' THE AMOURS OF GIL As AND 
DAME LORENGA SEPHORA. 


- Went accordingly to Xel- 
va, tv make reftitution 

I of the three thouſand du- 
cats which we had ftole 

from Samuel Simon ; and 

| will freely own, I was 
tempted on the road to convert the mo- 
ney to my own uſe, in order to begin 
my ſtewardſhip under happy auſpices. 
This I might have done with impuni- 
; for, had I travelled five or fix 
ys, and then returned, as if I had 
acquitted myſelf of my commiſſion, 
Don Alphonſo and his father would 
never have ſuſpected my fidelity. I 
did not yield, however, to the tempta- 
tion, but ſurmounted it like a lad of 
ur; a victory not a little com- 
mendable in a young fellow who had 
aſſociated with great cheats, There 
are a great many who, though acquaint- 
ed with honeſt peopl 
 {crupulous; thoſe eſpecially who are 
wiruſted with ſums which they may 
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keep without intereſting their reputa- 
tion. £2. 
Having made reſtitution to the mer- 
chant, who expected nothing leſs, I 


returned to the caſtle of Leyva, which 


the Count de Polan having left, had 
ſet out again for Toledo, with julia 
and Don Fernand. I found my new 
maſter more captivated than ever with 
Seraphina; his Seraphina enchanted 
by him; and Don Cæſar charmed with 
the on of them both. I endea- 
voured to gain the friendſſüp of that 
tender father, and ſucceeded : I be- 
came ſteward of the family, regulated 
every thing in it, received money from 
the farmers, diſburſed for the expence 
of houſe-keeping, and had a deſpotick 
2 ſervants. But, con- 

to the uſual practice of ſtewards, 

I did not abuſe my power. I did not 
turn away thoſe domeſticks who diſ- 
leaſed me, nor expected that the reſt 
ſhould be entirely devoted to my will : 
if they addreſſed themſelves directly to 
Don Caeſar or his ſon, when they 
wanted any favour, far from thwart- 
ing their intereſt, I always ſpoke in 


their behalf; 8 the marks of — 
tefjan which I every moment recei 
mr” 42 3 
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fof.m maſters, inſpired me with zeal 
for their ſervice; und Thad nothing 
but their intereſt in view. There was 
no legerdewain in my dmioiſtrauon: 
and I was fuch a ſteward as is not every 
day to be met with. While I enjoyed 
the happineſs of my condition, Love, 
as if he had been jealous of what For- 
tune had done for me, had a mind that 


I ſhould owe igine fayoursto him alſo" 


and produced in the heart of Dame 
Lorenga Sephora, chief waiting- wo- 
man to Seraphina, a violent inclina-- 
tion tor maſter ſteward, My conqueſt 
(to relate things like a faithful hiſtori- 
an) glanced upon her fiftieth year; 
but a lively look, an agreeable coun- 
tenance, and two fine eyes, which ſhe 
knew how to ule to the beſt advantage, 
might be ſaid to make her ſtill paſs For 
the object of an intrigue: I&aouldi hae 
wiſhed only for a few roſes in her com- 
plexion, for ſhe was extremely pale; 
a circumſtance which I-did not fail to 
attribute to the auſterity of celibacy. 
The lady practiſed upon me a oog 
time by looks, in which her paſſion 
was painted; but inſtead of anſwering 
her glances, I at firſt- ſeemed not to 
perceive her deſign; by which beha- 
viour I appeared to her as a novice in 
gallantry, a diſcovery that the did not 
dillike. © Imagining, therefore, that 
the ought no longer to confine herſelf 
to the language of the eyes, with a 
young mah whom ſhe believed ters 
13 than he was, during the very 
had e ſhe 


converſation we 


declared her fentiments/in form, that 


I might not be ignorant of them for 
the future. This ſhe performed like 
one who had been at ſchool. She feign- 


ed to be diſconcerted while ſhe ſpoke 
to me; and, after having freely ex- 
preſſed all that ſhe had to ſay, hid her 


face, to make me believe ſhe was a- 


ſhamed of letting me ſee her weakneſs, 


There was no feſiſting; and, though 
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of her virtue, by granting me a Vcto 
too cheap. We therefore parted tilt 
another occaſion : Sephora, perſuaded 
that her falſe reſiſtante made me look 
upon her as a veſtal; and I, elevated 
with the ſweet hope of bringing the 
adventure ſoon to a concluſion. 
My affairs were in this fituation, 
when one of Don Cæſar's lacquies told 
me a piete of news] which moderated 
my joy. This young fellow was one 
of thoſe curious domeſticks, who make 
i their buſineſs to diſcover what paſſes 
in the family. As he was very aſſidu- 
ous in paying his court to me, and re- 
galed me every day-with ſomethin 
new, he came one morning, and to! 
ae. that he had made a pleaſant diſ- 
overy, which he would communicate 
to me on condition-that I ſhould k 
it ſecxet; becauſe it regarded Dame 
orenga Sephora, whole reſentment (he 
ſaid) he was afraid of incurring. I 


wag too fager to hear what he had to 


= 
* 


ſay, not to promiſe ſecreſy; but, with- 


out ſeeming to be the leaſt concerned, 


I aſked him, with all the indifference 


could affect, what the diſcovery was 
with which he intended to entertain 
me. * Lorenga,' ſaid he, *every even- 
ing privately-admits into her apart- 
* ment the ſur of the village, a 
very front young fellow; and the 
rogue always remains with her a con- 
© fiderable time. I am willing to be- 
* 'heve,* anded he, with à arirical 
mile, that this "behaviour may be 
very innocent; but you muſt allow, 
that a young man Who dlips fo myſ- 
<'teri into a'maid"s:chamber gives 
n handle to ſcandal to be very free 
© with her character.“ . 
Although this report gave me as 
much 22 if T had bees aul) in 
love, I took care to conceal my vexa- 
tion; I even conſtrained myſeli ſo much 
as to laugh at the news that pierced 
me to the very ſoul. But I indemnifi- 


Las determined more by vanity than ed myſelf for that eonſtraint as ſoon as 
inclination, I hewed myſelf very ſenſi- I ſaw myſelf alone. I curſed, I (wore, 
ble of her affection: I even affected to and muſed upon the reſolution I ſhould 
t;, and acted the 1 take. Sometimes, deſpiſing Lorenga, 
lover ſo well, that I attrafted her re- I propoſed to abandon her, without 
proaches. Lorenga reproved me, but even deigning to come to an explana- 
wich ſo, much gentleneſs, that white tion with the coquette; and ſometimes, 
5 recommended moderation to me, imagining that I was bound in honour 
Me {ſeemed not at all ſorry at my want to baniſh the furgeon from the houſe, 
tof it. I chauld have puſhed things ſtill I formed the Helignof challenging him 
- er, if the beloved object had not to ſingle combat: this laſt reſolution 


een afraid of giving” me a bad opinion prevailed, I lay in ambuſh wore 
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my fury. 
and 
myſelf on the read by which the gal- 
laat mult ncturn : here | waned for 
him without flinching, and mo- 
ment the deſire of fighting with him 
increaſed. At length my enemy 
and I went ſome 


* 
ike a Drawcankr; but I do not know 


how the devil it I found 
ſelf all of a ſudden ſeized, like one 
nr nes, with an emotion 
of fear that arreſtod my ſtepsz and I 
ſtood as much confounded as Paris, 
2 — 
nelaus. to my man 
wiv ſacmad — —ͤ—ͤ— and 
2 — 2 an exceſſive 
length. Z it's effect upon 
me; nevertheleſs, out of a point of 
honour, or Ee th I 2 
820 . — 
ia ſpite af aut, — 
mite efforts to mae me deſiſt, I had 
the boldneſs o advance towards the 
ſurgeon, and wnkkeath my rapi 
Surprized at my action, ke cried, 


What is the matter, Mr. Gil Blas ? 


merry, Tu 

© ber,” 1992 * you 
I am in a very ferious humour, and 
« want ta Kno whether or not you 
4 % 3 You muſt 
© not ex 1 will poſſeſe 
in tranquillity the — lady 
vhom you'viht at the caſtle. . By 
St. Come fad the 
ing into a doud laugh, * here is a plea- 
« lant adventure. Egad! appearancos 


< are deceitfai,” From thefe 
words, imagining that he was as little 
inclined to fight as 1, I beta more 


inſolent, and ſaid, Fend, that won't 
< paſs; don't think chat I will be-ſatis- 
tied with'a imple denial.” —< I fee, 
then, anſwered he, that I ſhall be 


< obliged to fi in order to-prevent 
« — pare — happe 


n to 
* you or me; and I mut reveal a ſe- 
< cret, although people of our _— 
« fon cannot be too diſcreet. If Dame 
Lorenga admits me by ſtealth into 
* her apartment, it is with a view of 


burſt- , 


* 
„ 


cer in her back, which 1 dreſs every 
* evening, This is the cauſe of the 
4 hiſs which oor you; ſo tee 
may ben eep your heart at 
b eaſe, added he, if you 
are not ſatisfied with this declaration, 
* but abſolutely bent upon coming to 


„points, ſpeak the word; I am your 
mas. 8 he drew his long 
ich made me dhiver 


— b E 
upon his guard, Enough, 
aid I to him, ſheathing my Fas wary? 


am not à brute, to retuſe to hear 
* reaſon : after what you have told me, 
vou are no longer my enemy; let us 
s embrace.” : 

At this diſcourſe, which ſhewed him 
that I was not ſuch a devil as I at firſt 
appeared to be, he |; put up his 
rapiers gave me his dz and, un 
ſhort, we parted the belt friends in the 


From that moment, Sephora preſent- 
ed nothing but diſagreeable ideas to 
my imagination; I avoided every op- 
portunity mne gave me of conv 
with her in private; and that with ſy 
care and jon, that. ſhe perceived 
my difguſt. Aſtoniſhed at ſuch a 
ſhe reſolved toknownhbecaule; 
and at length, finding an occaſion to 

with me apart, Mr. Steward!“ 

id the, pray tell me why you avoid 

4 the fight of me? It is true, I made 
+ ſome advances, but you made ſuit- 
* able returns. Recollect, if you 
© pleaſe, the private converſation we 
4 hag together: you was then all fire, 
but now you are all ice, What is the 
* meaning of all this?“ This was a 
very delicate queſtion for a plain man; 
conſequently, it embarrafled me not a 
little. I do not remember the anſwer 
which 1 made; but it diſpleaſed very 
and that was enough, Sephora, 
though, by her ſweet modeſt air, one 
wouſd have taken her for a lamb, was 
a very tygreſs when her wrath prevailed. 

I thought, ſaid ſhe, darting at me 2 

look full of ſpite and rage, that I did 
"© a great deal of honour to 2 little fel- 

low like you, in diſcovering to him 

© thoſe ſentiments which noble cava- 
© liers would have gloricd in exciting: 
© but I am jultly puniſhed for having 
£ unworthuly abaſed them to a wretch- 


— was u phyſician and martyr 3 cherefore properly Invoked bythe ſurgeon 
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ed adventurer,” ' Had ſhe ſtopped 
here, I ſhould have thought myfelf 
cheaply quit: Her tongue, obedient 
to her fury» honoured me with an hun- 
dred epithets, every one more bitter 
than another. I ought to have heard 
them in cool blood, and reflected, that 
in diſdaining the triumph of her virtue, 
. which T had attempted, I committed a 
crime that no woman can forgive. 
But I was too paſſionate to bear re- 
proaches, at which a ſenfible man, in 
my place, would have laughed ; and 
my patience forfaking me, Madam,” 
faid I, we ouzht not to deſpiſe an) 
© body: if thoſe noble cavaliers of 
© whom” you ſpeak, had ſeen your 
© back, I am ſure their curioſity would 
have proceeded no farther.” I had 
no ſooner uttered this repartee, than 
the furious duenns gave me the rudeſt 
box on the ear that ever an affronted 
woman beftowed. - I did not wait for 
a ſecond ; but, by a ſpeedy flight, a- 
voided a ſhower of blows, that would 
certainly have fallen upon my carcaſe. 
I thanked' Heaven, when I found 
myſelf extricated out of this trouble- 
ſome affair 3 and imagined'I had no- 
thing more to fear, fince the lady had 
revenged herſelf. I thought that, for 
her own honour, ſhe would never men- 
tion the adventure; and, indeed, fifteen 
days elapſed before I heard any thing 
of the matter. I myſelf began to for- 
get it, when I underſtood that Sephora 
was ill. I was humane — 
afflicted at the news: I pitied the lady; 
and believing, that not being able to 
overcome a paſſion ſo ill requited, ſhe 
had fallen a victim to her unhap 
love, I reflected with forrow char 
was the cauſe of her indi ſpoſ tion, and 
at leaſt lamented the duenna, if I could 
not love her. How much was I miſ- 
taken in my opinion! her tenderneſs 
changed into hate; and, at that time, 
her whole ſtudy was to do me miſchief. 
One morning, being alone with Don 
Alphonſo, and obſerving that young 
gentleman — and fad, I begged, 
in a reſpectful manner, to know the 
cre. * Tam chagrined,” faid he, © ro 
find Seraphina weak, ungrateful, and 
unjuſt. Vou are aſtoniſhed at this 
information, added he, perceiving 
that I liſtened with ſurprize; © and yet 
© nothing is more true. 1 don't know 
hat cauſe you may have given Dame 
Lorenga to hate vou; but you are 


to be 
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© aſſuredly become ſo odious to her, 
that if you don't leave the caſtle with 
* the utmoſt diſpatch, her death, ſhe 
© fays, will be inevitable. You ought 
© not to doubt that Seraphina, who 
© has à regard for you, at firſt revolted 
© againſt 'a Hare which ſhe could not 
6 gratify without ' injuſtice and ingra- 
« titude. But in ſhort, ſhe is a wo- 
man: ſhe has a tender affection for 
© Sephora, who brought her up; and 
that governante is a ſort of mother 
© to her, whoſe death ſhe would re. 
© proach herſelf with, if ſhe was not 
© weak enough to ſatisfy this her de- 
« fire: as for my part, notwithſtand- 
© ing the love that attaches me to Se. 
© raphina, I ſhall never have the baſe 
© complaiſance to adhere to her ſenti. 
© ments on this ſubject. Periſh all the 
© duennas in Spain, before I conſent 
© to the removal of a young man whom 
I confider more as à brother than a 
1 

Alphonſo having e thus, i 
to ag Si 1 am born to be 
© the ſport of Fortune! I thought ſhe 
* would have ceaſed to perſecute me in 
* your houſe, where every thing flat- 
« tered me with quiet and happy days; 
© but how agreeable ſoever my ſitua- 
© tion may be, I find I muſt give it 
up. Not at all! cried the gene- 
rous ſon of Don Cæſar; leave me to 
make Seraphina hear reaſon : it ſhall 
never be faid, that you have been 
© ſacrificed to the caprice of a duenna, 
© to whom too much deference has 
© been paid in other reſpects. 

Sir,) ſaid I, you will only pro- 
© yoke Seraphina, in reſiſting her will. 
© T had much rather retire, than, by 
a longer ſtay in this place, run the 
© riſque of breeding any diviſion be- 
© tween ſuch a happy pair: that would 
be a misfortune for which I ſhould 
© never be conſoled. 

Don Alphonſo forbade me to take 
any ſuch reſolution ;/ and I ſaw him ſo 
fixed in the deſign of ſupporting me, 
that Lorenga would undoubtedly have 
met with a rebuff, if I had been mind- 
ed to oppoſe her. At certain times, 
being pigued againſt the duenna, I was 


-tempted to [expoſe her; but when I 


came to conſider, that in revealing her 
ſhame, I ſhould ftab the heart of a 
poor creature whoſe indiſpoſition I was 
the occaſion of; and that two incu- 
rable diſtempers viſibly conducted her 

to 
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to the grave, my reſentment was chan · 
ged into compaſſion ; and I concluded, 
at ſince I was ſuch a dangerous mor- 


tal, I ought in conſcience to re eſta 


bliſh; by my. retreat; the uilli 
of the a. This reſolution 1 = 
cuted the very next morning before 
day, without bidding adieu to my two 
maſters; leſt, through friendſhip for me, 
they ſhould oppoſe my departure. I 
contented myſelf with leaving in my 
chamber a writing, wherein was con- 
tained an exact account of my admini- 
ſtration. | en 
CHAP. II. 
THE FATE OE GIL BLAS, AFTER 
HE QUITTED THE CASTLE OF 
-LEYVA, AND THE HAPPY CON- 
SEQUENCE THAT _ ATTENDED 
THE BAD SUCCESS OF HIS & 
MOURS. s * 
| er mounted on a good horſe. of 
my own, with two hundred piſtoles 
in my portmanteau, the beſt part of 
which Ihad got by the banditti whom 


we flew, and the ſhare of the three thou- 
ſand ducats which had been ſtolen 


from Samuel Simon; for Don Alphon- 


ſo, without making me reſtore what J 
had 4 had made reſtitution of 
the whole ſum out of his own t. 
Wherefore, conſidering my effects as 
wealth become lawful, I enjoyed it 
without ſcruple, I was in —* 
of a fund, efore, which did not 
allow me to be much concerned for 
the future, over and above the confi- 
dence which one of my age always has 
in his own merit: beſides, Toledo pre- 
ſented an able aſylum; for I did 
not at all doubt that the Count de Pa- 
lan would be pleaſed with an oppor- 
- tunity of obliging one of his deliverers 
with a kind reception, and an apart- 
ment in his houſe. But this noble- 
man I looked upon as my laſt reſource; 
and reſplyed, before I ſhould. apply to 
him, to. ſpend. part of my money in 
travelling through the kingdom of 
Murcia and Gre which 1 longed 

ith this deſign 


A to ſee. 

ſet out for Almanſa, whence con- 
tinuing my journey, I went from city 
to city, as far as Grenada *, without 
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meeting with any bad accident. For- 
tune, ſatisfied with having played me ſo 
many tricks, ſeemed willing at le 
to leave me in quiet; but for all chat, 
ſhe was then hatching à great man 
more, as will be ſeen in the ſequel. 
One of the firſt perſons I met in the 
ſtreets of Grenada, was Signior Don 
Fernando de Leyva, who was, as well 
as Don Alphonſo, ſon-in-law to the 
Count de Polan. We were equally ſur- 
prized at ſeeing one another in that 
place. Gil Blas cried he, how 
came you to be in this city? What 
ſineſs brings you hither? Sig- 
© nior,” ſaid I, if you are aſtoniſhed 
© to ſee me in this country, you will 
© be much more ſo when you hear he 
* cauſe of my quitting the ſervice c 
* Signior Don Cœſar and his fon,” 
Then I recounted all that had paſſed 
betwgen Sephora and me, without the 
leaſt diſguiſe. He laughed heartily at 
the adventure; wy. wing 2 
again, Friend, ſaid he, I offer you 
cy mediation. in this affair, and will 
« write to my ſiſtex - in- aw. By no 
© means, Signior, laid I, interrupting 
him; pray don't write; for I did not 
* leave the caſtle of Lone: with any 
intention to. return. ke, if. you 
+ pleaſe, another uſe of the regard you 
© have for me; and if any one of;your 
friends has occaſion far ,a ſecretary 
© or ſteward, I beg. you will ſpeak. to 
him in my favour. I dare aſſure you, 
that yon ſhall have no cauſe to re» 
pent of your recommendation. 
With all my heart, he replied; * I 
« will do what you deſire; Iam come 
© to Grenada to viſit an old aunt who 
* is ſick, and I ſhall ſtay here three 
* weeks longer; at the end of which, 
I ſhall ſer cut on my return to my 
© caſtle at Lorqui, where I have Jet 
© Julia, I lodge here, added he, fle- 
ing me a houſe about an hundred yards 
from us; © come and call for me ſome 
© hours hence; by which time, 2 
hape, I ſhall have diſcovered. ſome 
+ ſuitable poſt for you.. 

And, indeed, at our very next meet- 


ing, be ſaid, The Archbiſhop of Gre- 
nada, my kinſman and friend, wants 
a young man of letters, 


ed of 
A good hand, to make fair copies of 


his writings: for he is 2 great au- 


thor, has compoſed a valt ngmber of 
® Grenada, the capital of the kingdom,that bears the ſame name. 


| nant, 
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* homihes, and ſtudies 1-0 wits ow & 
* which he pronounces with appla 
© As I believe you are fuch an one as 
© he wants, I you to him, 
© and he has'promiſfed to take you in- 
to his ſervice. Go and preſent _ 
© felf to him, in my name; and you 
may judge, by the reception which 
© you hal recerve, whether or not I 
© have ſpoke in your behalf. 
This was ſuch a place as I defired : 
wherefore, having dreſſed to the beſt 
advantage, in order to appear before 
that prelate, I repaired one morning 
to the archbiſhop's palace. Here, was 

to imitate the authors — — 

ſhould give a pompous deſeription o 
this ' epiſcopal — of Grenada: I 
would enlarge upon the ſtructure of the 
| building, extol the richneſs of the fur- 
nitufe, deſcribe the ſtatues and pic- 
tures, and not {| the readers the 
Jeaft tittle of the ftories they reprefent- 
ed: but I ſhall content myſelf with 
obſerving, that it equalled the royal 
palace in magnificence. | 

I found in the apartments a crowd 
of ecclefiaſticks, and gentlemen of the 
| ſword, the teſt part whereof were 
the officers of his grace ; his almoners, 
his gentlemen, his uſhers, and valets 
de chambre. The laity were, almoſt 
all, ſo ſuperbly dreſſed, that one would 
have taken them for noblemen rather 
than domefticks, by their haughty looks, 
and affectation of being men of con- 
ſequence. While I beheld them, I 
pro not help laughing, and ridicul- 
ng them within myſelf. © Egad!* ſaid 
I, * theſe le are very happy in 
© bearing the yoke of ſervitude, with- 
© ont feeling it; for, in ſhort, if th 
F felt ir, 1 imagine that their beha- 
LA =o would be leſs aſſuming.” Ad- 
wHre myſelf to a grave poll on- 
Age — fiod at the door of 2 
1 's cloſet, m order to open and 
Mut it when there was occaſion, I aſk- 
ed civilly if I could not ſpeak with his 
grace- Wait,” faid he, dryly, till 
* his e comes out to go to maſs, 
© and he will give you a moment's 
* zudience in paſhng,* I armed myſelf 
with patrence, and endeavoured to en- 


ter into converſation with ſome of the 


vfficers ; but they began to examine 
me from head to foot, without deign · 
ing to ſpeak one ſyllable; and then 
looked at one another, ſmiling with 


diſdain, at the liberty which I had 


OF GIL BLAS. 


taken to mingle in their diſcourſe, 1 
was, I own, quite diſconcerted at (ce. 


* treated in this manner by 
; and had ſcarce recollected my- 
felf from the confuſion in which I was, 
when the cloſet-door opened, and the 
archbiſhop a ared, | 

Immediately a profound filence 
vailed among kis officers z who, alt of 
a ſudden, laid aſide their infolent car- 
riage, and aſſumed a reſpeRful look in 
preſence of their maſter. This prelate 
was in his ſixty and ninth year, pretty 
much of the make of my — 
Gil Perez; that is, plump and ſhort: 
he was very much bandy-legged into the 

in, and ſo bald, thathe had only 
a ſmall tuft of hair remaining on the 
back part of his head; for which rea- 
ſon, he was obliged to cover his head 
in a fine woollen cap with Jong ears. 
In ſpite of all that, I obſerved in him 
the air of a man of quality; doubtleſs, 
becauſe I knew him to be one. We 
common ple look upon all your 
great nob with a pfrepoſſeſſion 
that often gives them the air of great- 
neſs which nature has refuſed. 

The archbiſhop immediately advan- 
eing towards me, afked me what I 
wanted, with a voice full of ſweetneſs : 
and I told him that I was the young 
man of whom Don Fernando de Leyva 
had ſpoke to him. He gave me no 
time to proceed; but e Ot you 
© are the perſon, then, of whom he 
© ſpoke ſo handſomely.” I retain you 
© in my ſervice z you we' a valuable 
© acquiſttion;” You may ſtay where 
are. 80 ſaying, hewent out, fup- 

two uſhers; after having 

eard ſome clerʒzymen, who had ſome · 
thing to communicate. Scarte was he 
out of the room, when the ſume offi- 
cers who diſtained my converſation, 
courted it. They furrounded me, and 
with the utmoſt complaiſance expreſſed 
their joy at ſeeing me become a com- 
menſal officer of the palace. Having 
heard what their maſter ſaid to me, 
they had a longing defire to know on 
what footing I was retained ; but I 
was ſo malicious as to baulk their cu- 
5 rioſity, in revenge for their contempt. 

His grace, returning in a little time, 
made. me follow him into his cloſet, 
that he might ralk with me in private. 


I concluded that his defi — ſo — 
ing was to try my unde ing; an 
accordingl „ myfelf on wy gs 
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and was reſolved to weigh every word, 
before I ſhould ſpeak it. He firſt of 
all examined me on what is called hu- 
manity z and I did not anſwer amiſs: 
he had occaſion to ſee, that I was 
well acquainted with the Greek 
and Latin authors. He then put me 
upon logick, where I expected him, 
and found me quite maſter of that ſub- 
ject. Vour education, ſaid he to 
me, with ſome ſurprize, © has not been 
© negleRed: let us now ſee your hand- 
« wnting.” I thereupon took out of 
my pocket a ſheet, which I bad brought 
for the purpoſe ; and the prelate ſeem- 
ed very well pleaſed with my per- 
formance. - I am ſatisfied with your 
hand, cried he, and ſtil} more with 
© your underſtanding. I ſhall thank: 
© my nephew Don Fernando for having 
« given me ſueh an able young man, 
« whomlI look upon as a real preſent,” 
Being interrupted by the arrival of 
ſome noblemen of Grenada, who came. 
to dine with the. archbiſhop, 1. left 
them together, and withdrew among: 
the officers, who were quite profuſe in 
their complaiſance to me. I went to 
dinner at the uſual time; and if they 
qbſerved me at table, I did not fail to 
examine them alſo. . What ſagacity 
there is in the exteriors. of churchmen !. 
To me they appeared all ſaints; ſo 
much was my mind over-awed by the 
place where I was; and I did not fo 
much as ſuſpect that there could be any. 
falſe coin in the caſez as if no ſuch 
thing was ever ſeen among the princes 
of the church ! | | 
Being ſeated by an old valet de 
chambre, whoſe name was Melchior de 
la Ronda, he took great care to help 
me to the choice bits; and this atten- 
tion, which be expreſſed for me, in- 
ſpiring me with a reſpe& for him, he 
was charmed with my polite behaviour, 
* Signior Cavalier,” ſaid he foftly to 
me, after dinner, I want to have ſome 
private converſation. with you. At 
the ſame time he carried me to a part 
of the palace, where nobody could 
overhear us; and there talked to me in 
this manner. Son, from the very firſt 
moment in which I ſaw you, 
an inclination for you; of this I will 
give you a certain proof, by impart · 
* ang ſomething which may be of great 
advantage to you. You are here in 
© a family, where true and falſe de- 
$ vatces fs pell-mell; ſo that it will 


* 
. ». 4 


I felt 
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© be an infinite time before you can, 
© of yourſelf, be acquainted with the 
ground. But I will ſpare you ſuch a 
* tedious and diſagreeable. ſtudy, by 
* diſcovering the characters of oaks 
* after which you may the more eaſily 
conduct yourſelf, þ 

I will begin,” added he, with his 
* grace, who is a very pious prelate, 
inceſſantly employed in edifying and 
« reforming the people, by ſermons of 
his own compoſition, full of excel- 
© lent morals. He quitted the court 
above twenty years-ago, in order to 
devote himſelf entirely to his zeal for 
his flock. He is a learned man, and 
© a. great orator, whoſe ſole pleaſure. 
conſiſts in preaching, and his hearers 
Rare raviſhed with admiration, Per- 
© haps there is- a little Vanity in the 
© cale; but beſides that it does not be- 
* long to man to \penetrate the heart, 
« it would he ungrateful in me to en- 
« quire into the faults of i per ſon whoſe. 
© bread I eat. If Pei ee to 
*; diſapprove of any thing in my ma- 
©, ter, T would blame his ſeverity. In- 
© ſtead of making an allowance for ec- 
« clefiaſtical foibles, he puniſhes them 
with too much rigour g in particu- 
lar? he proſecutes, without mercy, 
thoſe who, tely ing on their innocence, 
attempt to jaune themſelves in a 
legal manner, in confempt of his, 
authority. I abſerye another fault 
which is common to him "a a great 
many people of quality: although he 
| lvl di dometticks, he makes no 
conſideration for their ſervices ; but 
lets them grow old, without ever 
thinking of procuring for them ſome 
ſmall ſettlement, Ik he gives them 
. ſome. gratifications ſometimes, they, 
owe them ſolely to the goodnely of 
ſomebody who has ſpoken m their 
behalf; for it would never come 
into his head to provide for them 
otherwiſe,” | 
This is what the old valet de cham- 
bre told me of his maſter; and be af- 
terwards communicated his thoughts 
of the clergymen with whom he had 
dined ; DING which but ill agreed 
with, their external deportment, In- 
deed be. did not reprefent them as diſ- 
honeſt men, but only as bad prieſts; 
excepting ſome, however, whoſe vir. 
tue he very much extolled. I was no 
longer at a loſs how to regulate my 
features among RN gentlemen z that 
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very evening, at ſupper, I, like them, 
alſumed a ſage aſpect -a taſk that coſts 
nothing; ſo that we muſt not wonder 
that. t 
the world. 


c H A P. III. 
GIL BLAS BECOMES THE FAVOU- 
RITE OF THE AKCHBISHOP, AND 
" THE CANAL OF Ats BOUNTY. 


Had been in the afternoon to fetch 


my baggage and horſe from the inn 


where I had lodged ; after which I re- 
rned to ſupper at the palace, where I 


und a very handſome chamber and a 
down bed for me. His 


e ordered me, to be called early 
next morning, and 


ſo that the Joy ke expreſſed was mingled 
with ſurpeize. . Good Heaven f 8550 
he in a tranſport, when he had furveyed 
all the ſheets of my copy, © was ever any 
thing ſeen fo corret? You tranſcribe 
go well that you muſt certainly under - 
© ſtand grammar, Tell me, * 
« ly, my friend, have you found nothing 


© that ſhocked you in writing it over ? 


« ſome neglect, perhaps, in ſtyle, or 


improper term? — O, Sir,“ an- 
ſwered I, with un Alr of modeſty, © I 
iam not learned enough to make cri- 
© tical obſervations; and if I was, I 
am perſuaded” that the works of your 


grace . my cenſure,” The 
5 at my reply ; and, though 


. diſcovered, through 
t he was a downri 


Om 64 OTE 
By this kind of flattery I entirely 
gained his good graces; became more 
and more dear to him every day; and 
at length underſtood from Don Fer- 
ando, who viſited him very often, that 
was ſo much beloved, I might look 
pon m fortune as already made. This 
maſter bimſelf confirmed to me a 
little time after, on the following oc- 
ealign. One ay ax The rep in 
his cloſet, when I was preſent, with 
great enthuftaſm, an homily which he 
intended to pronounce the next day in 
the cathedral; and, not ſatisfied with 


king my opinion of it in general, 


e are ſo many bypocrites in 


ve me a homily 


to tranſcribe, enjoimng me to copy it 
; This I 


with all pony eſs. 
1 ed minotely, without having 
r 


77 either accent, point, or comma; 


ADVEN TURES OF GIL BLAS. 


obliged me to fngle ont the particular 
puſſages which I moſt admired. I had 
the good luek to mention thoſe that he 
himſelf looked upon to be the beſt, his 
own favourite morceaus; by which 
means I paſſed, in his judgment; for a 


man Who had a delicite Knowledge of 


the true beauties of a work. This is,” 
cried he, © what is called, having taſte 
© and ſentiment : well, friend, I aſſure 
© you, thou haſt not got Bœotian ears.“ 
In' a word, he was fo well ſatisfied 
with me, that he pronounced with ſome 
vivacity, * Gil Blas, henceforth give 
* thyſelf no uneafineſs about thy for- 
© tune; I undertake to make it ex- 
© tremely agreeable : I love thee z and, 
© as a proof of my affection, make thee 
my confident.” 
. * ſooner heard — 2 — chan 
at his ces feet, quite - 
trated with ae 1 —ů 8 
braced his bandy legs, and looked up- 
on myſelf as a man on the h to 
wealth and opulence. * Yes, m 
child, reſumed the archhi | 
diſcourſe had been interrupted by my 
proſtration; © thou ſhalt be the repo- 
* fitory of my moſt ſeeret thoughts. 
© Liften with — — what I am 
« going to ſay: my chief pleaſure con- 
6 fits fn 1 the Lord gives 2 
© bleſſing to my homilies 3 they touch 
© the hearts of firners, make 2 ſe- 
riouſly reſſect on their eonduct, and 
have recourſe to v nce. I have 
© ſometimes the ſatisfation to ſee a 
© mifer, terrified by the images which 
I repreſent to his avarice, open his 
© treaſures, and ſquander them with 2 
< prodigat hand. I have allo tore, as 
© 1t were, the epicurean from his plea- 
« ſures; filled -hermi with the 
* fons of ambition, and confirmed 
© in her duty the wife who has been 
« ſhaken by the alfurements of a ſe- 
© dacing lover. Theſe converſions, 
* which are frequent, ought themſelves 
© to excite my ſtudy: nevertheleſs, I 
© will confeſs my weaknefs, I propoſe 
© to myſelf another feward, a reward 
* which the delicacy of my virtue re- 
© proaches me with in vain! I mean, 
the eſteem that the world ſhews for 
« fine poliſhed writing, The honour 
© bf being reckoned a perfect orator 
© has charmed my imagination : my 
© performances are thought equally 
nervous and delicate; but I wou 
© of all things, avoid the fault of 
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authors, who write too weh and re- 


tire without forfeiting the leaſt tittle 
of my reputation. erefore, my 
dear Gil Blas, continued the prelate, 


s one thing that I exact of thy zeal is, 
whenever thou ſhalt perceive my pen 
« ſmack of old age, and my genius 
* flag, don't fail to advertiſe me of it: 
« for I don't truſt to my own judg- 
ment, which may be ſeduced b 2 
love. That abſervation muſt pro- 
« ceed from a difintereſted underſtand - 
ing; and I make choice of thine, 
0 is 44 I know is , reſolved to 
„ (and to thy deciſion.— Thank 
© Heaven, Sir, ſaid I, that periods 
« far off: — 2 — like that 
of your grace will preſerve it's vigour 
« — — than any other; do 
« more juſtiy, will be always the 
5 ſame. I look upon you as another 
Cardinal Ximenes, whoſe ſuperior ge- 
* nius, inftead of being —— 
s ape, ſeemed to receive new ſtren 54 
* it. No ſtattery, — — 
he, interrupting me; I know I am li- 
able to fink all at once: at my 
age begin to feel infirmities; and the 
* infirmities of the body often affect the 
© underſtanding. I repeat it to thee 
© again, Gil Blas; as ſoon as thou 
* ſhalt judge mine in the leaſt impair- 
ed, be ſure to give me notice; and 
de not afraid of ſpeaking freely and 
* fincerely, for I hall receive thy ad- 
vice as 4 mark of thy affection. Be- 
des, thy intereſt is concerned; if, 
' unhappily for thee, it ſhould come to 
my cars that the publick ſays my diſ- 
courſes have no longer their wonted 
© force, and that it is ugh time for me 
to repoſe myſelf, I frankly declare, 
© that thou ſhalt loſe my friendſhip, 
* as well as the fortune I have prb- 
< miſled. Such will de the fruit of thy 
* fookfh reterve. * 
Here my patron left off ſpeaking, in 
order to hear my reply; which was, a 
— to behave according to his de- 
From that moment he concealed 
nothing from me, I became his fa- 
vourite ; an event which none of his 
domeſticks, "except Metchiar de la 
\Ronita, c erceive without envy. 
It was a givecting ſcene, to behold the 
manner in hie 2 —— and 
uires then dived with the confident of 


by „ Wey 
ley of grovelling meanneſſes, in or - 
eget I-could 


aig * 


not ah med to be 
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ſcarce believe they. were Span ards 5 
thovgh I did them good offices, with- 
out being the dupe of their ſelfiſh com*< 
plaiſance, His grace the archbiſhop» 
at my requeſt, exerted himſelf in their 
favour : to one he procured a company,. 
and put him in a condition to make 2 
fi in the army; another be ſent to 
Mexico, to take n of a conk- 
derable poſt which he had obtained for 
him; and my friend * th 

means, enj a ſome 1 
ihcation. 9 — — 3 
vinced me, that tbough the prelate did 
not anticipate people's deſires, he rarely 
refuted any favour that was aſked, 

But what I did for à certain prieft 
deſerves, in my opinion, to be told : 
one day, à licentiate, whoſe name was 
Lewis Garcia, a young man of a very 
| appearance, was preſented to me 

our ſteward ; who ſaid, Siguior 
Gil Blas, this honeſt an is 
one of my beſt friends 3 he was chap- 
„lain of a nunner y: and his viztbe 
© has not ef ſcandal : ſome e 
© have done him ill offices with his 
6 who has ſuſpended him, and 
is unhappily ſo much prejudiced a- 
* gainſt him, that be will liſten to no 
0 —— in his behalf. Fin have 
em „to yo purpoſe, all the per - 
* ſons Tadel in Grenada, to beg chat 
he may be re-eſtabliſhed ; but our 
© maſter is quite inflexible.” * 

« Gentlemen," laid 4; © you have 
gone the tung way te work; it 
would have been better for Mr. Li- 
centiate if no ſolicitation had been 
made; for, in their endeayours to 
© {erve him, they have done hima ma- 
« nifeſt injury. I am well acquainted 
< with his grace; entreaties- and; w- 
commendations ſeryeQniy'to N 
vate, in his opunion, the fad of Bt 
« ecclefiaſtick. . It as but t other day 
I beard him ſay to himſelf, © The 
4 more people a prieſt, who bas been 
40 ty of irregularity, <agages to 
16 | an Ms me in his behalf, the e 
is the ſcandal augmented, and the 
% more ſeverity. do. 4 exerciſe,” 
That . is, unfortunate,” replied the 
. Geward ; © and my friend would be 
© very much gmbarralled, if he was not 
©. bil nt a good hand: bapprly 
© for him, be writes to admiration 5 


<4 and, by the of tbat talent, Keeps 
+ himſelf out af | difficulties.” I was 
nien 10 les if this writings ſo 
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« extolled, was much better than my 
own : and the licentiate, who had a 
ſpecimen in his pocket, ſhewed me a 

ge that I admired very much; for it 
ſooked like a writing-maſter's copy. 

While I confideret this beautiful per- 

formance, a thought coming into my 

head, I deſired Garcias to — — 
| r, telling him that I might y 

| — ſome uſe of it that Sould turn 
out to his advantage; that I could not 
explain myſelf at that time, but would 
next day tell him more of the matter. 

- The-licentiate, to whom, in all pro- 

bability, the ſteward had made an elo- 

ium of my genius, withdrew, as much 

a —— e had been already re- 

- Inftated in his office. I was truly de- 
tous that he might be ſo; and that 
ſame day laboured ſor him in the fol- 
lowing manner. Being alone with the 
archbiſhop; I ſhewed him the writing 

of - Garcias, with which my patron 

- ſeemed quite charmed: then laying 

hold of the opportunity, Sir,” ſaid 1 

to him,'* fince you won't cauſe your 


homilies to be printed, I with they 


were at leaſt written in this hand. — 
J am ſatisfied with thine,” anſwered 
the prelate; but I own, I ſhould not 


© be ſorry to have a copy of my works 


in that hand.”—* Your. grace, I re- 


plied, has nothing to do but to ſpeak : | 


the man who paints ſo well is a li- 
© centiate- of my acquaintance, who 
ill be raviſhed to do that ſervice 
for you; the mare, becauſe by theſe 
means he may intereſt your goodnefs, 
in extricating him from the melan- 
* choly ſituation in which he has the 
* mis fortune to be at preſent,” 


Tue po did not fail to aſk the 


name of the licentiate: upon which I 
. © Het called Lewis Garcias, 
# and is in deſpair on account of hav- 
ing incurred your diſpleaſure.— 
That Gareias, ſaid he, interrupting 
ume, was, if Iam not miſtaken, chap- 


* lain to a convent of nuns, and lies 


s under the cenſure of the church: I 
remember ſome informations that I 
received againſt him; his morals are 
but indifferent.“ Sir, ſaid I, in- 
terrupting him in my turn, I will 
not undertake to juſtify him; but I 
now hehas enemies; and pretends, 
that the authors of thoſe ihforma- 
7 tioos WHNeH o have ſeen, were mote 
bunt upon doing him ill offices; than 
„u ulling che — That may 
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de, replied the archbiſhop; * there 


© are abundance of very dangerous diſ- 
©; poſitions in this world. » Beſides, 
0 prapting that his conduct has not 
© been always irreproachable, he may 
© have repented of his -miſbehaviour; 


and, in ſhort, there is mercy for e 


© tranſgreſſon, Bring the licentiate 


- © hither; I take off his ſuſpenſion,” 


Thus it is, that the moſt ſevere men 
abare of their ſeverity, when more dear 
ſelf-intereſt is concerned. The arch- 
biſhop granted, without difficulty, to 
the vain pleaſure of having his works 
well writ, that which he dad refuſed 
to the moſt powerful ſolicitations, I 
carried the news immediately to the 
ſteward, who imparted them to his 
friend Garcias, who the very next day, 
coming to make an acknowledgment 
of thanks ſuitable to the favour ob- 

' tained, I preſented him to my maſter, 
who contented himſelf with reprimand- 
ing him ſlightly, and gave him the ho- 
milies to tranſcribe, Garcias acquitted 
himſelf ſo well, that he was re-cfa- 
bliſhed in his miniſtry, and even ob- 
tained the living of Gabia, a large 
- market-town in the neighbourhood of 
Grenada. * 


CHAP. Iv. 


THE ARCHBISHOP IS SEIZED WITH 
A FIT OF THE APOPLEXY. THE 
 DILEMMA- IN WHICH L BLAS 
FOUND HIMSELF, AND THE ME- 
THOD HE TOOK TO BE EXTRI- 


HILE I thus beſtowed my 

. Jervices on different people, 

Don Fernando being about to leave 

Grenada, I viſited that nobleman be- 
fore his departure, in order to thank 

him anew For the excellent poſt which 
he had procured for me. — 

to him ſo well ſatisfied with my con- 

dition, that he ſaĩid, My dear Gil 
Blas, I am raviſhed to find thee ſo 

well pleaſed with my uncle the arch- 

biſhop. “ I am charmed with him, 

. I replied ; and ſhall never be able to 
-© ſhew myſelf grateful enough for bis 
A e to me. Nothing leſs could 
have conſoled me for the loſs oſ Dun 
+ Car and his ſon. I am perſuad- 
-< ed," auſwered he, © thattheyare 


$5. exuremely mortified at-you abt 
but, 
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but, perhaps, you are not ſeparated 
for ever: Fortune may one day bring 
you tagether again. Melted by theſe 
words, I ſighed z and found at that in- 
tant mx love for Don Alphonſo fo 

feat, Fat I would have willingly a- 
— the archbiſhop, with all the 

eeable ho he had given me, to 
. — to the Late of Raves, if the ob- 
ſtacle that baniſhed me from it had 
been removed. Don Fernando perceived 
the emotions of my ſoul, which pleaſed 
him ſo much, that he embraced me 
with affection, and aſſured me that his 
whole family would always beara part 
in my deſtiny. 

Two months after this gentleman's 
departure, in the very zenith of my fa- 
vour, we had a hot alarm in the epiſ- 
copal palace: the archbiſhop was ſeized 
with a fit of the apoplexy ; he was, 
however, ſuccoured immediately, and 
ſuch ſalutary medicines adminiſtered, 
that in a few days his bealth was re- 
eſtabliſhed : but his underſtanding had 
received a rude ſhock, which I plain] 
perceived in the very next diſcourſe 
which he compoſed. I did not, how- 
ever, find the difference between this 
and the reſt ſo ſenſible, as to make me 
conclude that the orator began to flag; 
and waited for another homily to fix 
my reſolution. This, indeed, was 
quite deciſive, Sometimes the good old 
prelate repeated the ſame thing over 
and over ; ſometimes roſe. too high, or 
ſunk too low: it was a vague diſ- 
courſe, therhetorick of an old profeſ- 
ſor, a mere capucinade “. 

I was not the only perſon who took 
notice of this: the greateſt part of the 
audience, hen he pi onounced it, as if 
they had been alſo hired to examine it, 
ſaid ſoftly to one another, This fer+ 
mon ſmells ſtrongly bf the apoplex y. 
— Come, Maſter Homily-critick,“ 
ſaid I then to myſelf, © prepare to do 
your office; you ſee that his grace 
6 Craig to fail; it is your duty to give 
* him notice of itz not only as the de- 
« puſſtory of his thoughts, but like · 
wvviſe, leſt ſome one of his friends 
5. ſhould be free enough with him to 
prevent you: in that caſe, you know: 


what would happen; your name 
Ne | | 


« #Capucinade ; 'a farcafith on che ſermons of the Caotching, 


Ss 
T Ariftarchus, was a great critick,” 
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«© would be eraſed from his laſt will, 
in which there is, doubtleſs, a bet - 
ter legacy provided for you than the 
library of the Licentiate-Sedillo.*- - 
After theſe reflections, I made others 
of a quite contrary nature. To give 
the notice in queſtion, ſeemed a deli - 
cate point; I imagined that it mi 
be ill received by an author like him, 
concened of his own. works; but, re- 
jecting this ſuggeſtion, I repreſented 
to myſelf, that he could not poſſibly 
take it amiſs, after having exacted it 
of me in fo preſſing a manner. Add to 
this, that I depended upon my bein 
able to mention it with addreſs, pas, 
make him ſwallow the pill without re- 
luctance. In a word, finding that I 
ran a greater riſque in keeping filence 
than breaking it, I determined to ſpeak. 
The only thing that embarraſſed me 
now was, how to break the ice. Luck< 
ily, the orator himſelf, extricated me 
from that difficulty, by aſking what 
people ſaid of him, and if they were 
latis ſied with his laſt diſcourſe. I an- 
ſwered, that his homilies were always 
admired; but, in my opinion, the laſt 
had not ſucceeded ſo well as the reſt, 
in affecting the audience. How, 
« friend l' replied he, with aſtoniſi- 
ment; * has it met with any Ariſtar- 
chus ?“ No, Sir,“ ſaid I; * by no 
* means: ſuch works as yours are not 
to becriticiled ; every body 1s charm- 
ed with them. Nevertheleſs, ſince 
you have laid your injunctions upon 
me to be free and fhncere, I will take 
the liberty to tell youz; that your laſt 
« (liſcourſe, in my judgment, has not 
+ altogether the energy of your other 
« pertormances. Are not you of 
© tame opinion? . 
My maſter grew pale atliheſe C 
and laid, with a forced ſmile; $ 
then, Mr. Gil Blas, this piece id 
to your taſte !“ I dom'tiay fa, Sir: 


cried I, quite ditconcerted: * I think 


it excellent, although x little inferi 
_ war wr | 


„to your other works. — I 


© ſtand you, he replied 3 (ou think I. 
© flag, don't you Come, be plain ar 


vou helievelit is time ſor mÞ to think 
© of retiring. I ſhouldnot have been 
< {o bold, laid I, as to ipeak ſo rea 
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ly, if your grace had not commanded 
' _ 1 do no more, therefort, than 
* obey you; and I moſt humbly beg 
©* that you will not he offended at my 
freedom. God forbid !* cried he, 
with precipitation; * God forbid that 
I ſhould find tiult with it. In fo 
doing, I ſhould be very. unjuſt, 1 
« don't at all rake it ill that you ſpeak 
« your ſentiment ; it is your ſentiment 
* only that I find bad. I have been 
q — 5 deceived in your nar- 
row underitanding.” 

Though I was difconcerted, I en- 
deavoured to find ſome mitigation, in 
order to ſet things to rights again; 
but how is it pofſible to appeaſe an in- 
cenſed author, one eſpecially who has 


deen accuſtomed to hear himſelf praii - 


ed! * Say no more, my child, faid 
he; you are yet too raw to make pro- 
s per diſtinctions. Know, that I ne- 
ver compoſed a better homily than 
* that which you dilapprove; for my 
« genius, (thank Heaven!) hath, as 
« yet, loft nothing of it's vigour. 
* Henceforth I wilt make a better choice 
af a confident, and keep one of great- 
er ability than you. Go, added he, 
puſhing me by the ſhoulders out of his 
cloſet; * go, tell my treaturer to give 
« you an hundred ducats, and may 
Heaven conduct you with that ſum ! 
Adieu, Mr. Gil Blas; I with you 
all manner of prolperity, with a 1it- 
+ tle more taſte 


N P. v. 
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THE STE WHAT GIL BLAS TOOK 
AFTER TAE ARCHBISHOP HAD 
- gd) ©. Jab HIS ACCIDEN- 
S MEBTESS WITH THE LICEN- 
rz WHO HAD BEEN so MUCH 


"OBLIGED TO Miu; WITH THE 


GRATITUDE OF THAT PRIEST. 


Went out of the cloſet, curſing the 

caprice, or rather weakneſs, ot oe 
atchdiſhop, and more enr i 
him — allied at he ls 42. 
favour. I even doubted ſome time, 
if 1 ſhould go and touch my hundred 
cucatsz but, after mature deliberation, 
I was not fool enough to refuſe them. 
L-edn6dered, that this money would not 
deprive me of the right of ridiculing 
the prelate; in which I was reſolved 
nas to be wanting, as often as his ho- 


OF GIL BLAS, 


milies ſhould be brought upon the car. 
pet in my preſence, 8 'T 

] went, therefore, and demanded 
the hundred ducats of the treaſurer, 
without mentioning à hGagle word uf 
what had happened between Bis | 
and me ; and went afterwards in 
of Melchior de la Ronda, to bid hi 
an eternal adieu. He loved me too 
much to be inſenſible of my misfor- 
tune, which while I recounted, I per- 
ceived that grief was painted in his 
countenance. In ſpite of all the rt 
ſpect he owed the archbiſhop, he could 
not help blaming his behaviour. But 
as I ſwore, in my rage, that the pre- 
late ſhould pay for it, and that I would 
make the whole town merry at his ex - 
pence, the ſage Melchior (aid to me 
* Believe me, my dear Gil Blas, you 
© had better ſuppreſs your reſentment. 

People of an inferior rank ought al- 
© ways to reſpe& perſons of quality, 
* whatever cauſe they may have given 
* them to complain, There we, I 
* own, ſome very mean noblemen, who 
* ſcarce deſerve the leaſt conſideration ; 
© but, as they have the power of doing 
* miſchief, they are to be feared.” 

I thanked the old valet de chambre 
for his good advice, which I promiſed 
toobſerve, If you go, ſaid he, to 
Madrid, you ſhall vifit Joſeph Na- 
« varro, my nephew, who is clerk of 
the kitchen to Signior Don Balthazar 
de Tuniga, and (I dare ſay) ayounrg 
man worthy of your friendihi — 
© briſk, obliging, and —＋ ſerve 
his friends: I wiſh he and you may 
© become acquainted.” I anſwered, that 
I would not fail to wait on this Joſi 
Navarro, on hy. arrival at Madrid, 
whither I was determined to go. I then 
quitted the archbiſhop's palace, with 
an intent never to ſet foot in it again. 
If I had ſtill been in poſſeſſion of my 
horie, I ſhould have, perhaps, ſet out 
immediately for Toledo; but I had 
fold him while I was in favour, behev- 
ing that I ſhould have no farther occa* 
hon for his ſervice. I hired a furniſh - 
ed room, reſolving te ftay z month at 
Grenada, and then repair to the Count 
de Polan. fs 

As dinner-time ached, I aſked 
of my landlady, if there was not an 
eating hauſe in the neighbourbead ; 
and the anſwered that there was an ex+ 
cellent one a tew ſteps trom her houle, 
where there was very good accommo- 

dation, 
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and . ray deal of com - 
— made her ſhew 8 
and going thither a little after, was di- 


rected into a large hall, which bore 


ſome reſemblance-to a refeftory. Ten 
or twelve people fat ata large table, co- 


vered with a dirty cloth, converfing with 


one another, white every one eat his own 
little portion. My meſs was likewiſe 
brought, which, at another time, would 
doubtleſs have made me regret the ta- 
ble I had loſt; but I was then fo much 

qued — the archbiſhop, that the 
fry owance of my eating-houſe 
ſeemed te to the good chear I 
hadenjoyed in his palace. I condemn- 
ed a variety of diſhes, and argviog like 


the doctor of Valladolid, Un * 
© who 


« are thoſe," ſaid I ro mylelt, 
frequent fuch permcious tables, where 
© one muſt contmually be on has 

« againkt ſenfuality, for fear of over- 
« jJoading bis ſtomach! Can one cat 
« too little?“ In my 

praiſed thoſe very aphoriſms I had hi- 
therto very much neglected. 


While I diſpatched my commons, 


without fear of exceeding the bounds 


of temperance, the Licentiate Lewis 


Garcias, now become vicar of Gabia 
in the manner * 
into the hall. He no 


related, came 
doner perceived 


me, than he came runoing to ſalute me 


with the utmoſt eagerneſs, or rather 
with all the ſſions of exceſſive joy. 
He hugged me cloſe, and I was obhged 
to un a very 
the — I bad done him. He fa- 
tigued me with his demonſtrations of 
gratitude, * *Fore gad, my 

* tron ! ſince I have had the good for- 
tune to meet you here, we ſthan't 
part without a glaſs ; but as there 
is no wine in this eating - houſe, 


* I will carry you, if you pleale, after 


our ſcanty repaſt, to a place where I 
* will treat you with a bottle of fine 
0 = Lucena, and a glaſs of fine 
* Muſcadine of Foncarrel, We muſt 
certainly commit that debauch. I 
* wiſh T had the happineſs of enjoying 
* you a few days only at my parſon- 
age of Gabia, There you thould be 
received like a 11 Mecenas, to 
f * I owe the quiet and eaſy life 

While he talked to me in this man - 
ner, his allowance was ſerved, and he 


went to-gywork ; not without — 


however, to entertain me, at i 


long compliment on 


dear pa- 
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with ſomething which he — 

would — vanity. I bad | 

hold of this opportunity to ſpeak in my 
turn ; and az he did not forget to en- 
quire about his friend the 5 % 
made no m of my leaving the 

archbiſhop's ſervice. Leven related to 
him the moſt minute circumftancep of 
my diſgrace, to which he liſtened with 
great attention. After what he had 
ſaid to me, who would not have expeRt-« 
ed to hear him, with che 
moſt grateful ſorrow, exclaim againſt 
the archbiſhop ? But this was the far« 


theit thin bis thoughts. He 

— 2 and penſive; finiſhed 

is dinner without ſpeaking a word 

then rifing ſuddenly from table, bid 
me good b'w'ye, in a cool manner, and 
dilappeared. The ungratefal wretch, 
ſeeing me no longer in a condition to 
ſerve him, ipared himſelf even the 
trouble of concealmg his ſemiments. 

I laughed at his i itade, and lock - 

ing at him with all the e 

delerved, called to him aloud, that Þ 
ht de heard, Holloa ]! you ſage 

0 ain of nuns, go and give orders 

© to cool that rea tte of Lu- 

© cena, with which you promited 

© to regale me. fad e 

C HAP. VI. 

GIL BLAS GOES ro 5RE A PLAY ar 
GRENADA. | HIS ASTONISHMENT' 
AT THE SIGHT OF ONE OF TAS 
ACTRESSES; AND THE: CONSE- 
QUENCES OF THAT/EVENDT, 


ARCIAS was ay ſooner our 
JF of the ball, than two welle. 
ed cavaliers came in and fat down 
me: * began to talk of the 
of the Grenada company, und 
— which was then —_ 
” s ' 5 ace [UTE to 
diſooarſe, mage a. | my in — 
city ; und Iyeſolved do go to fee it i 
very day; for I had net hem ay a 
lice my arrival at Grenada. As 1 
almoſt all that time lived in che arch- 
biſhop's palace, where that diversen 
was anathemariged, { had taken cave 
not to indulge that pleaſtre, but a+ 
muſe myſelf entirely with my maſter's 
homilies. Wy | * 
1 ired, therefore, at the proper 
eo; 45 the play-houſe, where I fonnd 
a nume · 
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a numerous aſſembly; overheard, all The reſemblance was too perfect for: 
round me, diſſertations on the piece, me to be deceived by this diſguiſe.; 1 
before. it began; and obſerved, that could eafily conceive, that Laura, when 
every body undertook to criticiſe it. ſhe changed her condition, had alſo al- 
Qne perſon declared himſelf for, ano tered her name; and curious to know 
ther againſt the-performance. © Was her ſituation, for the publick is n 
© there ever a work better compole?* rally pretty well acquainted with 'the 


o 
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ane word, not perform one 


ſaid one on my right. What a piti- 
ful ſtyle !“ eried one on my left. 
Truly, if there are a good many bad 
authors, it muſt be allowed there are 


fylb a greater number of wretched cri- 


ticks; and when I conſider the morti- 
fienti ons that dramatick poets muſt un- 
dergo, I am aſtoniſhed. that there are 
any fa bold as to brave the ignorance 


of the myltituge, and the dangerous 


cenſure of witlings, who ſometimes 
chrrupt the judgment of the publick. 
At length, the Gracidſo “ preſented 
himſelf to open the ſcene. He wag. ſa- 
luted, on his, firſt appearance, with a 
general clap; by which I perceived 
that he was one of. thoſe ſpoiled actors, 
in hom the pit pard ams every thing. 
And, indeed, this player did not | 
ſture, 
without attracting applauſe. The au- 
dience made him tao ſenſible of the 
eaſure they bad in ſeeiug him on the 
ge ; and he abuſed theim favour ac- 
cordingly. I perceived that he ſome- 
times forgot himſelf in the middle of 
a ſcene, and put. theit prepoſſeſhon in 
his behalf to too ſevere a proof ; for 
they would often have done him juſtice, 
had they hiſſed inſtead of extolling 
him to the ſhigs.r + 71 t on 24 
There was; likewiſe; a zclappipg of 
hands at. the appeaxance-of ſome. other 
actors; and, in particular, of an ac- 
treſs, wha per formed rhe patt — 
Whiting: woman, whom having con 
deged with attention, no terms can ex- 
:my. futprize,: when I recollected 
i her the perſon ol Lauta, my dear 


Laura wbem 1. ſtiſl believed 0 be in 


the ſervice of Arſenia at Madrid. 1 
eould not doubt, that it was ſhe ; ber 
ſhape, her features, the ſound of ber 
voices: everything | aſſured me that: I. 
was pot'miſtaken F Nevertheleſs, as if 
I had miſtruſted the evidence of my. 
eyes and cars, Laſked ber name. of af 
cavalier who {at by me. Hey ' laid 
be, from hence came you? It ſeems- 


affairs of perſons in her ſphere, I beg 
ger to know of the ſame man, if this 
ella had not ſome gallant of im- 
portance. He anſwered, that a Por. 
tugueze nobleman; called the Marquis 
de Marialva, who had been about two 
months at Grenada, was at a conſi- 
derable expence on her account. He 
might have told me a great deal more, 
it I had not been afraid of fatiguing 
him with (queſtions. I was more en- 
groffed by the news which this cava- 


lier had told me, than by the repreſen- 


tation of the play and it any body 
had aſked the ſubject of the piece, when 
I' came out, he would have embarraſſed 
me not a little: I did nothing but muſe 
upon Laura, (or Eſtella) and firmly re - 
ſolved to go and viſit her next day; 
though was not without anxiety about 
the reception I ſhould: meet with. I 
had-reaſon to believe, that the fight of 
me would not yield her much pleaſure 
in this brilliant ſituation of her affairs; 
nay,. I imagined. that ſuch a good ac- 
treſs; in order to revenge herſelf upon 
one with whom ſhe had certainly cauſe 
to be diſſatisfied, would probably diſ- 
claim his acquaintance. +All this did 
not diſſuade me from my deſign of go- 
ing. After a flight repaſt (for. ſuch 
pa, dive eating-houſe afarded) I went 
home to my lodging, wliete I waited 
impatiently for the next dag. 
I flept little that night, and got up 
before the ſun; but, as I concluded 
that a nobleman's miſtreſs would not 
be viſihle ſo early, I ſpent three or four 
hours in dreiſing, ſhaving, powdering, 
and perſuming ; reſolving to preſent 


my&1t before her in ſuch à condition 


as Would give her no cauſe to bluſh at 

ſreing me again. I fallied out about 

ten o'clock, and repaired to her lodg- 

ing, to which I received a ditection at 

the hauſe where the players lived, She 
ſſaifed the chief apartment of a large 
iſe the doar of which being o 

to me by a chambermaid, I told her that 


4 pom are juſt arti ved. ſince you dont I wanted to ſpeak with Dame Eſtella. 
© know the fair Eſtella l' be maid went into ſignify my deſire, 
4 7 5 | I. * 7 2 e ++ A favgurize actor. 1 nr 7 


and 
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knd I immediately heard her miſtreſs 
pronounce, with a loud voice, Who 
7 is the young man? what does he 
« want? Let him come in.“ By this 
I concluded that I had choſen an un- 
- ſeaſonable time for my viſit; that her 
irs lover was at her toilet; 
and that her reaſon for ſpeaking fo 
loud, was to * 1 him that ſhe ne · 
yer received ſuſpected meſſages; My 
conjecture was true; the. Marquis de 
Marialva commonly paſſed the morn- 
ing in her company; and I expected 
a very diſagreeable compliment, when 
this truly original aftreſs; ſeeing me 
appear, ran to me with open arms 
crying, Ah I my dear brother, is it 
« you?” and with theſe words, em- 
braced me ſeveral times. Then turn- 
ing to her gallant, * My lord, faid 
ſhe, * pardon me for yielding to the 
forte of blood in your preſence. Af. 
© ter an abſence of three years, I can- 
« not behold a brother, whom I ten- 
« derly love, without giving him ſome 
0 of my affection.— Well, my 
© dear Gil Blas,* continued ſhe, ad- 
drefling me anew, tell me ſome news 

of —_— in what condition did 


ve it? 


1 
4 
This queſtion embarraſſed me at firſt; 


but I foon diſcovered Laura's intention; 


and ſeconding her artifice, anſwered 
with an air ſuited to the ſcene we had 
w a, Thank Heaven, ſiſter, our pa- 
© retits ard in good health. I don't 
* doubt,” the replied, that you are 
* aſtoniſhed to find me an afreſy at 
v — — - do not condemn me 
© untieard. Three years 28 

0 — my __ thought be led 
Y me to advan x v1 
me in marriage to Caprata Deb Av 
* tonio Cuplo, who carried me from 
© the Aſturias to Madrid, where he 
© was bord, Six months after our ar- 
© rival in that city, having had an af- 
fait of honour brought upon Him by 
his own violent humour, he kill 

n cavalier who had taken it in hiv 
© head to favour me with ſome atren- 
tion. — being related 
" to perſons of great quality and cre- 
+ dit, my husband, wilo tid no inte- 


s and jewels be could find if 
* the houſe; embarked at Barcelona, 
* croſſed into; Iraly, engaged in the 
* ſervice of the Venetians; ànd at laſt 
* loſt his life in the Moreny fighting 


- 
, 


or Git 5A 


| reſt, fled inte Catalonia, with all te 
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© againſt the Turks. In the mean time, 
* our landed eftate was confiſcated; 
© and I had but a very ſmall jointure 
© left. What could I do in ſuch & 
* troubleſome ity? I could not 
return into the Aſturias 1 for what 
* purpoſe go thither? all the conſola 
© tion I ſhould have received from my 
„family, would haye been no mort 
* than ſympathy and condolence. Ona 
© the other hand; I had been too well 
© educated to be capable of embracing 
© a life of libertinitm. Upon what det 
termination then could I fix * 1 have 
turned actreſs to preſerve my cha- 
J | d 
Tit Marquis de Marialva, who loſt 
not a word of the whole diſcourſe, im- 
licitly believed every ſyllable of what 
Don tonio's widow was pleaſed to 
utter. He even joined in the conver» 
ſation, and aſked if I was in any buſis 
neſs at Grenada or elſewhere; I was 
in ſome doubt, at that inftant; he. 
ther or no I ſhould tell a lye ; but 
thinking that unneceſſary; I ſpoke 
truth, recounting every circumſtance 
of my entering into. and quitting the 
archbiſhop's ice ; which afforded 
infinite diverſion to the Portugiteze 
nobleman. It is true, that notwith- 
ſtanding my promiſe to Melchior, I 
made myſelf a N 8 — 
nce of his grace. But the m is 
— part of the ſcene was, that 
Laura, who thought I had invented 4 
in imitation of her; burſt out into 
loud fits of laughter, which ſhe would 
have probably ſpared, had ſhe know 
that I did not diſſemble. 
Having ended my narration; which 
I finiſhed with the lodging I had hired; 
word was brought that dinner was off 
the table, Upon which I would have 
retired, in to go and dine at m 
eating · houſe z but —— me; 
ſaid, What do you medny brother 1 
© you ſhall dine with me i and I won't 
© even ſuffer you to live any longer in & 
© hired roomy for I intend you M 
„ both eat and lodge in my houſe; 
* Order your to be brou 
* hither this evenitigy 1 hae bed to 
fſpare. oy ie 4 BIR 
a Tue Portugueze noblemang wh per- 
ha N 
ho(pirality, addreffing himfelf to Lau- 
ra, ſaid, No, Eftellay you have met 
convenience for him in theſe lodg+. 
„inge. Your brorber fears: to be a 
Ff « pretty 
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mall be my favourite ſecretary, and 
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pretty young fellow; and {the ad- 
vantage he has in being fo near to 
<. you, intereſts me in his favour. I 
will take him into my ſervice: he 


chief confident. Let him not fail to 
$ come and ſleep at my houſe this very 
* night; for I — an N 
repared ſor the purpoſę. 
s will allow hun a falary of Gar hun- 
* dred ducats; and if in the ſequel, I 
have cauſe, as I hope I ſhall, to be 
s ſatisfied with bis behaviour, I will 
s,put him in a condition to conſole 
s/ himſelf for being too ſincere with the 
© archbiſhop.” 
- The acknowledgments which I made 
to the marquis at this juncture were 
followed by thoſe of Laura, who im- 
roved upon mine. So ſaying, he ſa- 
uted his theatrical princeſs, and went 
away. She led me immediately into a 


+ cloſet, where ſeeing herſelf alone with 


me, I ſhould burſt,* cried ſhe, *if I 
s was obliged to reſiſt any longer the 
© inclination. I have to laugh.“ Then 
throwing herſelf into an eaſy chair, and 
holding her ſides, the laughed immo- 
derately, as if ſhe had loſt her ſenſes. 
I found it impoſſible not to follow her 
example; and when we had indulged 
— ſofficiently. Confeſs, Gil 
Blas, ſaid ſhe, that we have acted 
8 2 1 farce — I did not or 
4 uch a cataſtrophe; my defi 

6 — no other — amd for 
you a table and lodging in my houſe; 
* which that I might offer with- de- 
# .cency, I made thee paſs for my bro- 
ther. I am raviſhed that ſuch a good 
* poſt has occurred to thee by acci- 
dent. The Marquis de Marialva is 
a generous noblgman, who will even 
exceed his promiſe in thy favour. 
Another, added ſhe, might not, 
perhaps, have given ſuch a gracious 
reception to one wha quits his friends 
5. without bidding them farewel : but 
I am one ef thoſe good creatures, 
© who cannot help ſeeing again, with 
*: pleaſure, a whom. they have 
— once loved. 2 acknow- 
| £ impolite behaviour, for 
— 4 alked —_ She then con- 
ducted me into a very handſome din- 
ing -taom, where we ſat down at table 
and; as a wniting - woman and lacquey 
were preſent; behaved to one another 
like brotherrand-filtes} + jo - 
Haring dined, we went Yack to the 
r 11 
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ſame cloſet where we had converſed 
together before. There my incompa- 
rable Laura, giving a loole to all her 
natural gaiety, demanded an account 
of all my adventures ſince our ſepara- 
tion. I made a faithful recital of the 
whole, and when I had gratified her 
curioſity, ſhe gave me the ſame ſatis. 
faction, in recounting the following 
hiſtory of herſelf. PE 


CHAP. vii. 
THE HISTORY OF LAURA, 


$, I Am going to relate, as fuccinctly 
© as I can, by what accident I 
embraced the profeſſion of a player. 
Great events happened, after you 
© left me in ſuch an honourable man- 
* ner. My miſtreſs Arſenia, rather 
© tired than diſguſted with the world, 
©, renounced the ſtage, and carried me 
© with her toa fine eftate which ſhe had 
© bought near, Zamora, with the price 
of her favours. In this city we ſoon 
© contracted an acquaintance and go- 
ing thither frequently, to paſs a 
day or two, came back again, and 
© ſhut ourſelves up in our caſtle. 
In one of theſe ſmall journies, Don 
Felix Maldonado, the corregidor's 
only fon, ſaw me by accident, and 
© happening to be pleaſed} with my 
appearance, ſought an opportunity 
© of ſpeaking with me in private; 
Which, that I may concal nothing 
from thee, I own, was: facilitated 
© by myſelf. He was a cavalier not 
8 yet twenty years. old, fair as Love 
© himſelf, a perfect model in ſhape, 
* and ſtill more engaging by his gal” 
© lant and generous. behaviour than 
by his perſon ; for he made me an 
<, offer of a large brilliant, which he 
* had on his finger, with ſuch a good 
* 'gract, and preſſing intreaties, that I 
could not, for my foul, refuſe it. I 
did not poſſeſs ſuch an amiable, gal- 
lant with indifference. But what mad- 
* neſs is it in &bigaile40 attach. them» 
« ſelves to the oung heirs. of perſons 
in authority { his father, the molt ſe- 
vete of all carregidors,: informed of 
oux coe οοο,p⅛ne, ade halte 
prevent the conſequences of it, 
ordered me te he apprebended by % 
9 troop, of alguazi s, who carried me, 
5 regardleſs. of. my criee, to Sells: 
9 
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e. pital of Compaſſion . There, with- 
« out any other form of - proceſs, the 
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guilty enough to deſerve ſuch whe? 
worthy treatment, was reſolved to do 
me a good office with the corregidor: * 


c 
4 
« ſaperior ordered me to be ſtripped of 
my ring and dreſs, and cloathed with * © 

4 


© long gown of ſerge, girded 
4 — þ_ with a — of black lea- 
« ther, from whence a roſary of large 
£ beads hung down to my heels. This 
© being ormed, I was conducted 
« into a hall, where I found an old 
monk, of an order that I did not 
« know, who fell a-preaching peni- 
© tence to me, much in the ſame manner 
as Dame Leonardo exhorted thee to 
« patience in the cavern, He told 
« me that I was very much obliged to 
* thoſe who cauſed me to be ſhut up 
© in that place, for they had done me 
infinite ſervice in reſcuing me from 
© the ſnares of the devil. Iwill frank- 
„ly own my ingratitude : far from 
© thinking myſelf beholden to thoſe 
© who had done me that good office, I 
loaded them with imprecations. 
Eight days I paſſed in, afflicting 
© myſelf; but on the [ninth (for 
© counted the very minutes) my fate 
© ſeemedto bear another aſpect. Croſ- 
t fing a ſmall court, I met the ſteward 
of our houſe, perſon who ruled 
„with unlimited ſway; the ſuperior 
* herſelf was under his command: and 
ge rendered an account of his ſteward- 
s ſhip to none but the corregidor, on 
hom alone he depended, and whoſe 
entire confidence he enjoyed. His 
* name was Pedro Zendono ; he was 
* born in the town of Selleſdon in 
« Biſcay, being a tall, pale, meagre 
man, whole figure would have ſerved 
tas an excellent pattern for the pic- 
ture of a rank rogue. He ſcarce 
* ſeemed. to look at the ſiſters; and, 
in ſhort, thou never ſaweſt ſuch an 
* hypocritical face, although thou haſt 
lived in an archbiſhop's palace. 
Well then," ſaid ſhe, © I met this 
© Signior Zendono, who ſtopped me, 
* ſaying, „Daughter, be comforted, 
# Iam touched with your misfortune.” 
© He ſaid no more, but went about his 
* buſineſs, leaving me to make what 
© commentaries I pleaſed on ſuch a 
* laconick text. As I believed him to 
< be a good man, I innocently con- 


 * cluded, that he had taken the trouble 


* of examining into the cauſe of my 
* confinement, and finding me not 


* The houſe of correction. 


Jas little acquainted with the Bir: © 
cayan, who had quite other inten- 
tions. He then reſ6lved in his mind 
© the ſcheme of a journey, Which be 
©- imparted to me a few days after." 
«© My dear Laura,“ ſaid he, “ I am 
* ſo. much affected with your ſuffer-" 
« ings, that I am reſolved to put an 
« end to them immediately, In fo 
« doing, I know I ſhall embrace My 
« own ruin: but Fam no longer at- 
©. ter of myſelf. I intend to ake you 
out of priſon to-morrow, and con- 
duct you in perſon to Madrid; bein 
reſolved to ſacriſice every ting to the 


_« pleaſure of being your deliverer,” * 


I vas ready to {woor with joy at 
< theſe words of Zendono, who judg- 
6 - » Oy my acknowledgments, that 
© berty, had the impudence fo 
me off next day, in fight of eve 
© body, by the following &ratagens; H 
© told the ſupefior, that he had orders 
© to bring me to the corregidor, hd 
„as at a pleaſure-houſe wd jeugues 
from tw; and, with the l utmoſt 
© /affarance, made me get into a poſt- 
© chaiſe with him drawn by two 
mules, which he had boughtfor that 
«purpoſe; and, attended by no othek 
* fervants than a valet, who conducted 
© the chaiſe, an was entirely devoted 
©. tothe ſteward, e ſet out, hot fot 
© Madrid, as I imagined, but towards 
the frontiers of Portugal, where we 
arrived before the Corregidor of Za? 
c mora could Geer our flight, 
and ſend the eagles of juſtice in pur: 
+ ſuit of us. So 
Before we entered Braganza, the 
© Bifeayan made me put on a Tuit of 
*. men's cloaths, which he had the pre- 
* caution to provide; and now look - 
© ing upon me as fairly embarked with 
* him, ſaid to me, at the inn where 
« we lodged, ' © Fair Laura, be not 
«<- offended with me for bringing you 
% into Portugal; for the Corregidor of 
« Zamora will make ſearch for us in 
6 our native country, as two erimi- 
4 nals tolwhom Spain ought not to 
4% afford à retreat. But, added he, 
«« we can ſhelter-ourſelves from his 
10 reſentment in this foreign kingdom, 
L 1 | 
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ged for nothing fo much as li- 
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it be, at preſent, - under 
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4% alt 


«© the dominian of the Spaniſh m—_ 


« chy. Here we ſhall, at leatt, 
20 more ſecure than in our own _ 
Follow, therefore, a man who» 


3 ws you; and let us ſettle at 


4 Coimbra, Where I will become a 
for the Holy Office; and, un- 
72 the ſhade of * formidable tri- 
a buaal, our days will ſmopthly glide 
in — * — N 
_< Such a farw prapoſal gave me 
© to underſtand that I had to Sd 2 
c cavalier who dig not chuſe to redreſs 
tho grieyances of damfels, merely for 
the glory of I per- 
ö — be depended * good deal 
4 | gone more u 
; <w —— (s. Nevertheleſs, though " 
b a os 
in hut a 
With diſdain, Tis true, —＋ 
had two ſtrong reaſons for ſhewipg 
mnmyſelſ ſo — ; I diſliked his per- 
s ſon, and diſtruſted his circumſtances. 
But whey, returning to the charge, 
be offered to wed me, as a prelimi- 
and ſhewed me that bis ſtew- 
had him in a condition 
wa f for a long time, I 
I began 10 liften to 
T'was dazuled by the 
and jewels which he ſpread he- 
we; and found, by experience, 
as many metamorpholes are 
* intereſt as by love. My 
an became, gradually, quite 
man in my eyes: his call 
med the form of 
kit ſhape; his pale complexion 
; e 2 
cr af look,” I then accepted 
hand, without relufzance, in the face 
y 2 Heaven, which be called 46 wit- 
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a 6 ated me with 
* ſeveral diamonds, among which I 
* recolleed that of Don Felix Mal- 
«* dapada, This diſc was fufh- 
« cient to make me conceive how 2H 
h I had (een were acquired, 

and to perſuade me that I had not 
* married a r obſcaver of the 
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© ſeventh article of the 
* conſidering wyſelf as t "IS 
© his dexterity, 1 — him in my 
© heart: for a woman will excuſe even 
© the bad ions which her beauty 
< prompts the men to commit; other- 
© wiſe, I ſhould have thought him an 
* execrable villain. 
£ ] was pretty well ſatisfied with 
him for two or three months, during 
* which he bebaved in a gallavt man- 
© mars qad ſeemed to love me with 
great tepderneſs: nevertheleſs, theſe 
marks of aſſection were falſe ap- 
© pearances; for the rogue chented me 
© at laſt. One morning, on my return 
© from maſs, I found nothing at home 
: but bare walls 3 the whole furni- 
ture, wi baggage, Was car- 
© ried off: — and his faithful 
« valet, had taken their meaſures ſo 
© well, that, in leſs than an hour, the 
12 pillage of the houſe had 
— finiſhed, in ſuch 3 
© manger, — with the cloaths only 
* which I had on my back, and the 
80 ring of (Don Felix, > ater pot 
© tly on tinger, 1 m a- 
1 an ungrateful patch, 
like another Ariadne. But, I aſſure 
I did not amuſe myſelf with 
elegies on my misfortunes 
thanked — for — 
me from ſuch u wretch, 
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uld ſoan make myſelf 2- 
F been deſirous of ftay- 
ortugal, and attaching myſelf 
lome lady of tation, I ſhould not 
ave wanted 2 place: but, whether 
I loved my pwn co „or was in- 
f luenced by the force of deftiny, which 
WY benter fortune for me here, 
reſolved to return to Spain; and 
« applying to a jeweller, who 
ready · money — r. out 
* with an old Spaniſh lady, who was 
going in a chaiſe to Seville. 
Thi —— — Be 
« rathea, had been to wiſit one of her 
relations ſettleil at Coimbra, and was 
on her return to Seville, where ſhe 
4 lived. There was ſuch a ſympathy 
4 between her diſpofition and mine that 
e became friends the veoy fand 
of our journey; and our mutual a 
4 2 grew ſo ſtrong on the road, 
at, 


j 


8 8 
"Ta 
5 


« 
4 
$. 
9 
4 
4 
c 
£ 
* 
6 
4 
4 1 
55 
[ 


. ADVENTURES 


« ſuffer we to lodge no where but in 
ber houſe. I had no cauſe to repent 
of my acquaintance, for I never knew 
< a woman of a better charaRerz and 
one might ſtill perceive, by ber fea- 
* tures, and the ing of her eyes, 
that in her youth many a guigar 
been thrummed on her aceount: in- 
« deed, ſhe was the widow of ſeveral 
noble huſbands, and _ in an bo- 
« nouraþle manner on jointures 
s which the evzoyed. Oy 

Among other excellent qualities, ſhe 
ad that of being very compaſſionate to 
s unfortunate young women. When I 
« imparted to her my own ſtary, ſhe en- 
« tered warmly into my intereſts, and 
« beſtowed a thouſand curſes on Zendo- 
no. What degs theſe men are!” aid 
+ the; ina tone that made me gueſs ſhe 
+ had met with ſame ſteward in her way 
6 ious wretches | I know there 
„% are ſuch villains in the warld, who 
divert themſelves in deceiving wo- 
% men. What I am pleaſed at, my 
dear child, added the, ** is, that, 
« according to your relation, you are 
* no longer bound to that perjured 
„% Biſcayan; if your marriage with 
« him was good enough to ſecure your 
/ reputation ; by way of recompence, 
* it is alſo bad enough to permit you 
to contrast a better, whenever you 
can find an apportunity.“ 

I went abroad every day with Do- 
* rothea, either to church, or to viſit; 
* and this being the way to meet with 
5 ſome adventure ſoon, I attracted the 
notice of ſeveral cavaliers: who, in 
order to ſound the buſineſs, made 
* intereſt with my old hlandlady : 
but ſome had not Wherewithal to 
make a ſettlement, and others 
—— 
1 | ilteging to any 
them. Qne day, — and I 
took a whim of going to ſee a play at 
* Seville ®z and, upon conſulting the 
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Lope de Vega Carpio. . 
© Among t actreſſes who appears 
* ed on the ſtage, I diſeoyered my old 
© friend Phenicia, that jolly merry 
* wench whom thou haſt ſeen when he 
« was waiting-maid to Florimanda, 
and with whom thou haſt ſometimes 
* ſupped at Arſenia's houſe. I knew 
that he had wo+_boey in Mga foo : 
two years before, but was ignorant 
* of her being an aftreſs. Having an 
© eager deſae of embracing her, I found 
* the piece very tedious: but this 
might be the fault of the actors, who 
* played either too ill or too well to 
« yield me amuſement; for as to me, 
* whoam a merry creature, I own my - 
* ſelf as much diverted by a pla 
© who is perfectly ridiculous, — 
8 an = 1s ＋ in his way. 

At lengt moment I waited 
for being arrived, that is, the end of 
* La famoſa comegia; my widow and 
I went behind the ſcenes, where we 
« perceived Phepicia acting the co» 
5 quette, and liſtening with affectation 
to the ſoft warbling of a young bird, 
* which it ſeems had allowed 5 to 
de inſnared by her dec lamation. She 
no ſooner obſerved me, than quitting 
© her admirer with a courteous air, ſhe 
came towards me with open arma, 
and laaded me with les. We 
4 expreſſed our mutual joy in ſoei 
one another again; but the time an 
«© place not permitting us to launch 
© out into a long converſation, we de- 


* diſcorleroprter Gore flly ax tr 
—_— of talking is one of the 
— —_— — * 
8 
* tions upon queſtions. God knows, 


® Seville, the capitel.of Andaluſia, in Spain, is fituated in a fertile country on the 
river Cuadalquiver, over which it has a out bridge of ſeventeen boats, which joins the 


city to a large ſuburb on the other fide. The compaſs of the city, including this ſuburb, 
is ſuppoſed to be near fourteen miles, but the wall is only eight. It is very ſtrong, and 


adarned with fifteen gates and a hundred and Gxty-fix towers. The number of inhabitants 
is reckoned to amount to three hundred thouſand. It has alſo an univerſity, and a 


great number of ſtudents Amo 


the manufactures carried on in this city, thoſe of 


the ſilk and filver ſtuffs are the moſt confderable. Seville is an archbiſhoprick of great 


antiquity and dignity. It's revenue amyunts to a hundred and twenty 


thouſand ducats 
$ I was 
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© T was not lazy in getting up, to re- 
© pair to her lodging, according to the 
direction ſhe had, given me! She 
lived with the whole company in a 
© large hired houſe; Which, when I 
© entered, I met a maid-ſervant, who, 
©. when I deſired her to conduct me to 
© Phenicia's apartment, ſhewed me up 
* toa gallery, on one fide of which were 
© tenor twelve (mall chambers, divided 
© from one another by partitions of 
© deal boards only, and poſſeſſed by 
© the joyons band. My guide knock- 
4 xd at a door, which Phenicia, whoſe 
© tongue itched as well as mine, came 
© and opened. Scarce did we allow 
© ourſelves time to fit, before we began 
© to chatter. We had a ſevere bruſh, 
© and uttered in our turns ſo many in- 
© terrogations, that the queſtions and 
© replies ſucceeded one another witli 
© amazing volubility. a3 
After having recounted our mu- 
1 tual adventures, and reciprocally in- 
4 formed ourſelves of the ſtate rw our 
© affairs, Phenicia aſked what I intend- 
ed to do: I anſwered, that I was re- 
_ © ſolved, until ſomething better ſhould 
© caſt up, to enter into the ſervice of 
© ſome young lady of quality. O 
4. fye!” cried my friend, you joke 
4 ſuret Is it poſſible, my dezr, that 
„thou art not yet diſguſted with ſer- 
. vitude? Art thou not tired with ſee- 
ing thyſelf ſubjefted to another's 
40 vi HF; with humouring the caprices 
* of a miſtreſs;' with hearing thyſelf 
46 reproached ; and, in one word, with 
„% being a ſlave? Why wilt thou not, 
« by my example, embrace a theatri- 
* cal life? nothing can be more con- 


«© venient for —_ of ſpirit, who have 
46 neither birth nor fortune; it is a ſi- 
cc 


tuation that holds the middle place 
between the nobility and citizens 
an unreſtricted condition, free of 
that decorum which is fo trouble- 
ſome to ſociety. Our revenues are 
paid in ready caſh by the publick, 
which is our bank; we live in con- 
tinual mirth, and ſpend our money 
as we get it. 
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« The-itage,” added the, © is par- 
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ticularly favourable to women: 
while I lived with Florimonda, (I 
blufh at the remembrance of it!) I 
e was reduced to the neceſſity of liſten- 
« ing to the candle-ſnutfers of the 
6c j company; not one man of 
1 


+ faſhion paid the leaſt attention to 
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% my figure. ' What was the eauſe of 
this nnimportance ? I was not ſeen x 
the fineſt picture has not it's effect, 
« except in a particular light; bur 
« fince I have been placed on my pro- 
66 — pedeſtal, (that is, on the ſtage) 
Heavens, what a change has happen 
« ed! I ſee at my heels the gayeſt youths 
of all thoſe towns through which 
«K we pals, An actreſs, therefore, 
enjoys a great deal of pleaſure in 
% her occupation: if ſhe is prudent, 
% I mean, if ſhe favours one gallant 
« only at a time, ſhe has all the ho- 
« nour imaginable paid to her; her 
chaſtity is applauded, and when ſhe 
changes her lover, ſhe is looked 
upon as areal widow who marries 2 
fecond huſband: nay; if a widow 
© takes a third, ſhe is ſpoken of with 
contempt, and ſaid to have infringed 
the delicacy of her ſex ; whereas the 
actreſs ſeems to be more and more 
regarded, in proportion to the in- 
— of her admirers. After ſhe 
has gone through an hundred in- 
trigues, the is ſtill a morſel for a 
oe OE | * 
« To whom do you talk in this 
manner?“ (aid I, interrupting her: 
Do you think I am ignorant of theſe 
advantages ? I have often reflected 
on them; and they but too much 
flatter the imagination of fuch a 
girl as me: I even feel an inclina« 
tion for the ſtage; but that alone is 
not ſufficient; talent is abſolutely 
neceſſary, and I have none; for 
*when I ſometimes attempted: to re- 
peat paſſages of plays before Arſenia, 
ſhe always found fault with my per- 
formance, ſo that I was diſguſted at 
the profeſſion.” “ Thod art eaſily 
diſcouraged, . replied Phenicia 3 
% doſt thou not know that theſe great 
actreſſes are commonly. jealous ? 
They are afraid, in ſpite of. all ther 
vanity, of being eclipſed. In ſhort, 
I won't take Arſenia's word for thy 
incapacity ; for ſhe was certainly in- 
| Gncere: nay, I aſſure thee, without 
flattery, that thou art born for the 
ſtage; thou haſt genius, a free and 
graceful carriage, a ſweet voice, a 
6c good cheſt, and withal a face! Ab, 
«© baggage, how many cavaliers wilt 
thou charm, if thou turneſt a&reſs !” 
© She plied me with more ſuch ſe- 
© ducing diſcourſe, and made me pro- 
© nounce ſome verſes, that I myſelf 
4 83 s might 
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might judge of my capacity for act- 
ing: but when ſhe heard me, it was 
quite another caſe ; ſhe overwhelmed 
me with applauſe, and preferred me 
« to all the actreſſes in Madrid. After 
this, I ſhould have been inexcuſable, 
had I doubted my own merit. Ar- 
ſenia ſtood impeached and convicted 
« of envy and inſincerity; and I could 
© not help allowing that I was an ad- 
£ mirable ſubjet. Two actors, who 
happened to come in at that inſtant, 
'« and before whom Phenicia obliged 
s me to repeat the verſes which I had 


« already recited to her, were ſeized 


« with a kind of extaſy; from which 
they no ſooner recollected themſelves, 
than they loaded me with praiſe. In 
good earneſt, had the three wagered 
with one another which of them 
* ſhould applaud me moſt, they could 
© not have employed more hyperboli- 
cal | expreſſions... ' My modeſty was 
not proof againſt: ſuch elogiums: I 
© began to believe myſelf of ſome value; 
and thus my thoughts were turned 
s towards the ſtage. TH, 
Come on then, my dear,” ſaid I 
© to Phenicia; ** the affair ĩs determin- 
# ed: I will follow thy advice, and 
« enter mto the company, provided 
« they think well of it.” My friend, 
* tranſported with joy at theſe words, 
« bugged me in her arms; and her 
two comrades ſeemed no leſs delight- 
edi to find me in theſe ſentiments. 
« We agreed that next day I ſhould 
© repair to the theatre/in the morning, 
and before the whole company aſſem- 
® bled; ſhew the fame ſample. of my 
© talent that I had exhibited to them. 
If I had acquired the good opinion of 
« thoſe who: were at Phenicia's lodg- 
* ings, all the actors judged of me 
till more favourably when I had pro- 
* nqunced about twenty verſes in their 
$ preſence. They received me very 
_ * millingly into their company; and 
* then I was wholly engroſſed by my 
* firſt-appearance, which, that I might 
fender as gay as. poſſible, I employed 
*, upon it all the money that remained 
from the ſale of my ring; and though 
had not enough to make a ſuperb 
* figure, I at leaſt found means to ſup- 
* ply' the want of magnificence hy a 
* genteel taſte in my dreſs, ____ 

At length I appeared on the Gage 
for the firſt time; and then, what 
* thyndering applauſe, what elogi- 
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ums was I favoured with |: It is 
dowyright mudeſty, my friend, to 
ſay ſimply that I raviſhed the audi- 
ence z one mult have been witneſs 
of the noiſe I made at Seville to be- 
lieve it. I became the diſcourſe of 
the whole city; which, during three 
weeks, came in crowds to the play- 
houſe, in ſuch a manner, that the 
company, by this novelty, recalled 
the publick, which had began to de- 
ſert them. I began, then, in a man- 
ner that charmed every body; and 
this was the ſame thing as it I had 
advertiſed myſelf to let to the 
higheſt bidder. Twenty cavaliers, 
of all ages, outvied one another in 
their proffers to me; and if I had 
followed my own inclination, I would 
have choſen him who was, young and 
handiome : but people of our {tamp 
ought to conſult nothing but their 
intereſt and ambition, when a ſettle- 
ment is de ending. For this reaſon, 
Don Amb oſio de Niſana, a man al- 
ready old and ugly, but rich and 
generous, and one of the molt po- 
erful noblemen of Andaluſia, had 
the preference. True, indeed, I made 
him purchaſe my favours. at a 

price ; he hired for me a grand houſe, 
which he furniſhed in a very magni» 
ficent manner, gave me an expert 
cook, two lacquies, a chamber-maid, 
and a thouſand ducats for my month- 
ly expence, over and above rich 
cloaths, and a pretty large quantity 
of jewels. , 
© What a change was this in my 
fortune | My reaſon could not ſup- 
port it; I appeared to myſelf, all of 
a ſudden, quite another perſon ; and 
I am not ſurprized that there are girls 
who forget in a little time the mean- 
neſs and miſery trom which they are 
reſcyed by the caprice of à man of 
quality. I will make a ſincere con- 


teſſion ;, the applauſe of the publick, 


the flattering diſcourſe that I heard 
from all quarters, and the paſſion of 
Don Ambrokio, inſpired me with ſen- 
timents of - vanity that amounted; ts 
mere extravagance. I conſidered my 
talent as a noble title; I aſſumed the 
airs, of a woman of quality ʒ and be- 
coming as covetous as I bad betore 


been prodigal of my ſmiles, reſolyed 


to limit my proſpect to dukes, counts, 
and.marquiſles, only. 


_ + Signior de Nilana came to ſup at 


my 


— 


. — 
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houſe every evening with ſome 
8 we his friends; and 1, 12 my ſide, 
took care to invite the moſt engaging 
of our actreſſes ; ſo that we common - 
ly ſpent the beſt part of the night in 
drinking and making merry. Iaccom- 
* modated myſelf mighty well to ſuch 
an agroeable life, vhich, however, laſt- 
© ed but (xx months. Noblemen are apt 
to change, otherwiſe they would be 
© too amiable. Don Ambroſio forſook 
me, for a conqueſt he had made of 
* a young creature from Grenada, who 
© had arrived at Seville, with ſome 
© charms, and the talent of diſpoſing 
* them to the beſt advantage, My 
« afflition at his inconftaney did not 
e laſt, however, longer than four and 
twenty hours. I choſe in his roam. 
aA cavalier of two and twenty, called 
Don Lewi . to whom = 
© in point o rſon, few Spaniards 
© could be Ml - Thou wilt, 
« doubtleſs, aſk, and thou haft reaſon 


* fo to do, why I took ſuch a young 


* nobleman for my gallant, 
knew the conſequences of ſuch 4 
choice. But, behdes that Don Lewis 
* had neither father nor mother, and 
© already enjoyed his eſtate, I muſt 
tell thee, that theſe conſequenees are 
© not to be dreaded but by girls of a 
© ſervile condition, of unhappy the- 
« adventurers. Women of our pro- 
« feffion are privil 9 and 
© not at all anſwerable for the effełts 
© that our charms produce. So much 
© the worſe for thoſe families whoſe 
© heirs we pillage ! | 
Alcacer and I attached ourſelves {6 
* ſtrongly to one another, that no mu- 
© tual paſſion, I believe, ever equalled 
© that with which we were inflamed. 
* We loved with fo much fury, that 
one would have thought we were 
* both enchanted : and thoſe who were 
0 ainted with our correſpondence, 
delieved us the moſt happy lovers in 
© the world; though we were, in rea- 
. 12. _ moſt miſerable. If Don 
Lewis a perſon altogether amia- 
© ble, he was Ut the ſame time ſo jea- 
« lous, that he afflicted me inceſſantly 
« with unjuſt ſuſpicions. It was in 
© vain for me to accommedate myſelf 
© to this weakneſs, to conſtrain tnyfelF 
s ſo far as not to look upon a man. 
His diftruft, ingenious in finding out 
*. crimes to lay to my charge, rendered 
© my caution altogether uſeleſs, Our 
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© moſt render moments were alwayy 
© diſturded by quarrels, which it way 
0 = be to —— Both of us 
6 6ur I Ace, a we broke in 
_ — Wouldſt thou 
4 believe it? we looked upon the laſt 
day as the moſt charming of our com. 
mere. Equally fatigued with the 
« troubles we had undergone, we ex- 


preſſed the moſt joy in our mutual 


* xdiey, We were like two miſerable 
5 ives, who, after a rude ſlavery, at 
« laſt recover their freedom. 

Since that adventure, I am always 
* 6n my guard againſt love. I wilt 
* 0 _ = x64 that 
- fury repoſt : it does not 
0 — thoſe of our profeſſion to ſigꝭ 
© like other people; and we ought not 
to enterthin in private a paſſion, the 
* ridicule of which we repreſent in 


„ publick. 

- t this time * oe ſome 
8 yment te Fame, which report- 
et every where that I was an inimi? 
* table aAreſs. On the afſurance of 
© this goddeſs, the players of Grenada 
3 wrote to me, propoſing that I ſhould 
4 
1 
* 


enter into their company and, to 
let me know that the propoſal was 
not to be rejected, fent me an ac- 
* count of their daily expence, and the 
© terms of their 3 From which 1 
© concluded, that it would be for my 
« intereſt to comply. I accepted it, 
therefore; though, at bottom,'T was 


t grieved at ing from Phenicia 
and Dorothea, = Nw x loved as 
«© much as one woman is ble of 


* loving — . her — Ar 
« firſt buſy in melting t te of 2 
1 little — [dfimirh, who, out 
« of vanity, would have an actreſs for 
* his miſtreſs. 1 — — to tell thee, 
© that, when I _—_ to the 
« ſtage, I changed, throup im, my 
6 — from — — of Eitetla, 
under which appellation I fet out fot 
Grenada. | 
© Here my firſt was no 

© leſs lueky than at Seville, and I 
* myſelf at once ſurrounded by admir- 
ers; but being reſolved to favout 
* none exceft in an honourable way, 
I behaved to them with ſo much re- 
* ſerve, that they were blinded by my 
affected modeſty. Neverthelefs, that 
I might not be the dupe of a conduct 
* that would be of no ſervice, and which 
« indeed was net natural 26 me, I wad 
6 going 
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t going to liſten to a young judge, of 
NN J a 


, 
Who allſumed the 


« nobleman by virtue of his office, a 


« ſumptuous table, and rich equipage, 
« when I ſaw, for the firſt time, the 
Marquis de Marialva. This Por- 
« tugueze; lord, who travels through, 
« Spain outof curioſity, ſtopped on his, 
way at; Grenada; and coming to 
« the play, one night, when [ did not 
« at, conkdered with great attention 
« the actreſſes who preſented them-, 
« ſelves, and found one to his liking. 
« He made an acquaintance with her, 
« the very next day, and was ready to 
© conclude the bargain, when I appear- 
« edon the ſtage. My figure, and the 
« air I gave myſelf, turned the weather · 
cock all on a ſudden, and my Por- 
« tugueze attached himſelf to me only. 
To confeſs the truth, as I was not 


ignorant that my comrade bad pleaſ- 


« ed that: nobleman, I ſpared nothing 
to deprive her of her conqueſt ; and 
I had the good fortune to accompliſh 
it. I know that the bears me a 
« grudge for my ſucceſs, but I could 
© not help doing it; and ſhe ought to 
«* conſider it. as a thing ſo natural to 
« women, that the beft friends make 
no ſcruple of practiſing it on one 
6 another.“ | | 2 


THE RECEPTION WHICH GIL BLAS 
MET WITH FROMyTHE PLAYERS 
OF GRENADA," AND HIS FINDING 
AN OLD ACQUAINTANCE BEHIND 

+ THE SCENES. 


12 A had no ſooner finiſhed 
her ſtory, than an old actreſs, 
who lived in the neighbourhood, came 
to take her up in her way to the pla 

houſe. This venerable ſtage-heroihe 


: 


ing the part of the goddeſs Cotys. 
ſiter did not faihto preſent her brother 
to this ſuperannuated figure; upon 
which a great many compliments vaſe 
en both es. 
I left them together, telling the ſtew- 
ard's widow, that I would rejoin her 
at the theatre, as ſoon as I ordered m 

| ge to be carried to the Marquis 
de Marialva's houſe, to which he gave 


me a direction. I went immediately 
to my own room; from whence, after 


would have been very proper for play- 

ja dhe "My ſcenes, where I found the company 
all dreſſed, and feady to begin.” The 
actots and actreſſes, to whom Laura 
preſented me, pouted upon me in ſhoals. 
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having ſatisfied my landlady, I repaired, 
with a man who carried my portman” 
teau, to a large furniſhed houſe where 
my new maſter lodged. I met at the 
door his. teward,” who aſked me if T 
was not Dame'EſteMa's'brother; and, 
upon my anſwering, in the affirmative, 
ſaid, Signer Cavalier, you are very 
velcome! the Marquis de Marialva, 
© whoſe ſteward 1 have the honour to 
© be, has ordered me to give you a 
© handſome reception. here is a 
© chamber'preparedfor you, to which, 
© if you pfeaſe, I ſhall ſhew *. the 
* way,” So ſaying, he carried me to 
the top of the houſe, and ſhewed me 
into a chamber ſo ſmall, that a yery 
narrow bed, a cheſt, and two chairs, 
quite filled it. This was my apart- 
ment. Tou won't be very much at 
© large in this place,” ſaid my guide 
© but, to make you amends, you mall 
de lodged ina ſuperb manner at Liſ- 
© bon,” I locked my portmanteau in 
my cheſt, put the key in my r 
and aſked at what hour they ſupped. 
It was anſwered,' that the Portugueze 
nobleman kept no table at home, but 
gave a certain monthly ſum to each do- 
meſtick for his board. I put other 
queſtions (4 _, and Row that 
r e belonging to the marquis 
3 of eos ſlug eds. Af. 
ter a ſhort converſation, I left the ſtew- 
ard, to go in 2 of Laura, agreeably 
engroſſed with the preſage I had con- 
ceived of my new place. 

As ſoon as I arrived at the play- 
"houſe door, and told thatT was Eftella's 
brother, I was immedigtely admitted. 
You might have ſeen the guards as 
eager in making a paſſage for me, a8 
if T had been one of the moſt conkitle- 


rable noblemen of Grenada, All th 
ſervants and door-keepers whom I met 


made me profound bows. But what 


'T'wiſh Tcbuld paint to the reader, was 


my ſerio-comical reception beliind the 


he men overwhelmed me with em- 


| braces ; and the women, in their turns, 
applying their painted faces to mine, 
covered it with white ahd red. Each 
deſirous of being the firſt to make their 
5 compliment, they ſpoke all rogethep . 


it was impoſſible for me alone to an- 
{wer j but my ſiſter came te my aſſiſt- 
Gg ance, 
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volume of my hiſtory, ſ 


, © that 
jacket is better lined than formerly. 
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ance, and her indefatigable tongue did 
not leave me in debt to any one. 

The embraces of the 2 or and ac- 
treſſes did not ſuffice; for I was alſo 
obliged to undergo the civilitics of the 
ſcene-painter, the mulick, prompter, 
candle-ſnuffer and his deputy ; in ſhort, 
of all the ſervants of the theatre, who, 
on the re of tay arrival, came run- 
ning to behold me. One would have 
thought that all theſe people were 
foundlings, who had never ſeen a bro- 
ther before. 

Meanwhile the performance begun; 
and ſome gentlemen, who were behind 
the ſcenes, ran to their places z while 
I, like a child of the houſe, continued 
to converſe with thoſe of the actors 
who were not on the ſt: Among 

ſe, I heard one called Melchior ; 
was ſtruck with the name; I conſi - 
dered with attention. the perſoh who 

re it, and imagined] had ſeen him 
omewhere. I at length recollected 


him to be Melchior 2 — 
ſtroller, Who, as I obſerved 


ad in a ſpring. 
: D im aſide ; 
am miſtaken,” ſaid I, 
© that Signior Melchior 
© had the honour to breakfaſt one day 
© at the fide of a clear ſpring between 
Valladolid and Segovia. I was in 
company with a journeyman barber; 
© we had ſome proviſions in a k 
© ſack, which, being joined to yours, 
made up a pretty little repaſt, which 
© was ſeaſoned with a thouſand agree - 
© able allies.” Zapata having muſed 
minutes, anſwered, * You men- 
© tion a circumſtance which I recal 
© without difficulty : I was then returh - 


ordingly, *1 
ö 15 5 — not 
ith whom I 


ing to Zamora, from having made an 


© unſuceetsful attempt on the at 


Madrid: I remember too, that I was 


in very bad circumftances.'—* Ire · 
© member the ſame thing,” ſaid I, * by 
© this token, that you wore a jacket 
© lined with play · bills. You ſeeI have 
© not forgot it, no more than that you 
* complained at that time of having 
© too chaſte a wife.“ Oh, I have no 
©. cauſe to complain of that at preſent!” 


aid Zapata, with precipitation; egad 


« my goſſip is very much reformed in 
icular, and therefore wy 


Las going to congratulate him on 


"rance in looking at me, I addre 
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his wife's reformation, when he Was 
obliged to leave me, in order to apptir 
upon the ſtage. Curious to Know his 
2 I made up to an actor, and de- 
d he would ſhew her to me, This 
he did, ſaying, There ſhe is ; that is 
© Natciſſa, the handſomeft of bur la. 
« dies, your lifter * * Iimme- 
diately concluded, that this actreſt 
muſt be the in favour of whom the 
Marquis de Marialva had declartd' 
himſelf, before he hid ſeen Eſtella; 
and wy conjeture was hut too true. 
When the play was over, I conducted 
Laura to her lodging, where I per- 
ceived ſeveral wg ge”. a great 
entertainment. Thou mayeſt ſup 
„here, ſaid the. I won't indeed,” 
faid I; * the marquis, perhaps, will 
© chuſe to be alone with you.'—"0, 
© not at all!" ſhe replied; “ he id to be 
« here with two of his friends and ohe 
© of our gentlemen ;z and it is 1 
© own option to make a ſixth. Thou 
© knowelt that, in the houſes of ac- 
< trefles, ſecretaries have the privilege 
of eating with their maſters. 
True, frid I; but it would be a 
1 little too early for me to put myſt 
© on the n a favourite ſecre- 
c ha in enjoy his confidence, 
© before I can merit that honourable 
© privilege.” So faying, I left her; 
and repaired tq my eating-houſe, which, 
I intended to frequent every day, fince 
my maſter kept no table at home. 


HE SUPPED THAT EVENING WITH 
AN EXTRAORDINARY MAN 1 AN 


ACCOUNT OF WHAT HAPPENED 
BETWEEN THEM, 


Obſerved in the hall a Rind of old 
monk, cloathed in coarſe grey cloth, 
who was at ſupper all alone in à cor- 
net. Sitting down, out of curiolity, 
juſt oppoſite to him, I faluted him ver 
civilly, and he ſhewed himfelf no 
| My pltrance being bro 
began to diſpatch it with a 
of appetite ; and while 1 eat in filence, 
1 frequeiitly tooketd at this perſon, ole 
yo always found fixed on mint. 
Fatigued with his ſtubborn ptrſtve- 
eck Wim 
in theſe words 3 * Father, have we r 
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© ſeen. one another before? You ob- 
hab. if I was hot altogether * © 
| 8 | at gravity, 
My. My reaſon for 1 my eyes upon 

to admire the prodigious va- 


*. 0 „J ab which 


marked 


ig the features of your face,'—— I 
faid I, with an air of raill 
0 5 n deals Bp 9h 


at art," 


n verified by the eyent, 


W „ „ „ „„ 


ſcopy- = boaſt of polling. 
ving 2 f * wh 


« inſpeAtion of the hand wi 


© the face. 


monk; and 


A 5 


illed in tb cy, and wil ami 
08 to ſay, that "my oracles are in- 
lible, when I have compared the 


that of 


Although this old man had all the 
nce of a wiſe perſon, I thought 

m ſo foolith, that I could not help 
laughing in his face. Inſtead of being 
eh he lay at my unpolite- man 


| "A an 8 
words, 


175 in theſe 
his eyes around 


hall, to 5 Nured that nobod 
es +1 . not ſy — 4 


you ſo prejudiced again 
L 22 e e 


to ſee 
iences 


as frivolous 


* in this age, The Jong nd painful 
' * ſtudy whk they Op Won p22 pad 

* all the learned men, who renounce 
* and decry them, out of deſpair. of 


* T am not diſcouraged 
© rity in which they 
7 Nen than by Wa 


acquiring them. For It 


ee occur in the ſearch o 


ro 


ibculties which | 
f * c real puni 


own 
the ob £u- 


uded, n 


me ecrets, and in the wonder- 


of tranfmuting metals into“ 


| ut I don't added he, 
LY Nan I ſpeak to 


* a young ** to whom my diſ- 


** * in effect 
© c 


imerical. A ſample of m Will 


Ar quite 


5 wall diſpoſe you mucl belies an all 
re favourably 
| words, he 
took ou? of his pocket a phial full of 
ted liquor; and then faid, Here js an 
* elixir which I compoſed this morn- 


1 
of my 7.5 1 wore 


* ing of che juice of certain 


_ © tilled in an alembick ; for 


i 


lants dii- 


have em- 


7 * ployed almoſt Þ my life, like De- 
* macritus, in find 44 out the 

G ors. minerals 75 ſimples. You 

all ſee it's virtue put to the proof. 


* #0; vie FIMGp v5 Day ink. | 
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c * lover vB it jp cxegrable, Halt 


me exce So —_ 
put into "outs "of bis 
elixir, which rendet * e more 
—— than the beſt that is W 
Pain. 
pe marvellous frikes the — 
nation 3 and when once that is 
the judgment is no longer ud. 
ed with ſuch a fine ſecret; ahd From 
ed that he muſt be more than 25 devil 
who could find it out, IL ericd, iy a 
trapſpart of N Ob, father! 
an me, 1 took ye 
Frau old fool; 2 — 
© to your capacity, and n 
* than I al ſeep to E * 
u could, if you 4 convert, 
0 15 an inſtant, 1 dee ron into an 
© ingot of gold. How happy ſhould L 
© be could 7 ſſeſs ſuch an admirable 
© ſcience!l'= "Heaven preſeryeyou from 
n Win, an acquiſition,' faid the old 
„ interrupting me with 7 
figh : © You don't ty 
: . u with for. 
of envyipg, rather pity me, - 
© ing be owed fo 10 pains to 25 
© myſelf unhappy. Live in continual 
« dilquiet. I am afraid of being diſ- 
1 aun or that my ke will 
6 by. perpetual impriſon- 
© ment. In this "apprehenſion, I lead 
* a wandering life, diſguiſed ſometimes 
* like a prieſt or monk, and fometimes 
© like a peaſant or cavalier. Is it then 
an a ies to know how to make 
gold at that 75 and are not riches 
ment for thoſe perſons 
© who — enjoy them in tranquil- 


This diſcourſe” ſeeming to me iv 
ſenſible, 1 ſajd 25 Be . 2 
nothing like a qujet life! you give me 
* a diſguſt at the Eater Kone z 
© and I will be contented with learn- 
© ing of you the future eventꝭ of my 
life. With all my heart, child,” 
anſwered be; have already made my 
© remarks on your features; let us 
© now ſee your hand.” I preſented it 
to him with a confidence chat will not 
do me much honour in the opinion of 
ſome readers z and he baving examin- 
ed it with great attention, exclaimed, 
a fit of enthuſiaſm, * Ab! what tran- 
© fitions from grief to joy, and from 
© joy to grief! What capricious ſuc- 
* ceſſions of misfortune and proſperi- 
* ty ! But you have already experienced 
682 na great 


8922 > * 7 = ”"* #\ % 7 er vabgs 4 10 9 
230 "ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS, 
a great deal of theſe vicifſitudes. You . remember, that I diſpenſe with yoy 
have not a many more afflic- * attendance in the evening, * 
„tions to undergo; and a nobleman occaſion for nobody but my valets 
will confer upon you. an agrecable de chambre. 
c deſtiny, not biegt to change. Af- After this explanation, which at 
ter. having aſſured me, that I might bottom gave me a good deal of plea. 
depend on this prediction, he bade me , ſure, ſince it { me a piece of! ſub. 
_ farewel, and went ont of the eating · jection which I ſhould have ſometimes 
houſe, leaving me quite engroſſed with felt in a very diſagreeable manner, I 
the things which I had heard. I did left the marquis in his apartment, and 
not at all douht that the Marquis de retiring to my garret, went to bed; 
; Marialva, was, the nobleman in queſti- but having no inclination to ſleep, it 
.on; and, of conſequence, nothing ſeem- came into my head that I ſhould fol. 
ed more oy than the accompliſn- Tow the advice which Pythagoras gives 
ment of the oracle. But though I had us, of recollecting at night all that we 
pot ſeen the leaſt appearance of proba- have done in the day, in order to ap- 
2 1 e helped repoſing plaud our good, and condemn our bad 
an entire belief in the pretended monk, actions. | 
: ſo much authority had he acquired in I did not find my conſcience clear 
Med ana by his elixir. On my fide, enough to be ſatisſſed with my con- 
that I might haſten the happineſs that duct; but reproached myſelf with hav. 
„Vas predicted to me, I reſol | 
wach myſelf to the marquis more than I In vain did I ſuggeſt as, an excuſe, 
ad done to, any of my maſters ; and that I could not in hohour give the lye 
+ Baving formed, this relation I re-, to a girl, who had nothing in view 
Fired to our bouſe in a tranſport of joy but to do me a pleaſure; and that, in 
* that 1 cannot expreſs. Never did, a ſome ſhape, I found myſelf under a 
Voman leave.a fortune-teller with more neceſſity of being an accomplice in the 
Jatisfaqion.,” Cheat. Little ſatisfied with this apo- 
Tv, n logy, 1 anſwered, that I ought not 
n + » .. then to have puſhed things ſo far; and 
$3. SRI -+ © + a+ wp  _ "that T muſt have a great deal of impu- 
n | , - dence to live with a nobleman, whoſe 
-» THE, COMMISSION THAT THE MAR- confidence I fo ill repaid; In ſhort, 
quis ob MARIALVA GAVE, TO after a ſevere examination, I conclud- 


NI | 1 3 * dad - 

eL, LAB, AND THE MANNER IN ed, that if I was not a rogue, I was 
„ WHICH, THAT FAITHFUL SECRE- next kin to on "1:28:00 Le 
„ Tax ACQUITTED HIMSELF or From thencs paſſing to the conſe- 


Sap © 5 .  _ quences, I repreſented to myſelf that 
N NN 0. 8 1 layed a very high game, in deceiy- 
* 012 P * 11 4 8 
II marquis-was not yet comehome ing a man of quality; who, for my 

from the lodgings of his actreſs; fins, would perhaps ſocn diſcover 
ind 1 found his yalets de chambre play- trick. A reflection fo judicious, ter- 
. angat primero-in his apartment, RN. rified me not a little; but the ideas of 
ing his return; I made up to them, and E and intereſt ſoon diffipated my 
e amuſed ourſelves in making mer- . 
xy till two o'clock in the morning, man with the elixir would have been 
© when, our maſter arrived. He was a ſufficient to remove my doubts. I gave 
© Jittle ſurprized to ſee me, and ſaid with ,myſelf up, therefore, to the mol a- 
2 gracious air, , which made me gueſs greeable fancies : I formed, new rules 
that he returned well ſatisfhed of arithmetick, to reckon within my- 
with his evening's pleaſure, How, {elf the ſum to which, my wages wo 
© Gil Blas 1 not yet a- bed?“ I an- amount at the end of ten years ſervice. 
ſpwered, that I was Zen willing to know To this I added the gratifications which 
© what orders he had for me. © I ſhall, I, ſhould receive from my maſter ; and 
perhaps,“ he reſumed, give you a meaſuring them by his liberal diſpob- 
© commiſſion to-morrow morning; but tion, or rather by my own deſires, 
© it will be time enough then to tel! had an intemperance of imagination, 
© you the N Meanwhile, (if I may be allowed the expreſſion) 
* you, may go to reſth and henceforth which ſet no bounds to my forrune ; 


ved to at- ing ſupported the impoſture of Laura, 


: beſides, the, prophecy of the 
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1 was gradually lulled by ſo much 
wealth, and fell aſleep in the very act 
of building caſtles in Spain. 5 
Next day I got up at eight o'clock 
in the morning, to go and receive my 


NG but as I opened the 
oor t 


o go out, I was very much ſur- 
ized ro'ſee him appear before me all 
alone, in his ates and morning- 
"gown: Gil Blas,” ſaid he, - laſt night, 
when I left your ſiſter, I promiſed 
to be with her this morning; but an 
* affair of conſequence hinders me from 
keeping my word. Go, and aſſure 
her from me, that I am very much 
mortiſied at the diſappointinent ; and 
© tell her, I ſhall certainly ſup with 
© her in the evening. This is not all,” 
added he, putting into my hand a purſe 
with a little — vb ener with 
diamonds; carry this my picture to 
- ©her, and ——_ 2 fifty 
-'© piſtoles, hien I give as a mark of 
the friendſhip I have already con- 
« ceived for you. I took the picture 
with one hand, and the purſe I fo little 

\ deſerved with the other; and runnin 
inſtantly to Laura, cried, in the — 
of joy with whith I was tranſported, 
0 tbe prediction is viſibly-ac- 
compliſhing. What a happineſs is 
it to be the brother of ſuch a hand- 
ſome and gallant girl ! What a pity 
© it is that there is not as much ho- 

* nour as profit and pleaſure in it!“ 

Laura, con to the cuſtom of 
people of her pro being uſed to 


7 
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ſidered the painting fu ally, re- 
turned to the ſtones, whoſe beauty ſhe 
extolled, ſaying with a ſmile,'© Theſe 
© are copies which we women of the 
© ſtage value more than originals,” 

I then told her that the generous Por- 

tuguete, when he entruſted me with the 

- picture, had gratified 'me with a purſe 
of fifty piſtoles. I congratulate thee 
upon thy good fortune; ſaid the to 
me: this nobleman begins where 
others even rarely end.“ To you, 
my dear creature, I replied, * TI owe 
this preſent : the marquis beſtowed 
it upon me ſolely on account of x 
- © being your brother. I wiſh,* ſaid 
ſhe, © that he would give you as much 
every day; for I cannot expreſs how 

* dear thou att to me. The very firſt 
moment I ſaw thee, Tattached myſelf 
to thee by a tie too ſtrong for time to 
break. en I loſt thee at Madrid, 

I did not "deſpair of finding thte 
again; and yeſterday, when I faw 
_ © thee, received thee as/aman-whom 
Fate brought back to my arms. In 

a word, my friend, Heaven has de- 
ſtined us for one another: thou ſhalt 
de my huſband; but ve muſt firſt 
enrich ourſelves: I want to have two 
or three more intrigues to make thee 

: © eaſy for life. | | 

I T thanked her in a polite manner for 
the trouble ſhe intended to take ow m 
account; and we inſenſibl 2 

in a converſation that 1 till noon. 

Then I retired, to give an account to 


_ riſe early, I ſurprized her at her toilette; my maſter of. the manner in which tis 


where, in expectation of the Portu- 
gueze, ſhe joined to her natural beauty 
all the' auxiliary-charms that the art 
of coquetry could beſtow. * Amiable 


© Eſtella!' ſaid I to her hen entered, - 


© the loadftone of ſtrangers! I may 


© now fit at table with my maſter, ' 


© fince he has honoured me with a 


© commiſſion which gives me that pre- 
- © rogative, and of which I come to 
* acquit myſelf. He cannot have the 


© pleaſure of your company this morn- 
© ing, as he propoſed; but, for your 
* conſolation, will ſup with you at 
© night; and he ſends you his picture, 
© which to me ſeems a matter of ſtill 
0 pe conſolation,” 


— gave her-the bor, 


which, by the bright ſparkling of the 
diamonds that adorned it, infinitely 
rejoiced her eye-ſight, She opened it, 
and ſhutting it again, after having con · 


- preſent was received; and though Lau- 
ra had given me no inſtructions on that 
ſubject, I did not fail to compoſe by 
the way a fine compliment, which I 
intended to t in her name. But 

- when I went home, I was told that the 
marquis had gone out; and it was de- 
creed that I ſhould ſee him no more, 
as may be perceived in reading the fol- 

lowing chapter. 1 427 


S 
GIL BLAS RECEIVES A PIECE or 
NEWS WHICH is LIKE A THUN- 
DERBOLT TO HIM. | 
— to my eatin -houſe, where, 
meeting two men of a very agree- 
able converſatign, I dined and fate at 


table with them till it was time to go 
to 
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to the play. Then we ee 


went about their own affairs, 

took the road to the theatre. I muſt 
obſerve, by the bye, that I had all the 
reaſon in the world to be in good hu- 
mour; mirth had reigned in my con- 
verſation with theſe two gentlemen; my 
fortune wore a moſt Gail 

vertheleſs my ſpirits ſunk, without my 
knowing the reaſon, and without my 


ing face: ne- 
not feel the leaſt inclination to depend 
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«© prevent any ſiniſter accident by i 

© mediate Ahr. by ag 
It would have been ſuperfluous jn 

him to fay more of the matter. I — 

ed the ſtage player for his information; 


and he eahly perceived, by my terci- 


fied look, that I was not the man to 
give the candle · ſnuſfer the lye. I did 


upon my effrontery: I was not e 
tempted to bid fo arewel, le the 
ſhould have inſiſted upon my facing it 
out. I could very well conceye t 
ſhe was an aftreſs of ſych {kill, as to 
be able to extricate herſelf out of the 
dilemma ;z but I ſaw noth 
infallible chaſtiſement ſor 


being able to keep them up, It was, 
doubtleſs, a preſage of the misfortune 
with which I was threatened. 

As I entered the green-room, Mel- 

chior Zapata came to me, and telling 
me ſoftly to follow him, carried me in- 
to a private place, and addreſſed me in 
this manner: Signior Cavalier, I 
think it my duty to give you a very a 
important piece of intelli + You eſcape withmy,houſhal, 

© know that the Marquis S Marialva my baggage) I di 
© had, at firſt, a paſſion for Narciſſa, 
my wife; and had already appointed 
© a day to come and take a lice of my 

© rib, when the artful Eſtella found 
* — — in, — 
© lure ortugueze eman to | 
< own charms. You may weil believe 
that IS Fon not loſe wow 
c good wit vexation. 
- 6: La has this affair at heart, — 

© is capable of undertaking any thing 
to be revenged: the has now a fair 
_ © occaſion. Yeſterday, if you remem- 


Count de 


| 2 ouſe ſeemed 
my only aſylumg but I was not yet 
there; and I could not, without the 


utmoſt uncaſineſs, think on the time I 
bad to ſtay in a city where I was a- 
fraid they would ſearch for me even in 
the night. 


6 ber, all our ſervants crowded to fee 
you; when the under-candle-ſnuffer 
told ſome of the company, that he 


© knew you very well, and that you 


s — nothing lefs than Eſtella s bro- 
1 1 

This report, added Melchior, 
© reached the ears of Narciſſa; who 
< did not fail to interrogate the au- 
© thor, and he has confirmed his aſ- 
« ſertion, by telling ber, that he knew 
you Arſenia's v 


© ra, ſerved that actreſs at Madrid. 
My wife, charmed with that diſ- 


de 
© play this evening. Take your mea- 
4 ſures accordingly; if you are not 
Actually 
vou, as a friend, and on account of 
© our old acquaintance, to provide for 
* —— fafety. Narciſſa, who demands 
but one victim, has allowed me to 


* give you this notice, that you may 


t, at the ſame time 
< that Eſtella, under the name of Lau- 


Efella's brother, I adviſe . 


heard uin order his eee, 


I did not; For all that, omit goip * 
upper at eating- bouſe 5 ug 

was as much diſturbed as a debtor who 
knows that therearebailiffy at his heels, 
What I eat that evening did not, I be- 
lieve, produce excellent chyle in my 
oma Being the aniſerable ſport of 
fear, I examined every body that came 
into the ball; and when,  unluckily, 
any ill- looking fellow entered, (a com- 
mon caſe in theſe places) I uivered 
with dread. Having ſupped in the 
midft of continual alarms, I roſe from 
table, and returned to the carrier's 


_ bouſe, where I chrewympyſelf on 92 
2 _— will impart it to the Marquis 
arialva, Who is to be at the 


of freſh ftraw, and lay till the 
of our departure. ; 
"Meanwhile, my patience was ſuffi- 
Tae oli able. e, 
a diſagreeable retlections: 
when I chanced to ſlumber, I beheld 
the furious marquis mangling the fair 
face of Laura with blows, and demo- 
lihing every thing in her houſe ; or 


me periſh under the baſtinadd. 
ing, I awoke z and though to wake 
is uſually a great comfort after ſuch a 
terrible , waking was to me more 
dreadfol than the dream itfelf. Hap- 
ily for the carner delivered me 
my aid on, by giving me no- 
tice that his mules were ready. I was 
immediately a- foot, and, thank Hea- 
yen l ſet out radically cured of chiro- 
and Laura. In proportion as 
we moved from Grenada, my mind re- 
ſumed it's tranquillity; and I began to 
enter into converſation with- the car- 
rier. I laughed at ſome pleaſant ſto- 
ries he recounted, and loſt, inſenſibly, 
all my fear, I enjpyed a ſound ſleep 
at Ubeda, where we lay the firſt night, 
and on the fourth arrived at Toledo. 
< — care was to aſk a direction 
for 
ther T 


Count de Polan's houſe, whi- 

| wod, well” perſuaded 

that he would not ſuffer me to lodge 
in any other but I reckoned 
without wy hoſt: for I found nobody 
at home but the houſe-keeper, who told 
me that his maſter had ſet out in the 
evening for the caſtle of Leyva, having 


eceived a meſſage that Seraphina was 
dangerouſly ill. 

I did not expect the ahſence of the 
count, which diminiſhed the joy I felt 


at being in Toledo, and induced me to 
take another reſolution. Finding my- 
ſelf ſo near Madrid, I reſolved to go 
thither, reflefting that I might puſh 
myſelf forward at court, where a fupe- 
rior genius, I had heard, was not ab- 
ſolutely to make a ſortune. 
The very next I took the advan- 
tage of a return horſe for * e 

Spain; and Fortune cond me 
thither, in order to make me act higher 
parts than thoſe which I had hitherto 
performed 


CHAP. XII. 

GIL Las TAKES LODGCINGS IN A 
HOUSE WHERE HE CONTRACTS 
AN ACQUAINTANCE WITH CAP- 
TAIN CHINCHILLA, THE CHA- 
RACT EX OF THAT OFFICER; 
WITH AN ACCOUNT OF THE 

Arrak THAT BROUGHT HIM TO 
MADRID. . 


Oe felt arrival at Madrid, 1 
fied. way babiaation in 2 heule 
bat das {ct irtolodgings, where lived, 
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Then 
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among other e, an old captain 
who had 2 the farther end of 
New Caſtile, ta ſolicit at court for a 
penſon, which he thought be had but 
too well deſerved. His name was Don 
Hannibal de Chinchilla. It was nor 
withont aſtoniſiment that I beheld 
him for the firſt time; being a man 
turned of ſixty, of a gigantick ftature, 
and extremely meagre, He wore 2 
pair of thick whiſkers, that curled up 
to his temples on each fide. Over and 
— of a l and arm, a 
aiſter of green ſupplied the 
place of one — 2 the Pa. man 
—_— N Wa his face. Theſe 
ings excepted; he was much 
like — man. Beſides, . had a 
good deal of underſtanding, and ti 
more gravity; was ſcrupulbus in his 
morals; and, in particular, piqued 
himſelf on bis delicacy in point — 
nour. 
After having converſed with him 
two or three times, he honoured me 
with his confidence. I ſoon became 
acquainted with all his affairs. He 


recounted to me on what occaſion he 


had left on eye at Naples, an arm in 
Lombardy, and a leg in the Low-Coun« 
tries. What I admired in his narration 
of battles and was, that not one 
ſconade eſcaped him, nor even aword 
in his own praife; though I could have 
willingly pardoned him for boaſting of 
the half of himſelf that remained, 2» 
an indemnification for the other half 
that he had loſt. Thoſe officers who 
return from the wars [afe and 
are ſeldom ſo modeſt. | 


But he told me, the — $97 gave 


him the moſt concern was, he had 
ſpent a conſiderable eſtate in his cam 
paigns, fo that now his whole fortune 
was reduced to about an hundred du- 
cats a- year, which was ſcarce ſuſſicient 
to maintain his _— _ his 
lodgings, and or writi is me- 
2— 0 per in ſhort, Si os Cava» 
lier, added he, ſhrugging up his 
ſhoulders ; © I preſent one, thank God, 
every day, without being favoured 
© with the leaft notice. One would 
fay, that there is.a wager between 
the prime- miniſter and me, which of 
us ſhall fieit fail, I in giving, or he in 
receiving them. I havealfo had the 
© honour to preſent ſevernl.to his ma- 
< jeſty ; but the curate/fings no better 
© than his clerk; and, in the mean 

© time, 
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© time, my caftle of Chinchilla ſinks 


© into ruins for want of reparation.” 

© We muſt deſpair of nothing, faid- 
I to the captain; © you are now per- 
6 * on the eve of ſeeing all your 
* toils and troubles repaid with in- 
© tereſt,” — © ] ought: not to flatter 
* myſelf with that hope," replied Don 
Hannibal; three days are not yet 
elapied ſince I ſpoke to one of the mi- 
© niſter*s ſecretaries; and if I may be- 
© heve what he ſaid, I may make myſelf 
© very eaſy.— And pray, what did 
© he ſay ? I replied: © Did he pretend 
© that was not worthy of a recom- 
« pence?' — You ſhall judge, re- 
ſumed Chinchilla. The ſecretary 
© told me very plainly, © Maſter 
« What-d'ye-call-um, don't brag ſo 
« much of your zeal and fidelity. You 
% have done no more than your duty, 
«+ in expoſing yourſelf to danger in 
«« behalt of your country. The glory 
% Alone which attends brave actions is 
«<a ſufficient recompence, and ought 
c to ſatisfy a Spaniard in particular. 
Mou mult deceive yourſelf, there- 
4 fore, if you look on the gratifica- 
« tion you ſolicit, as a debt due to 
% your valour. Provided it be grant- 
ed to you, you will owe it entire- 
20 . the favour and fity of 
16 king, who is pleaſed to think 
<< himſelf indebted to thoſe of his ſub- 
% jects who have diſtinguiſhed them- 
4 ſelves in the ſervice of the ſtate.” 
* You fee by this, purſued the cap- 
tain, that I am ftill in his debt; and 
that, in all likelihood, I ſhall return 
© as rich as I came.” 
- One naturally intereſts himſelf for a 
brave man in adverſity. I encouraged 
him to perſevere, and offered to write 
bis memorials gratis. I went even fo 
far as to offer him my purſe, and to con- 
jure him totake out of it what mo 
he wanted. Bur he was none of thoſe 
who never wait for a ſecond invitation 
on theſe occaſions; on the contrary, 
he ſhewed himſelf very delicate on this 
point, and thanked ms in a lofty man- 
ner, tor my good-will. He afterwards 
told me, that rather than be a burden 


ADVENTURES OF GIL BLEAS. 


to any body, he had accuſtomed him- 


ſelf, by _ to live ſo frugally 
that the lea touriſhitent was fuſſcien 


for his ſubſiſtence. This was but too 
true; and, therefore, he was nothing 
but ſkin and bone. That he miglrt 
have no witneſs of his wretched repaſt, 


he uſed to lock himſelf up in his cham« 
ber at meals. I obtained of him, how. 
ever, by dint of entreaty, that we ſhould 
dine -and ſup together; and deceiving 
his pride by an ingenious compaſſion, 
ordered more victuals and liquor than 
I had occaſion for to be brought, and 
urged him to eat and drink. At firſt, 
he ſtood upon ceremony, but at length 
he yielded to my entreaties. le 
which, becoming inſenſrbly more bold, 
he, of himſelf, aſſiſted me in clearing 
my plate, and emptying my bottle. 

When we had drank four or five 
draughts, and recanciled his ſtomach 
to good nouriſhment; Truly,“ ſaid 
he, with an air of gaiety, 6. vou are 
very bewitching, Signior Gil Blas; 
© you make me do what you 'pleaſe; 
your behaviour diveſts me of all fear 
© of abuſing your beneficent diſpoſi- 


© tion.” y — 7 at that time, 
ſeemed ſo well rid of ſhame, that if I 


had laid” hold of the opportunity of 
prefling him again to accept = 2 
believe he would not have refuſed it: 
but I did not put him to the trial; 
contenting myſelf with having made 
him my meſſmate, and with taking 
the trouble not only of writing his me- 
morials, but alſo of helping him to 
compoſe them. By means of having 
copied homilies, I had learned to turn a 
0d, and was become a kind of au- 
thor. The old officer, on his part, 
piqued himſelf on his knowledge in 
compoſition; ſo that, exerting our- 
ſelves together, through emulation, we 
uced morſels of eloquence, worthy 
of the moſt celebrated maſters of Sala- 
manca. But in vain did each of us 
exhauſt his genius, in ſowing flowers 
of rhetorick in _ e101. 15s By 
was no better, as the ſaying is, 
ſowing them on and Whatever 
expedient we fell upon to enhance the 
ſervices of Don 'Hannibal, the court 
paid no regard to it; a circumſtance 
that did not at all engage the old inva- 
lid to make the elogium of thoſe officers 
who ruin themſelves in the field. In 


his bad humour he curſed his fate, and 


wiſhed Naples, Lombardy, and the 
Low- Countries, at the devil. i 

To compleat his mortification, it 
happened one day that, under his very 
noſe, a poet, introduced by the Duke 
'd'Alva, having rehearſed, in the pre- 
ſence, an ode on the birth of an in- 


fanta, was gratified with a penfion of 
; ' 


NM) 
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fe hundred ducats; I believe the 
maimed: captina would have — 
onithis\oeoafiong;had I not been at 
pains” to e him. Wat 1 
* thennatten d faid E ſeeing him quite 
bebdo! himctg * there! is nothing in 
« this that ought to give you uneaſi- 
« neſs, | Hab it not been the priviil 

6 * pete, time immemomul, to m 
indes pay” tribute wo the Neale ? 
herwis ct a crowned- bead in the 
5 does: hot gratify ont of 
« theſe gentlemen with a/penſion ; and, 
between u- and me, theſe fort of 
< rewards: being — tranſmitted 


to the n „im- 
fmortalise the! 1 ty of kings; 


+ whereas the other ret ces Hie 
they hei are often to much 
© loſsto thein reputation. He many 
reward did Auguſtus diſponſe, how- 
many pen ſibns did he grant, of whiclt 
* we have not the leaſt intimation Bur 
the moi remote poiteri ty will always 
* know, at we do, that Virgil received 
* near! tro bowdred thouſand crowns 
from tha bounty of that 

1 — ll 1 — 
Don-Hamnibal, the fruits of the ode 
ſtuck in his! Romach' like lead; andas 
ke could nut: digeſt it, he reſolved to 
abandon the ole of his putiſ uit. But 
firtt being willing; as his laſt effort, to 
preſent oue other memorial to the Duke 
of Leuna, we went together to the 
houſe of that prme- minitter; where we 
met à young m, who having ſuluted 
we captain laid to lim, with am affer - 
fone airy My dear old maſter, is 
Sit you whar afftir has brought you 
hither? If you lave otcaſn for æ 
5 perſons of iu tereſt wich his highneſs, 
pray commund-me; E offer you-my* 
good aides. How, Pedcillo , re- 
plied the . to hear you talk, 
© one would imagine you —_— ſome 
importaat poſt! us tf, — P 
have au leafy! anſwered © young 
man, © power enough to be of .lervice 
7 un loman Like 
© aun H ther! be the- caſe, ſaid 
the oitiver with a ſun le, I. have res 
© ocable> too y on. Pis 
Denne een Fedrittog 15 let 
In Kü whavisaheaſigels;.aog:L 


< 


lodged; im which ſativfied;. he 
aſſure us Forney 4m heart of him 
next day and then dilappeared,, with 
out giving us the leaſt hint of what he 
intended to do, or even telling us he- 
ther on not her bel to the Dulee ot 
Lerma. I was: curious to know who 

Parton rg ro that f- fo 

ngntiys 4 18 2 

— the captain, DR me ſome 
© years-agp 4; and whid, ſeeing me ia 
Vant, leſt me to queſt a bettet 
„place. don't blame him for that 
5 It is veryinatural for one to chan 
fur the: better. He is a way whe 
does not want underſtanding, and-is 
as, ini 
ſpite-oß Al. his! art, L don't depend 


* great deal — es 
« be den expreſſed. 


= 
— + Who base, Men 9 — 
© he may be of. wan I he ben 
long, fur eonample, to ſome one of 
© the dukels prineipal-ofhcers; he may 
have it in his/power to do you ſervice: 
Vou ave not ignorant that 
thing is neden tie greiaty, — 
© cabal and intrigue; that they 
favourite — — 
dy the noſe; aud that theſt 
& mae by thris 


6 own' valette "IC = | 


Next e Pedrillo cotni 
our lodgings, Gentlemen, fa 
it 1 dich nwrexplain myſelf 
© anthemeans Lihave ob ſaving Gaps 
n /Chanchiliy. it was betauſe wh 
* wore not! in a place proper for ſacs 
dem explanntom. Befhdes, I was will- 
Ting 207 ſound the bufnneſs,. befbre' I 
ducdoſeii it — — 
6 then; that 1 — 
fident ot Signior Rodrigo de — 
© rom. the Duke of Lerma's firſbiſe« 


_ © cretaty. My maſtet, who is very 


much addided to gallantry, ſups 
© every — — _— an tan 

tingalt/ t keeps encaged 
— — Shed a verythands 
ſomei irh if: mulAdbarnziny of- 
« umlurtiandingy amd — to admi- 
© ration; tbereßoo ſhiacis called gig - 
© noraiMrenao” A8 — — 


don ti hence 

juſt) nos —7 Ellare 

Tes {be : hall ar ln you 

andy 2 thut ſup- 
engage lier o pro- 

0 — Sher id willing! t6 under 

+ take thacaſfalt ; am 


H h « advan 


das the devilz but in 


——— — 
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advantage ſhe foreſees in it for her- 
« ſelf, ſhe will be extremely glad to be 
s thought the niece of a brave gentle- 
* man , | | 


Signior de Chinchilla made wry 
faces at this propoſal, and expreſſed a 
reluctance in making himfelf an ac- 
complice of ſuch a J and ſtill 
mire, in ſuffering a ſhe-adventurer to 
diſhonour his family, by 2 ſhe be · 
longed to it. He was diſguſted at it, 
not only on account of himſelf, but 
alſo . in it (if I may be allow- 
ed the expreſſion) a retroſpective ig - 
nominy upon all his anceſtors. This 
delicacy feemed very unſeaſonable to 
Pedrillo; who, being ſhocked at it, ex- 
claimed, You jeſt ſure, to take it in 
© that view You are ſuch a ſet of 
people, you cottage ſ ires, 
© vari in quite ridilous —8i — 
6 C | ier, „addreſſing im- 
ſelf to me, — not ſurprized at 
the ſcruples he makes ? it is 
© a fine thing, indeed, to ſtand on ſuch 
punctilios at court! Fortune is never 
8 ected there, whatever ſhape it 
6 mes. n | 8 
I éapproved of what Pedrillo ſaid, 
and-we harangued the captain fo fuc- 
ceſsfu}ly, that we iled upon him, 
in ſpite of himſelf, to become Sirena s 
uncle. When we had gained the vic- 
tory" over his pride, we. laid all our 
three heads together, in order to com- 

{ a new ,. the migi- 

„and it was reviſed, augmented; 
and corrected accordingly. I then wrote 
— fair, and Pedril f wv it to 

e Arragonian „ who, that 
— — hands of Sig- 
nior Don Rodrigo, to whom ſhe {| 
in ſuch a manner, that the ſecretary 
believing her really the in's 
niece, promiſed to exert himſelf in his 
behalf. A few days after, we faw 
the effects of this our work. Pedrillo 
came to our lodging with an air of 

1 6 news ' ſaid he to 
Chinchilla; the king is going to 
make a diſtribution of governments, 
< benefices, and s, in which 
<. you" ſhall not be forgot. But I am 
© orflereqt0:aflerwhat preſent you in- 
tent tg make to siena. As for my 
4: „I declare Il have nothing 
C tlalld⸗ — — the qleaſure of hay- 
© mg" rontr | 
mold maſter's fortune, to:all the 
or ra + ; But this is not 


” $+4 1 bY. * : 


butedi towards betrering 
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the caſe with our nymph of Albars- 
* zin; ſhe is a little Jewiſhly inclined ; 
© when the —_— _ I her 
* neighbour, wo e money 
aof her own father ; ſo you may judge 
6 * will refuſe it from a pretended 
uncle.“ L 

© Let her mention her demand,” re- 
plied Don — 6 * — if ſhe 
: es, have y o ird of the 
C penſion I Sd and that ought to 
© ſatisfy her, if the whole revenues of 
© his Cathohek Majeſty were concern. 
© ed in the bargain. “ For my own 
part, replied Don Rodrigo's Mer- 
cury, I would chearfully rely upon 
© your word, becauſe I know the value 
© of it; but have to do with a little 
© creature who; is naturally diſtruſtful. 
© Befides, ſhe would much rather 
C — 45 _— OY of 
, product advan in 7 
6: ono wr Where the 3 
© think I ſhall find it? cried the officer, 
haſtily interrupting him; (does the 
* think I am a money-broker? Ir 
© feems you have not made her ac- 
6 2 with my ſi tuation. Par. 
don me, replied Pedrilloz '* the 
© knows very well that you are as poor 
© asJob : after what I have told her, ſhe 
© cannot be ignorant of your circum- 
© ſtances. But don't give yourſelf any 
6 _ about the matter; I am a 
© man fertile in expedients, I know 
© an old rogue of a lawyer who takes 
< pleaſure in lending lis money at ten 
« per cent.. You ſhall mak | 
ment, with ſecurity to him, before a 
6 notary, of the firft year of your pen- 
* fron, for the like ſum, which you 
© ſhall acknow to have received 
from him, and which you will touch 
< in effeR, the inteveſt included. With 


regard to the ſecurity, the lender will 


© be! contented with your caſtle of 
Chinchilla, ſuch as it is; ſo that we 
© ſhal} have no [diſpute upon that 
6 ſhane? =) 07 Oe ng ket 
accept of the conditions, if he ſhould 
be lucky enough to have any ſhare in 
the. favours Which were to be diſtri- 
buredl —— And be was not diſ- 
appointed z being gratified with 2 pen⸗ 
fon of three hundred piſtoles on a dex · 
tain government. As ſoon as e un- 
derftood this piece of news, 

rr was demanded, tra- 


rr 
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AG l TP 
on BLAS ubere een — 
-FABRICIUS 'AT/COURD 3 THEIR 
MUTUAL” JOY 23 \ THEY! REPAIR 
10 CERTAIN! PLACE, WHERE'A 
"CURIOUS. CONVERS.. TION MAP- 
n „ — on 


LT, 


* 4 00 28 © «# 


of an. hoſpital direvtor;: What aftoniſh- d 


ed me was, chat he. 'talked fanmharly * 


« many queſtions a nee, — 
we are not now in a 
relate adventures. any yn 
* the right,” he replied; — 
* more at li in my , lodgings. 


Come I will ſhew you the way z it 
is not-far from hence. c am — 

„ my-own maſter, agreeab 
— — in — 
24 my ſituation, 


I ConteaRed.a ruſtonrof gei every | 
morning: to court, where I com- 
pent two or three | hours, in 


ver Cattle with dane piſtoles in bis nne 
ket, ty 27 © {@,* 


*\ nl accepted the propoſal and follow- 
* ed Fabricius, hopped before x 


very fine — where he told me he 
| — We croſſed a court, 


2 there was a great. ſtäir- 
to very ſuperb ap artments, 
— on the other, a ſmall flight, equal.” 
ly dark and narrowy by which wen- 
to the lodging he bad ſo much 
—_ It ' conf 5 _ 
which my ingenious end 
Ska — thin deal boards. 
Fhe firſt ſerved as aw anti=chamber to 
the ſecond, where he lay; he had made 
a cloſet of the third, b fort kitchen' 
of the lat. The chamber und anti- 
chamber were lined with maps, and 


theſes of philoſophyy and the furniture 
was ſuitable to this kind of —＋ ; 
of a large brocade bed; 


_ worn old  chaits covered: 


* 
* 
* 
. 


8 iſhed with a fringe 
Gl of ch ſame colour» 
cable with gilt feet, covered with Itea- 


ther that ſeemed to be once red, — 


, — with a- tinſel fringe become 


— „reer 
— carved. He had, — 


b — in his cloſet, à little table; 
and his hbrary was 


ed of ſome 
with ſeveral bundles of paper 


- lying on ſhelves, placed above one a- 
| nother, along the wall. His kitchen, 
e | which was conformable to the reſt, 

contained ſome earthen ware, and other 


utenſilss. 
Fabricius, after having — me 


„ time to conſider bie apartment, faid, 
- © What doſt thou think of my lodgi — 
and ceconomy ? ant thou enchan 


with them ?'—4 Yes; faith, 228 


ed, ſmiling; I am fo. Thou muſt 


at Madrid, to 
Thou, doubtleſs; 42 ſome poſt. 


fo well —_— 


. © 


Heaven forbid ' replied hey the 
à buſineſs I follow is above all em 4 
© ments whatever. A man of f 
to whom this houſe belong, — 
me à room; which 1 have divided 
« into four, and furniſhed, | as tho 
* ſeelt,. ..1 meddle wich nothing 
« what gives me pleaſure, and feel not 
© the cravings of neecllity/—* Pray 
de more explicit,” faid I, interrupt- 

© you irritate. the gefize, 1 
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Well, aid be; thou ſhalt e Iatis- 
«* fied, I am turned author, and have 
cotbmenced Jruntite in verſe as 
+ wellas' N * 
— t 

225 A — Apatlo ! Y cried 


4 —.— What — 


+ tuld haue 
ized. to have 
—— —— 
tim. What eau lait thou 
_ in the co of a poet ꝰ = 


nks theſe e ue ,CAmum 
Ce ng and are (far 
Thesiag an live d — 2 


©.Q iy cd be, an his turns; thou 
*,aclkeſt of abo: axrcrable auſhars, 
„ mho& works ane the refuſe of lihra- 
rigs ad players. I u 40 be won 
6. cerned n, hat ſyuch wwitars are not 
4 „ Bait! gad, authors, my 
end, net an nbetter footing in the + 
2 I may — 
< ,xavity, thet Lam ane of hat uum 
1 dan t at all Javbt it.? aid 
I.z.4: thav m mu &llow uf o . 
ent. genius: is comer! © 
« poſed by thee — de bad. RU 
2 at n a ia, kor 


it e not worth a 6g, it. 
met ome Tucetels ; from whenee + 
— [that thr q ublick was a 


eakbly parted - 
Thi | * i 3 
— an- 


25 55 The laue of poctry ba 

5 paſſtan far mabes; and re- 
* Solving te er Madrid, as the 
* cantze of wu, in order 10 form y 
* +ake, I damdan dad my dafmiſion rum 
* ahe dirofier, who did not grant 1 
« witbout regres, 4 muchotfeAionbed 
e conceived ws Br ne * Sadcicius,? “ 


Wick poet, 


* 
* 
4 


— © xaine 


. „Abe — the 
ig © * 


bad - © an agreeable 
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< ſaid; he,“ haſt thou'any cauſe to be 
« diſſatisſied ? “ No, Sir,“ Lrepli- 
* ed; „you are the beſt of maſters, 
and I am penetrated with your ge- 
„% neroſity. Rut, ybu'krddwyone mult 
„ follow his deſtiny. I find I am 
*f; barn to cteruite m name by works 
daf genius, '— What follypodletts 
. — ——— theo go citizen ; 
* thou hett already tuken xaat än che 
% oſpital, aud art of that Kind of 
«© wood of , which fterands and cen 
directors are made. Thou art 
ing to leave what is ſalid, in 
ted <mploy thyſelf in triſlas; 
1 dare ei ry be 
n chald 23+. 11+ 
director, teeing | be 
—— to as Panne 


tegrity, 1 , in acondition, 
Arrival at Matirid, to in ade 


ry handſume mamnet. Ts I failed 
* ,notito do; though the writers of. our 
* nation-xl60't much pique themſelves 
5 © on theiracatap {I foam be- 
with Lope de Me- 
gar el Certantis de Saaves ' 
8 Aru . and other famous / authors ; 


F 7 — — ines, * 
hoſe for my preceptor 
« able Don Lewis de — 
n g 
jus that eher Spain .produc- 
— biconchs 
« Ja printed — but con- 
« verits himdelf with readin — 
his friends 3 and, | what is very c- 
„ markable, Nature has endued him 
rich che rare talent ofifucreeding in 
© all kinds of He chiefly en- 
« cals mn ſatire, Which, indeed; is his 
main ftrength. He-is not (like Lu- 
2 — 2 — river that fre, 
with it abundance of ſlime; 
bat rather the Tagus, that rolls over = 
6 fands it's limpid ſtream. 
how draweſt, Aaid to Fabricius, ' 
ure of this ſame 
L don vdo that a 


batchelor ; 


b by cho- e een eee 


. — rat i have e e det fene dur the fag, 
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« pecſon of ſuch mer, bas a great. 
number of evi enemies, — All. 
cor authors, hexepliods* good a5 well - 
« a5 had, ive ih bayerly again} him. 
Aa delights, Gays — in hom 
« baſt, points, metaphors, and cnſ- 
«4 ppifitions — “ His verſks;” faith n- 

„ sher, © amr as obſcure as toſs 
«« wich the Selim pricks ſang ig aber 

« pte, and which nobody un- 
« gderfiond,.” Others again find fault 
with bis compoſing ſametimes ſon- 

© nets cn FOManees, ſometimes come- 

dies, Hana ag, nad acroſticks; as if 
e had feoli ſaly undertaken to eclipſe 
« all the great maſters in their own- 
yas. But all Sele efforts 


Sppranedn: for 
kai bed his g98 ves / 


* 
* 


+ 


ae | bis 
— N 
. gycaived; and have. 
2 with. prople- ho are dot dif- 
„Keul to geae. Tis hoe, zudeed, 
« my ſurcelsſul heginning has been of 
* »@ diſcvice ta my later compoſi / 
tions, In hort, I am halored by 
© {exary] noblemey, and z particular, 
lies with te Duke de Medina Side 
* nia, as Horace unde lived with Me- 
cgenag. Von ſre, added Fabricius, 
In what mans LV metamorph. 
d into an author. I have nothing 
* elle to relate 3 ſo that it 46 now thy 
* turn, Gil Blas, te rehearſe thy ex- 
, — 


þ * 3 ud 
e ron oor 


ing every trivial, ocum | 
him the detail he defared : after h. 

it, being dinner-tnme, he took out 
his ebony cupboard, a couple of 

kigs, ſome — the remains of a 
ſhoulder of roaſt mutton, a bottle of 
excellent wine, and we ſat down at the 
table with all the gaiety of two friends 
who meet after a long ſeparation, 
* Thou ſeeſt, faid he, © my free and 
Jana 2p. life: E might, if I would, 

go and dine every day with the 

* ple of quality ay Leddes tak 
* poetick inclination keeps often- 


* times at home, I am a fort of an Ari - 


be. e 


4 

4 

s 
[op 
1 

4s 
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© ttippus; and can equally accommo- 
date myſelf to company and ſolitude, 
< no aftluence and Frugality. Weliked 
the yvine ſo well, that there was a ne- 
city of taking another bortje from 
the ſtore; and, towards the end of the 
repaſt, I expreſſes . deſire of ſecing” 
ſome of bie produttions.. He imme 
distely frarched among his for 
a ſonnet, which he» read aloud with 
great-emphalis, Nevertheleſs, in ſpite 
of the charms of his reading,” I found 
the performance fo obſcure, that I 
— d the meaning of 
one S. Fercervi guorance, 
This ſonnet, ſaid — not ſoem 
* very clear to thy apprekanfon; is t- 


nt ſo? Lowned co him that I could” 
| have widhed-jt bad been more plan. 


Upon which ke fell z laughing a wy” 
* Af this ſonnet,” — 
„ie not intelligible, @m wh The bet- 
© ter. The natural and funple wore” 
© do-for ſon neta, odes, an oer works” 
„that require the ſublime The ſole” 
< merit of theſe is in their: abſcariy ;* 
C, and it is ſuſſiciemt af the poet W 
6 _ thinks * — chen. 
©. You joke, freed? fant, intertupe-" 
ing him; © good ten und parfpicuny* 
* ought to be angrodients In pf" 
© all kinds whatever ; and it hy in - 
comparable Gangara writes not mu² 
© plainly than thou doſt, I canfefs my * 
© opinion of him ſinks apace. He muſt 
© be a poet who can never deceive any 
ether age than his own, Larue now 


© have a ſpecimen al thy pros. Here- 
Nunnez n 

{be faid) he intended to prefix. 
te 2 collection of comedies that de had 
akked my opinian.” I am,” ſad I, * no 
Sn Ln 
it . ant if & 
—— ſatan; and thy 


exp 
ub 


bricios ; © thou gelt nat Know, chen, 
© that every prolaick, waiter who v 
© aſpires at the reputation of a delicate 
pen, affects tbas Gogularity of ite, 
* and tho add exprefſions, which 
* ſhock thee ſo much, There are of 
us 
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us five or fix bold innovators, Who 
dave undertaken to make a thorou 
change in the language; and we will 
accompliſh it {pleaſe God i) in ſpite 
©, of Lope de Vega, Cervantes, and all 
«the fine geniuſes who cavil at our 
< new! modes of ſpeech. We dare ſe- 
45 conded by a number of partizany of 
<. diftinion, and have even ſome theo- 
© Jogicians in our cabal. ; 
+ After all, added he, our defign 
« is cordmendabie and, prejudice a- 
part, we are mor alndblet than thoſe- 
7 writers who {peak like the 
« common rus pf mank ind. I don't 
© know for what reaſon they are eſteem- 
Ded by ſa many perſons of honour. * 
© Their manner wat r enough at 
© Athens: or Rome, where there was 
<. no diſtinction in point of ſpeaking ;- 
© ſo that Sotrates ſaid to Alcibiades,” 
45 . the people was an excellent ſchool- 
2 — re we have 
« A and à bad language, 
and aur courtiers' exprefs them ſelves 
c. quite. atherwile [than- our citizens, 
delieve me, In thort;.our new fyle 
'C None: that of our antagoniſts. 1 
wy one example, make thee 
. = ther difference between the 
| 8 Iny of 1 and the far- ' 
8 « vel 0 They! would ſay, 
ite lane, far inſtance, Inter- 
embelliſh a comedy: while 
— with more ſpirit, Would pro- 
nounce, ““ Interludes create beauty 
* ig 73 Take notice of that; 
- © create be +: Doſt thou ve © 
© all the brill: iancy, all the delicacy, 
«all the prettineſs, of the expreſſion #*- 
1 ' interrupted my innovator with a 
. Jond laugh. Go, Fabricius,” ſaid I, 
. = art ons onginal with this 
6 precious language . And thou, 
anſwered he, © att no better than a 
* beaſt, with thy natural ſtyle. GO, 
* {aid he, repeating the words of the 
4 n ak renada.; go = 


& 


abandoned the patient. 
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te tell my treaſurer to give you an hun 
« dred dueati j and Heaven direct you 
« with that 9. Adieu Mr, Gil 
Blas 3 1 you a great deal of 
6 fortune, "with a little more” 
«taſte 1 , © -- 
I redoubled' m e this auy; 
and Fabricius: way me for hay- 
ing ſpoke ſo irreverently of bis writ- 
s, loft nothing ot his good humour. 
uh finiſhed - our ſecond bottle 3- and, 


getting up from table in a pretty geod 


trim, went cut with a deſign to walk 

in the Prado; but, paſſing by the door 

of a tavern, ao ron tes wig 
in. ny dd 16TH 3 


This place was uſually f d 
KA noe og 9ꝗ — obſerved in 


av 
themſelves 


— 2 — amuſ — — — 4 
diverſions- In done, at 
drafts; and primero ; and, in — 
ton or — Ps liſtening 
attentively to à diſpyte 4 
ede et We bac ud ces. 
Goth go —— im ordef to learn 
that u — — ropoſition was de 
ſobject of D for they talked 
i with ſhck: warme and tranſport, that ' 
they looked Hike people 0 
imagihe, if Bleu rog */ tad been 
put under their noſes, we thould have © 
ſen” devils” iſſue with their” breath, ' 
Good God * ſaid 1 to my compa- 
nion, „bat paſſion! What lunge! 
* , Theſe diſputants — groan 
< 12 de publick eriers. The 
rt of mankind ate miſplaced. 
Ves, truly, he replied; — 
Mrs ſeem to be of the race of No- 
ius 4, that Roman banker; whoſe 
voice exceeded the noiſe of carmen. 
0 "Buy" added he, «what gives me the 
ateſt diſguft at their diſcourſe is, 
6 , Hot dur ears: are ſtunned to no pur- | 
© poſe.” We removed at a diſtance 
from thoſe vociferous metaphyſicians, 
and wy can r prevented a 


Eleazar was,  Fathons magician, * aſt em, by «Mixing to the noſe of 
poſſeſſed a. certain optics ting, which the demon no ſooner imelled, than he 
performing before the Emperor Veſpaſian, he commanded 


the devil to overſet a es 5 . which the demon immediately complied with, 


to the aſtoniſhment of the ſpectators 

Novius, fram being a ſlave, came to 
which infamy Horace has perpetuated, a 
daun job the fixth Satire of his firſt book. 


— At þ jc 1 plauftra ducenta 


a rich citizen of Rome, and turned uſurer: 
has alſo immortalized the loudneſs of his | 


4y 4 


| Concurrantque fore tria funera magna 3 


no" er Mer bar. 


violent 
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violent head- ache which had begun to 
ſeize me. We went and fate down in 
the corner of the other hall, whence, 
while we drank refreſhing liquors, we 
examined the cavaliers as they came in 
and went out. As'Nunnez knew al- 
moſt all of them, Egad f cried he, 
the diſpute of our phi hers won't 
© be ſoon over: here are freſh rein- 
« forcements arriving: theſe three men 
« will engage in the fray. - But ſerſt 
© thou theſe two originale going out? 
© That little, Warthy, wi crea- 
© ture, who lank icht hair falls 
© down in equal portions before and 
© behind, is called Don Julien de Vel- 
* lanunno, and is a youn judge who 
© affets the beau : one of my friends 
* and I going to dine with him tother 
„day, ſurprized him in a pretty fin- 
q lar occupation. He was diverting 
6 — his _— by throwin 
© awa writ} a proceſs 

* whih he a0 inches 61 „ and 
making a greyhound bring them back 
© again to him, while the dog tore them 
to pieces very handſomely. The name 
« of that licentiate with the noſe, 
* who accompanies him, is Don Che- 
rubin Tonto, a canon of the church 
« worldly though by ks ſprightly Cl 

; by his ſprightly ſmi 

ing air, — would — he had 
n a great deal of wit. He has bright 
© ſparkling eyes, with an arch mali- 
* cious- {neer : ſo that one wauld- be 
© apt to think him a wag. When he 
_ © hears a delicate performance read, he 
© liſtens with ſuch attention as ſeems 
* full of -underſtandiog, and all the 
* while comprehends nothing at all of 
© the matter. He dined with us at the 
« judge's houſe, where an infinite num- 
© ber of witty things were ſaid; but 
* he ſpoke never a word, though he 
* applauded them with grimaces and 
0 hen that ſeemed even ſuperior to 
* the allies that were yttered.” - + 


Ded tou know,*; laid L to Nun- 


ner, © theſe two ſhabby fellows who, 
* with their elbows on the table, fit in 
corner, and converſe together in 
* whiſpers . No ſaid be, their 
faces are quite unknown to me; but 
in all likelihood they are coffee-houle 


© politicians who ceoſure. the govern- 

ment. Mark that genteel cavalier, 

Sho whiſtles us he walks through the 
upporis himſelf 


al, and 


ſametimes 


truck, and rhymes in 
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© on one foot, ſometimes on another z 
* that is Don Auguſtin. Moreto, a 
young poet, who was born with ſome 
genius, but flatterers and ignorant 
, rome have almoſt turned bis brain. 
9 man whom he accoſts is one of 
© his confederates, who is alſo moon - 
TH. 5 144 
More authors ſtill!ꝰ cried he, ſhew- 
ing me 'two-well-drefſed men coming 
in; * one would think they had made 
a rendezvous here, to paſs in review 
before thee. Theſe are, Don Bernard 
Deſſenguado, and Don Sebaſtian de 
* Villa Vicioſa. The firſt is a ge- 
© nius full of gall, an author born 
© under the planet of Saturn, a ma- 
© licious mortal, whoſe pleaſure con 
« filts in hating all the world, and is 
© himſelf beloved by nobody. As for 
© Don Sebaſtian, he is a young fellow 
© of candour, who will let nothing 
© lie upon his conſcience; he lately 
© brought a performance on the ſtage, 
* which had an extraordinary run; and 
© now he has printed it, that he may 
© no longer abuſe the eſteem of the 
* publick.” "7.4 ths 
The charitable pupil of 
was going on in explaining the figures 
of this picture, which ſhifted ſo often 
to the view, when a gentleman belong- 
ing to the Duke de Medina Sidenia 
came and interrupted him, - ſayings 
Siguior Don Fabricio, I was - 
ing for you, in order to let you know 
* that his grace would ſpeak with you 
© immediately at his own houſe.” Nun- 
ner, who knew that a grandee's wiſhes 
cannot he too ſoon ſatished, quitted me 
in à trice, to 50 and wait upos his 
Macenas; while I remained very much 
aſtoniſhed to hear him honoured: with 
the 2 of Don, and ſee him 


thus e noble in deſpite of his 
fices Maſter Chryſoſtom the barber, + 
{7 n Yo (} " 


& 1 4-41 as 1 118 ; 
T 7 C H AP. MV. 
FABRICIUS INTRODUCES/GIL (ALAS 
ro THE SBRVSCE.OF-COUNT.GA» 
Liao, A SICKLEAN jNOBLEMAN: | 


T Was fo deſirous of ſeeing Fabricius 

again, that I viſited him carl nent 
morning, Good - morrow l ſaid I, 
when | entered, Siguior Don Fabri- 


„ rr 
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4 of the Aſturias nobility” At thteſe 
words he laughed” hearrily. '< Thou 
* haſt obſ „then, cried he, that 
* F am dubbed a don? —“ Yes, Mr. 
Gentlemen, I replied; © and: give 
* me-leave to tell you, that —__ 
s: recounted your metamorphoſis yei- 


* terday, you forgot the beſt part of 


fit. I did fo,* anſwered he; but 
truly, if 1 have aſſumed that ho- 
* nourable title, it was not fo mach 
* with a view'to gratify my on va- 
* nity, 4s to accommodate myſelf to 
* that of others. Fhou knoweſt the 
© kumour of the Spaniards; they make 
no account of an honeſt man, he 
has the misfortune to be both poor 
and mean born. I muſt tel thee 
* 100, that I fee io — 85 call 
5. themſelves Don Franciſco, Don Pe- 
„dre, or Don What-you-will, that 
jf there is no cheat in the caſe, thou 
* wilt allow nobility to be a very com- 
© mon thing and agree, that à plebei- 
an of merit honours it by bisaffocia- 
non. But let us change the fubject, 
added he. © Laff night 1 ſupped at 
the Duke de —_— Sidonia's; 
* where, am other gueſts, was 
07 — à Sicilian nobleman 
* of che firſt rank; and the conver ſa- 
nom turwing on the ridiculons effeRts 
f ſelſc love, I, charmed that I had 
it in m power to entertain the com- 
pany on that ſubject, regaled them 
vi the ſtory of the homilies. Thon 
© mayeft well imagine they laughed 
© heartily, and cenſured” the archbi- 
© ſhop as he deſerved. Thi uced 
” no effe& for thee; for thou waſt 
«. pitted by every bodyy and Count 
« Guliano, after having aſked a good 
© many queſtions concerning thee, to 
* which thou mayectd believe I made 
« ſunable anfwers, defired me to bring 
© thee to his houſe,” I was juſt now 
going in queſt of thee, to conduct 
© thee thither, I ſuppoſe he intends to 

© offer thee the place of one of his ſe- 
* cretaries; and I adviſe thee to ac- 
cet fit. "Phe chunt is rich, and 
< ſpchds- like an ambaſfador at Ma- 
4 did he ig come to court, it is ſaid, 
* to confer with the Duke of Lerma, 
= about the crown demeſneswhichthat 
> miniter 'defigns-tv alienate in Sicily. 
ln mort, Count Galiand, thougb a 
Sicilian, ſeems to be generous, juſt, 
= and o, and teu cant not db 
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better than attach tlryfolf to him; 
he is the man, in al} probability, who 
is deſtined to eurich theo, according 
to what was foretold in thy behalf at 
© Grenada.” | 1 
had reſolved;” ſaid Ito Nenner, 
to live at large a. licele, and enjoy 
* myſelf a good wide, before I frou}d 
go to ſervice again; bur thou ſpeuk - 
© oft to me of this Sicilkan count in 
fuck 4 manner, as induces me to 
change my veſfolution, and even to 
© wiſh F was al m his fanmy. 
Thou mayeſt ſon be there he re- 
plied; or I amv much miſtaken.” At 
rhe ſame time we went out t to 
the count, who in the of 
his friend Don Sancho & Avila, then 
in the country. g 
- We found in the court a great num - 
der of and ry cloathert in 
a livery equally ric gay; and in 
the wt th — fevera} — Ah - 
tlemen, and other officers, all maꝑni - 
ficently drefſed ; but witta} fs wety, 
that they looked like a'company of apes 
i Spanih garb. There are figures, 
both of men and women, on which all 
art is thrown ee 
Don Fabricius having ſent in his 
name, was immediately introduced in- 
to à room, whither 1 followed! bim, 
and found the count in this . — A. 
own, fitring on a ſopha, an O 
2 Frey A Wie peter him with 
the demonſtrations of che moſt pro- 
found reſpe&z and he hondured us 
with aw inclayation' of the head, ac- 
compared by fach a ious (mile, 28 
— — Awonderfuf 
effect, though an ordinary one, which 
a favourable reception from the 
produces in our breafts!' They mult 


recei ue ws u indeed, re e 
be diſguſted-av their behaviours 


Having drank his chocolate, he a- 
muſed bimafelf* ſome time in Ne 
with a large'baboow that far by him, 
and was called! Cupid. I don't know 
tor what reaſon the name of that 
was beſteowed on this anima, uvlety ir 
was becauſe it had'all his maticez for 
it reſembled him in nothing elfe, Such 
as it wasy however it did not Fail to 
give vaſt delight te i matter, who 
was fo much charmed with =t's- merty 
trie ks, thathe huggell iiniceſſageby4r 
his arms, ' Though Nonne and f 
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bols of this beaſt, we feigned ourſelves 
enchanted with it's ormances ; 
which pleaſed the Sicilian ſo much, 
that he ſuſpended the pleaſure he en- 

yed in this paltime, 'to tell me, 
« Friend, you have it in your option 
© to jig ood 7 ian 5 rs : if you 
« like the place, I will give you two 
hundred piſtoles a year, without any 
« other recommendation than that of 
© Don Fabricio.'—* My lord, eried 
Nunnez, © I am bolder than Plato, 
« who had not enough to an- 
« ſwer for one of his friends, whom he 
« ſent to the tyrant Dionyſius. I am not 
© afraid of 'bringing hes upon 
« myſelf, by vouching for my friend.” 

I thanked the Aſturian poet, with a 
low bow, for his obliging conllitvace; 
then addreM myſelf to my patron, 
afſured him of my zeal and fidelity. 
This nobleman no ſooner perceived 
that I reliſhed his propoſal, than he 
drdered his fteward to be called; to 
whom, having communicated ſome- 
thing in a whiſper, he ſ#id, © Gil Blas, 
I will teft you preſently what is to 
s be the nature of your employment. 
„ Meanwhile, you may follow my 
© ſteward, who has received orders con- 
« cerning you.“ I accordingly obeyed, 
— Fabricio with the count and 


Fre Reward, who was a moſt ſubtle 
Meſſinete, conducted me to his apar 
ment, where he loaded me with crvili- 
wes ; and (ending for the or who 
had equipped the whole family, order- 
ed him to make for me, with all dif- 
patch, a fuit of doaths of the fame 
maymificence as thoſe of the princi 
officers. The taylor having 22 
ſure of me, and retired, As for your 
dy 3 faid the Meſſinene, I 
know a chamber that will exactly fit 

breakfaſted ?” 


E. = But have 
he. When T anſwered in the 


negative, -4 Ah, poor lad ' faid he, 


* why did not you Tpeak? Come, I 


* will me you to a place where, thank 


Heaven, have what 
Err 


aſking.” 

So ſaying, he cartied me down to 
the = the butler, 
a true Neapolitan, every Whit as cun- 
ning as whe im. It might be 
laid of him and the Reward, © theſe tab 
* make @ pair. This honeſt butler, 
wth five or fx of his friends, were 
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cramming themſelves with ham, cold 


tongue, and other reliſhing bits, whick 


obliged them to redoubletheirdranghts, 
We joined theſe hearty cotks, and a- 
ſiſted 'them in their attacks upon the 
count's beſt wines. While this ſcene 
paſſed in the buttery, another ſuch'was 
ated in the Kitchen t the cook alſo 
treated three or four tradeſmen of his 
acquaintanee, who filled their bellies 
with radbit and partridge pies : the 
very ſeulkons enjoyed emfelves on 
what they could pilfer 3 ſo that 1 
thought myſelf in a houfe abandoned 
to pillage. Yet theſe were but trifles; 
in compariſon to what I did not ſee. 


CHAP. xv. 
COUNT GALIANO INVESTS ll 


#LAS WITH AN EMPLOYMENT 
IN HIS HOUSE. - 


Went to fetch my baggage to my 
I new e when I re- 
terned, the count was ut dinner with 
ſeveral noblemen and the Nun- 
ner, who (called for what he wanted 
with an eaſy air, and mingled in the 
converfation. Nay, I obferved that 
every word he afforded pleaſure 
to the company. What a fine thing is 

_ a men of wit can cafily turn 

imſeif into all ſhapes 

1 dined with the officers, who were 
treated pretty much in the ſame manner 
as our patron ; and in the afternoon re- 
tired to my chamber, were I began 
to refle& on my condition. | 

Well, Gil Blas,” ſaid I to myſelf 
© thou art now in the ſervice of a Sicl- 


lian count, with whoſe real character 


thou art utterly —— If ye 
may judge by appearance; thou wilt 
c den this en ike 2 fh in the wa- 
« ter: but we muſt ſwear to nothing; 
and thon oughteſt to diſtruſt thy fate, 
the malignity of which thou haſt but 
too often experienced. Beſides, thou 
« doft not know for whit employment 
© thou art retained : he has alreadyewo 
«© ſeeretaries and a ſteward ; what ſer- 
vice then does he expect from thee ? 
It looks as if he intended to make 
« thee his Mercury, In good time 


„ one cannot be on à better footing 
© with a nobleman, in order to make 


's way t t. He who li- 
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© mits himſelf to honourable ſervices 


© only, moves flowly, ſtep by ſtep, 


© and ſeldom gains * at laſt,” 
While I was engroſſed by theſe fine 
refle&ions, a lacquey came to tell me, 
that all the company who had dined at 
our houſe were gone home, and that 
the count wanted to ſpeak with me, I 


flew inſtantly to his apartment, Where 


J found him lying on his couch, ready 
to take his afternoon's nap, with his 
baboon, which always bore him com- 

ny. 
* hither, Gil Blas,“ ſaid he 
© take; a chair, and liſten to what 
am going to ſay,” I 2 his or- 
ders, and he ſpoke to me in theſe terms: 
« Don Fabricio has told me, that, a- 
© mong other good qualities, you poſ- 
c. ſeſs that of attaching yourſelf to your 
t maſters ; and that you axe a youn 
© man of incorruptible integrity. Theſe 
© two qualifications determined me to 
© take you into my ſervice ; for I have 
great occaſion for an affectionate do- 
meſtick, who will eſpouſe my inte- 
reſt, and employ his whole attention 
in huſbanding my eſtate. I am rich, 
it is true ; but. my yearly expence 
greatly exceeds my income, The 
reaſon is plain; I am plundered by 
my ſervants, and live in my own 
houſe as if I was in a foreſt amon 
robbers. I fuſpet my butler 
ſteward of having a fellow-feeling 
the one with the other; and this is 
more than enough to ruin me from 
top to bottom. You will ſay, if I 
have reaſon to think them rogues, 
why don't I turn them away? But 
where ſhall I find others made of a 
different kind of ſtuff? I will be fa- 
tisfed with having them both ob- 
ſerved by a man who ſhall have a 
right to inſpect their conduct: and 

ou are the perſon whom I have 
choſen for that commiſſion ; of which 
if you acquit yourſelf well, be aſſured 
that you ſhall not ſerye an ungrateful 
© maſter, for I will take care to pro- 
cure for you a very advantageous 
« ſettlement in Sicily. 

Having ſpoke thus, he diſmiſſed me; 
and that. very evening, in preſence of 
all his domeſticks, I was 


did not give the Meſſineze and Neapo- 
titan great mortification at firſt, be- 


cauſe they looked upon me as a jolly. 


companion, of & good compoſition ; and 


laimed * 
ſuperintendant of the family. This 
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concluded, that by giving me a ſhare 
of the ſpoil, they ſhould be allowed to 
2 on in their old courſe. But 
ooked very ſilly next day, when I de- 
clared to them, that I was an enem 
to all miſdemeanour. I demanded of 
the butler an account of the proviſions ; 
I wiited the cellar, and took an inven- 
tory of every thing he had in his 
charge; I mean, table -linen and plate, 
I then exhorted them to be ſaving of 
our patron's wealth; to lay out with 
cconomy; and ended my advice, by 
roteſting to them, that I would in- 
Hem that nobleman of every thing that 
I ſhould obſerve amiſs in his houſe. I 
did not ſtop here: reſolving to have a 
ſpy, who might diſcover if there was 
any ſiniſter intelligence between them, 
I caſt my eyes on a ſcullion; who be- 
ing won by my promiſes, aſſured me 
that I could not have applied toa more 
proper perſon, to get notice of e 
thing that happened in the houſe ; that 
the butler and ſteward were in a con- 
federacy, and burnt the candle at both 
ends ; that they daily ſecreted one half 
of the proviſion that was bought for the 
family; that the Neapolitan took care 
of a lady who lived oppoſite to the col · 
lege of St. Thomas; and that the Meſ- 
ſenian entertained another at the Sun- 
te; that theſe two Ta all 
orts of proviſion to their nymphs _ 
morning; and that the cook alſo diſ- 
atched ſavoury meſſes to-a widow of 
his acquaintance in the neighbourhood; 
and that, in conſideration of his ſer- 
vices to the other two, to whom he was 
entirely. devoted, he diſpoſed, as they 
did, of the wines in the cellar: in 
ſhort, that theſe three domeſticks occa- 
ſioned a moſt horrible expence in the 
count's houſe. If you doubt my re- 
port, added the ſcullion, * take the 
© trouble of going to-morrow morning, 
© about ſeven o'clock, to the college of 
St. Thomas, and you ſhall fee me 
© loaded with a baſket,, which will 
© change your doubts into certainty.” 
—* $o,” ſaid I to him, thou art agent 
* to theſe gallant purveyors 7?— I 
am, he replied,  * employed by the 
© butler, and one of my acts 
for the ſteward.” 

I had the curioſity to repair next 
morning, at the appointed hour, to the 
college of St. Thomas, where I did 
not wait long for my ſpy, whom I 
ſaw coming along with a huge _ 
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filled with butchers meat, poultry, and 
veniſon. I took an inventory of the par- 
ticulars, of which I formed 1n my pock- 
et-book a ſhort verbal proceſs, that I 
went and ſhewed to my maſter, after 
having told the trencher-ſcraper that he 
might execute his commiſſion as uſual. 
he Sicihan nobleman, who was 
naturally paſſionate, reſolved in his 
firſt tranſport to turn away the Neapo- 
tan and Meſſenian; but after hav- 
ing reflected more coolly, contented 
himſelf with diſmiſſing the laſt, to 
whoſe place I ſucceeded; ſo that my 
office of ſuperintendant was ſuppreſſed 
ſoon after it's creation: and truly I 
was not ſorry for it; for it was, pro- 
perly ſpeaking, no other than the ho- 
nourable employment of a ſpy, and a 
ſt which had nothing ſubſtantial in 
it; whereas, by being made ſteward, 
I became maſter of the ſtrong box, and 
that is every thing. The ſteward al- 
ways poſſeſſes the firſt rank among the 
domeſticks of a t family ; and 
there are ſo many ſmall perquiſites at- 
tached to his adminiſtration, that he 
may grow rich, even though he be an 
honeſt man. 
My Neapolitan, whoſe budget was 
not yet exhauſted, obſerying my brutal 
zeal, that I got up every morning to 


als were bought, no longer ſecreted 
part; but the raſcal continued to pur- 
chaſe the ſame ory as before. By 
this ſtratagem, increaſing the profit he 
drew from the refuſe of the table, which 
was his perquiſite, he found himſelf 
in a condition to treat his charmer at 
leaſt with dreſſed victuals, if he could 
not furniſh her with raw proviſion. In 
ſhort, the devil loſt nothing by this re- 
formation, and the count was not a 
whit the better for having the phoenix 
of ſtewards in his ſervice. The ſeper- 
abundance that I then ived at eve- 
ry meal made me gueſs this new trick, 
which I immediately defeated, by re- 
trenching what was 4 in eve- 
ry courſe.” This I did, however, with 
uch prudence, that the alteration could 
not be perceived: one would have 
thought that there wis ſtill the ſame 
pede} and yet, by this œconomy, 
conſiderably diminiſſied the æxpence. 
is was what my patron required; 

he wanted to retrench, without appear- 


= keep an account of what vic- 


ing leſs magnificent; for his avarice 


was ſubdrdinate to his oftentation, 


maſter, whom 


There was yet another abuſe to be 
reformed : I found the wine ran out a- 
ace; if, for example, twelve cavaliert 
appened to dine with my maſter, they 
would exhauſt fifty, and ſometimes 
five dozen of bottles. I was aftoniſh- 
ed at this waſte; and not doubting that 
there muſt be ſome roguery in the caſe, 
conſulted my oracle, thatis,my drudge, 
with whom I vefy often had private 
conferences, and who made a faithful 
report of every thing that was ſaid or 
done in the kitchen, where he was not 
in the leaſt ſuſpected. He told me, that 
the waſte of which I complained pro- 
ceeded from a new league between the 
butler, cook, and thoſe lacquies who 
filled the wine, and who carried off 
all the bottles half, emptied, which 
were afterwards ſhared among the con- 
federates. I ſpoke to the footmen on 
this ſubject, and threatened to turn 
them out of doors, if ever they ſhould 
think proper to repeat this practice: 
upon which they were reclaimed, M 
1 took care to adverti 
of the moſt minute things which I per- 
formed for his advantage, loaded me 
with praiſes, and grew every day more 
and more fond of me; and J, in order 
to reward the good ſervices of the ſcat 
lion, created him cook's aſſiſtant. . 
The Neapolitan was enraged to fin 
me always 2 the catch with him; and 
was cruelly mortiſied with the checks 
which he underwent, whenever he pre- 
ſented his accounts to me; for, that I 
might pair his nails the cloſer, T took 
the trouble of going to market, to learn 
the price of meat, juſt before he went 
thither ; and, as he attempted to im- 
poſe. upon me afterwards, gave him a 
vigorous repulſe. TI was very well per- 
ſuaded, that he curſed me an hundred 
times a day; but the ſubject of hi : 
maledictions hindered me from dread<- 
ing their force, I cannot imagine ho- 
he could bear my perſecutions, and re- 
main in the ſervice of the Sicillan no- 
bleman. Doubtleſs, in ſpite” of all 5 
my endeavours, he found his account 
in perſeverance. ark; 4 
abricio, whom I m_— ſaw, 


grant, ſaid he, one day; © that thou 
« — eſt be recompeniſed for all we 
« Gift | 
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© the worſe with thee, if thou waſt not 
© quite ſo rough with the butler. — 
bo How !* anſwered I; * ſhall that rob- 
© her charge in his bill ten piſtoles for 
* a fiſh wor. Bs wot coſt four, and I 
© paſs over that article? Why not? 
13 lied; coldly ; let him hh thee 
the half of che ſupe lus, according to 
© cuſtom. In goodJuith, y friend! 
continued he, ſhakmg his Read, © you 
© are a mere N and, in * ap- 
4 pearance, will grow grey in ſervi- 
* tude, fince Sneglest bs flay tbe 
© eel while it 1s in your hand. Take 
my word for it, Fortune reſembles 
* thoſe briſk.airy coquettes who deſpiſe 
© the gallant who ſtands upon cere- 
© mony.” 

'I only laughed at the diſcourſe of 
Nunnez; who laughed again in his 
turn, and would haye perſuaded me that 
he had only ſpoke in jeſt, being aſham- 
ed of having given me bad counſel in 
vain. I continued firm, in the reſolu- 
tion of being always zealous and faith- 
ful: I felt no inclination. to be other- 
wiſe; and I dare ſay, that in four 
months I ſaved to my maſter, by my 
exconomy, three thouſand ducats at 
1. 1 — 

Ar. XVI. 
AN. ACCIDENT HAPPENS ro cor 

 GALIANO'S, BABOON, WHICH 18 
THE CAUSE, OF, GREAT #FFLIC- 

TION TO THAT. NOBLEMAN.,GIL 


AS FALLS SICK ; THE CONSE- 
QUENCE OF HIS DISTEMPER, fo 


BOUT this time, the repoſe of 

FA. the family was ſtrangely diſturb- 
by an accident which will ſeem tri- 
Fas to the reader, though it turned out 
a very ſerious. matter to the ſervants, 
and eſpecially to me: Cupid, that ba- 
boon of which I have made mention, 
that animal ſo beloved by our maſter, 
attempting one day to leap from one 
window to another, acquitted. himſelf 
- Jo ill in the ance, that he fel] 
down. into the court, and diſlocated. 
is leg. count no ſooner under- 
ood this misfortune, than he uttered 
ſuch piercing cries, that they were heard, 
all over the neighbourhood ; and inthe 
exceſs of his grief, attacking. all his 
ſervants without exteption, he had well 


: 
* 0 - 


-. 


ADVENTURES, OF GIL BLAS, 
© and me, I believe it would not fare "nigh made a clean houſe. His 


however, was limited to. curſing au; 
negligences, and abuſing us, without 
ſparing terms of reproach, He ſent im- 
mediately. for thoſe ſurgeons who were 
moſt expert in fractures and di 
bones; and whoa, having. viſited the 
patient's leg, reduced it, and appli 
ndages accordingly. But though all 
of them aſſured him there was no dan - 
ger, my maſter retained one of them 
in the houſe, to be always near the 
animal, until it was perfectly cured. 
I hovld be to hlame if I paſſed ov 
in ſilence the grief and anxiety whic 
preged upon the heart of the Sicilian 
obleman during the whole time of the 
cure, Will it be believed, that all the 
day he did not ſtir from his dear Cu- 
pid! He was always preſent when it 
was droſſed, and got out of bed to viſit 
him two or three times every night. 
But the moſt troubleſome circumſtance 
of all was, that every domeltick in the 
family, and I in particular, were al- 
ways up, that we might be at hand to 
be ſent whereſdever it ſhquld be thoug 
proper for the ſervice of this ape. In 
a word, we had no reſt in the houſe, - 
till ſuch time as this plaguy beaſt, hav 
ing recovered of his Flr” Cerec him- 
ſelf again to his uſual caperings and 
tumblings. After this, can we. refuſe 
to credit the report of Suetonius, when 
he ſays, Caligula, loved his horſe to 
ſuch a degree, that he beſtowed upon. 
him a houſe richly furniſhed, with of- 
ficers to ſerve him, and even deſigned 
to make him conſul ? My patron was 
no leſs charmed with his baboon, wick 
he would willingly haye created a cor- 
regidor, had it been in, bis power. 
An unlucky circumſtance for me 
was, that I had Ne all the va- 
lets in demonſtrations of concern, that 
I might, in ſo doing, make my court 
to my,maſter ; and underwent ſuch fa- 
tigue in behalf of Cupid, that I fell 
ſick upon it, and was ſeized with ſuch, 
a violent fever that I loſt my ſenſes, 
and know not how I was managed for 
fifteen days, during. which I was in a 
woes betas ie and 2 25 
only 4 Kno, chat my yo r uggled 
ſa Ice il the 11 5 Jed 
s againſt the remedies that were 
CEE that at length I recoq 
vered my underſtanding. The firſt with 
L made of it was to 2 that I way 
not in my own chamber; and wanting, 
x ro 
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kngw the reaſon, I aſked it of an 
of woman who attended me; but ſhe 
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in ſilence, went away, reſolving to 
make me pay the ſcowerer, to i. Fin 


ceplied, that I muſt not ſpeak, for the he was certainly obliged to ſend his 
phyſician — dit. When cloaths. 


ugh at the doctor; but when we are 
bck, we calmly ſubmit to his pre- 
ſcription. 

L thought proper, therefore, to bold 
my tongue, much ſoever I longed 
to converſe with my nurſe; and was 
engaged in refleQions on this ſubjeR, 
when two ſpruce beaus entered, dreſſ- 
ed in velvet, with ſine ruffled li- 
nen. I — they were two noble - 
men, friends of my maſter, who, out 
of conſideration for him, came to ſee 
me. On this ſuppoſition, I made an 
effort to ſit up, and ſhewed my reſpect 
by taking off my cap; but my nurſe 
hid me all along again, and told me 
that theſe gentlemen were my phyſician 
and apothecary. . 

The doctor coming to my bed - ſide, 
felt my 2 conf ey counte- 
nance, and obſerving e ſymptoms 
of an immediate cure, aſſumed an air 
of triumph, as if he had greatly con- 
tributed to it; ſaying, that there was 
nothing * to finiſh the work 
but a purge, after which be might 
boaſt of having performed a fine cure. 


the apothecary write A ption; 
which while dictated, he viewed 
himſelf in a glaſs, adjuſied his peri- 
wig, and made ſuch grimaces, that 1 
could not help laughing, in ſpite of 
my weakly condition. He then made 
me @ ſolemn bow, and went away, 


much more engroſſed by his own figure. 
than by the medicines he had pre- 


ſcribed. | 

After his depar ture, the apothecary, 
who had not came hither for nothing, 
prepared himſelf for doing ſomethi 
which may be eaſily ; whether 
he was afraid that the old woman 
could not acquit herſelf with dexteri 
enough, or wanted to operate himſel 


in order to enhance the value of his 


ware; but, with all his addreſs, I 
do not know.how it happened, the ope- 


ration was ſcarce performed, when I. 


reſtored to the opetator all that he had 


_ given me, and leſt his velvet ſuit in a 
nne pickle. He looked upon this ac- 


eident as a misfortune annexed to phar- 


n 


Hacy, and wiping himſelf with a towel 
1 5 Wy Sp, n 92 9 


When he had ſpoke thus, he made 


plainly dreſſed, though he had no riſque 
to run that day, in bringing the phy- 
fick which the doctor had preſcribed 
the night before; for I nor only felt 
myſelf mending every moment, but 
had ſuch an averſion, ſinee the pre- 
ceding day, to phyſicians and apathe- 
caries, that I even curſed the univer. 
ſities where thoſe gentlemen receive the 

pwer of ſlaying men with impunity. 

In this diſpoſition, I ſwore: that 1 
would take no more medicine, and 
wiſhed Hippocrates at the devil, with 


all his gang. The apothec who 
did not mind what wit — of dis e- 
id for it, 


es provided he was pa 
eft it on the table, and retired, with- 
out ſpeaking a word. I ordered the 
villainous medicine to be thrown out 
at a window immediately, being fo 
much eſſed againſt it, that I 
ſhould have thought myſelf poiſoned 
had I ſwallowed it. To this ſtroke of 
diſobedience I added another. I broke 
flence; and told my nurſe, in a pe» 
remptory tone, that I abſolutely in- 
liſted on knowing what was become of 
my maſter. The old woman, * 
was apprehenſive of — ne a 
dangerous emotion, ſhould the gratify 
my curioſity ; or refolving perkiaps to 
irritate my diſtemper by her obſtinacy, 
made no anſwer; but I perſiſted with 
ſo much paſſion, that ſhe replied, at 
length, Signior Cavalier, you are 
© now r own maſter; Count Ga- 
© liano is gone back to Sicily.“ | 

I could not believe what I heard, 
and yet there was nothing more true. 
That nobleman, the very ſecond day 
of my diſtemper, fearing that I would” 
die at his houſe, had the generoſity to 
order me to be tranſported, with my 


| lietle effects, to a hired room, where 


he had abandoned me, without cere- 
mony, to Providence and the care of 2 
nurſe. In the interim, having receiv- 
ed an order from court, obliging him 
to repaſs into Sicily, he ſet out with 
ſuch precipitation, that I was not fo 


much as thought of; whether he al- 
ready numbered me with the dead, or 
that people of quality are troubled with 


My 


memories. 
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My nurſe-informed me of all this; 
and hkewiſe aſſured me, it was ſhe who 
had called the phyſician and apothe- 
cary, that I mo not periſh for want 
of aſſiſtance. Theſe comfortable news 


threw me into a profound reverie. 


Adieu, my advantageous ſettlement in 
Sicily! my ſanguine hopes, farewel ! 
When any great misfortune happens 
© to you, lays a certain pope, exa- 
mine yourſelf well; and you will al- 
© ways perceive that it was, in ſome 
© meaſure, owing to your own fault.“ 
No. diſparagement to this holy father, 


I cannot fee how I contributed to my 


own miſchance on this occaſion. 
When I found the flattering chime- 


ras with which I had ituffed my ima- 


ination vaniſhed, the next thing that 
I concerned. myſelf about was my port- 
manteau, which I ordered her to bring 
bed - ſide, that I might examine 


to m 
it. I ſighed, when I perceived it open, 
crying, Ah, my dear portmanteau! 


* my only conſolation ! you have been, 
© ] fee, at the mercy of ſtrangers.— 
© No, no, Signior Gil Blas,* faid the 
old woman; don't be uneaſy ; no- 
© thing is ſtolen from you; I have pro- 


© tetted your box, as if it had been my 


4 own honour. . 


I found in it the ſuit of cloaths 


which I had-when I came into the 
count's ſervice, but I looked in vain 


for that which the Meſſenian had or- 


dered to be made for me, My ma- 
ſter had not thought proper to leave 
it with me, or elſe ſomebody had 
made free with it during my delirium. 
All my other baggage remained, and 


even a great leathern purſe that con- 
tained my money, which I reckoned - 


twice, as I could not, at firſt, believe 


that there were but fifty piſtoles re- 


maining of two hundred and ſixty that 
were in it before I fel} fick. What 
is the meaning of this, my good mo- 
* ther!* ſaid I to the a 4. © my fi- 


© nances are terribly diminiſhed.'— 
And yet nobody, except myſelf, hath 
touched them, {aid the old woman; 


and I have been as frugal as poſſible: 
but ſickneſs is very expenſive ; one 


is always laying out. Here, added 


the good mother, taking a packet of 


paper out of her pocket; © here is an 


account of the expence as juſt as 
nde current coin, which will ſhew 


* that I have not employed a maravedi 
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I glanced over the bill, which con- 
tained fifteen — pages. Mer. 
cy upon me! what a quantity of poul- 

had been — — 

of my ſenſes. There was in broths 
ny to the amount of twelve piſtoles at 
The other articles were anſwer. 
able to this. It cannot be imagined 
how much was laid out for wood, can. 
dles, water, and brooms. Neverthe- 
leſs, ſwelled as this account was, the 
re- 


ſum total did not exceed thirty piſtoles, 
conſequently there ought to be 
mainder of one hundred and eighty, 
This J repreſented to her; but the bel. 
dame, with an air of devotion, began 
to take all the ſaints to witneſs, that 
there were but fourſcore piſtoles in the 

urſe when the count's butler gave 

er the charge of my portmanteau. 
© What is that you ſay, goody ?* cried 
I, with precipitation; * was it the but. 
© ler who put my things into your 
© hands !'——* Without doubt it was 
he,“ the replied; © by this token, 
that when he gave me them, he ſaid, 
« Good mother, when Signior "Gil 
6 Blas is ſtiff, don't fail to treat him 
« with a good funeral, for there is 
« money enough in the portmanteau 
to anſwer the expence. 

Ab, damned Neapolitan !* cried I, 
© I am no longer at a loſs to know 
© how my money 1s gene: you have 
© ſwept it away, to make yourſelf ſome 
© amends for the thefts I bindered you 
© to commit. After this apoſtrophe, 
I thanked Heaven that the knave had 
not carried off the whole. Whatever 
reaſon: I had, however, to accuſe the 
butler of having robbed me, I could 
not help thinking that the nurſe might, 
poſſibly, have done the deed. My ſu- 
ſpicion fell ſometimes on one, ſome- 
times on the other; but it was ſtill the 
ſame thing to me. 

I faid nothing to the old woman: 1 
did not even cavil at the articles of her 
conſcionable bill; for I ſhould have 
got nothing by A and every 
one muſt underſtand his trade: my re- 
ſentment, therefore, was contented with 
paying and diſmiſſing her three days 
after. Ie Nee 

I believe, when ſhe went from me, 
ſhe advertiſed the apothecary that the: 
had been diimiſſed, and that I was well 
enough to mp without taking my 
leave of him; for, in a moment afzer, 
he came to me, quite out of N 
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and preſented his bill; in which, un- 
der names that were utterly unknown to 
me, although I had been a phyſician, 
he had ſet down all the ended me- 
dicines with which he had furniſhed 
me while I was outof my ſenſes. This 
bill might be juſtly ſaid to have been 
written in the true ſpirit of an apothe- 
cary; and accordingly we diſputed a- 
bout the payment of it. I infiſted on 
his abating one half of the ſum he 
demanded ; he ſwore he would not 
abate one maravedi. Conſidering, how- 


ever, that he had to do with a young 


man who might give him the ſlip, by 
vitting Madrid that very day, he 
choſe rather to be contented with what 
I offered, that is, three times the value 
of his drugs, than to run the riſque of 
loſing the whole. I gave him the mo- 
with infinite regret, and he retired 
fully revenged for the ſmall diſgrace 
he had ſuffered on the day of the clyſter. 
The phyſician appeared almoſt at the 
ſame time; for thoſe animals are al- 
ways at the tail of one another. I paid 
him for his viſits, which had been very 
numerous, and ſent him away ve 
well ſatisfied: but before he would 
leave me, in order to prove that he 
had earned his fees, he related all the 
mortal ſymptoms, which he had pre- 
vented, in my diſtemper; a taſk he 
performed in very learned terms, and 


with an agreeable air, though it was 


249 
altogether above my comprehenſion. 
When I had diſpatched him, I thought 
I had got rid of all the winters 
of the Fates; but I was miſtaken ; 
a ſurgeon, whom I had neyer ſeen, 
entered -my apartment, havin 
ſaluted me very reſpe&fully, expreſſ- 
ed great joy in ſeeing me out of dan- 
Perz a deliverance which, he ſaid, 
e attributed to two copious bleedings 
that he had performed, and ſome cup- 
ping-glaſſes which he had the honour 
to apply. This was another feather 


to be plucked from my wing: I was 


fain to Pay tribute to the ſurgeon alſo. 
After ſo many evacuations, my purſe © 
became ſo feeble, that it was little bet- 
ter than a lifeleſs corpſe, ſo little of 
the radical moiſture remained. 

I began to loſe courage, when I ſaw 
myſelf relapſing into a Rate of miſery. 
I had, while I ſerved my laſt maſters, 
conceived too great ion for the 
conveniences of life, and could no 
longer, as formerly, look upon indi- 

ce with the eye of a Cynick philo- 
opher. I will own, however, that I 
was very much in the wrong, to let 
myſelf fall a prey to melancholy. Af- 
ter having ſo often experienced that 
Fortune no ſooner overthrew me than 
ſhe raiſed me up again, I ought to have 
regarded the troubleſome fituation in 
which I'was, as another introduction 


to proſperity. 


END OF THE SEVENTH BOOK. 
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Nunnez all this time ſur- 
g M * me ſo much, that 
| | concluded he muſt be 
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BOOK VIII. 


$ 
CHAP. 1. 


GIL BLAS CONTRACTS A GOOD AC- 
QUAINTANCE, AND OBTAINS A 
POST THAT. CONSOLES HIM FOR 

COUNT GALIANO'sS 1INGRATI> 
TUDE. THE HISTORY OF DON 
VALERIO DE LUNA. 


Y not having heard of 


in the country; and, 

as ſoon as I could walk, 
I went to his lodgings, where I un- 
derſtood that he had actually gone to 
Andalufia, three weeks before, with 
the Duke de Medina Sidonia. One 
morning, at waking, Don Melchior 
de la Ronda came into my head; and 
remembering that I had promiſed to 
him, while I was at Grenada, to vifit 
his nephew, if ever I ſhould return to 
Madrid, I reſolved to keep my pro- 
miſe that very day. Having got a di- 
rection to the houſe of Don Balthazar 
de Zuniga, I repaired thither, and 


aſked for Signior Joſeph Navarro, who 


ſoon a . When I fluted hin, 


| te received me politely, but cold 
although I had ied my name. i 


did not know how to reconcile this fro- 
zen reception with the character I bad 
heard of this clerk of the kitchen and 
was going away, wich u reſolution to 
ſave my ſelf the trouble of a ſecond 
viſit, when, all of a ſudden, aſſuming 
an open ſmiling air, he cried, with a 
good deal of emotion, * Ah, Signior 
« Gil Blas de Santiliane! pray pardon 
* the reception I have given you. My 
memory had betrayed my inclination: 
I had forgot your name, and little 
© thought that you was the cavalier of 
whom mention is made in a letter 
* which I received From Grenada a- 
* bout four months ago. 

© How rejoiced am I to ſee you! 
added he, — his arms about 
my neck, with — * my uncle 
8 Melchior, whom 1 love and honour 
© as a father, conjures me, if perchance 
© I ſhould have the honour of ſeeing 
«* you, to treat you in the ſame manner 
© as if you was his ſon, and to em- 
© ploy, if there ſhould be occahon, 
c 
« 


my own credit, and that of my friends, 
in your behalf, He has praiſed the 
« qualities 
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122 of your head and heart, in 
« ſuch, terms as would have intereſted 
me in your faveur, even if I had not 
« been engaged thereto by his recom- 
« ,mendation. ,.. I beg, therefore, that 
« you will look upon me as a man to 
hom my uncle has imparted, by 
« letter, all his ſentiments with re 

to you... 1 offer you my friendſhip, 
and I hope you will not refuſe me 
6 yours.” | 1185 

I anſwered with that gratitude which 
I owed to the polite behaviour of Jo- 
ſeph; and, like people of warmth and 
ſincerity, we contracted an intimacy on 
the ſpot :, and I did not ſcruple to diſ- 
clote the ſituation of my affairs; which 
he no ſooner, heard, than he ſaid, * I 
« undertake to procure a place for you; 
and, in the mean time, don't fail to 
« come and dine with me every day. 
« You. will fare better here than at 
your eating-houſe. The offer was 
too agreeable to a ”_u creature juſt 
come out of a fit of illneſs, who had 
been uſed to good living, to be reject - 
ed, I accepted the invitation, there- 
fore, and recruited ſo well in that fa- 
mily, that in fifteen days I had the 
face of a Barnardine monk. Melchi. 
or's nephew ſeemed to make up his 
pack rarely ; hut how could it be other- 
wiſe | He bad three ſtrings to bis bow; 
was, at the ſame time, butler, ſteward, 
and clerk of the kitchen; beſides, (our 
friendſhip apart) I believe the comp- 


troller ot the houſe and he had a very 


underſtanding together. 
18 roared when my 
friend Joſeph, ſeeing me come in one 
day to dine as uſual, made up to me 
with a gay air, and faid, © Signior Gil 
Blas, I have a pretty good place in 
view for you. You mult know that 
* the Duke of Lerma, prime · miniſter 
of the Spaniſh crown, in order to de · 
vote himſelf entirely to affairs of ſtate, 
« intruſts two perſons with bis own 
* coneerns, Don Diego de Monteſer 
© has the care of gathering his rents; 
* and his houſhold expence is managed 
* by Don Rodrigo de Calderona. Theſe 
* two men, in whom he can confide, 
* exerciſe their employments with ab- 
* ſolute authority, without the leaſt de- 
© pendance on one another. Don Di- 
ego uſually sin his ſervice two 
* ſtewards to receive his caſh; and as 
* I underſtood this morping that he 
© had diſmiſſed one of them, I have 
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© nior de Monteſer, who $.me, 
© and of whoſe friendſhip I may boaſt, 
has granted it without any difficulty, 
aon my recommendation of your mo- 
* rals and capacity, We will go to 
© his houſe this afternoon.” ; 
We wentthither accordingly. I was 
very graciouſly received, and inftalled 
in the employment of the ſteward who 
had been diſmiſſed. His office con- 
liſted in viſiting, the farms, keeping 
them in repair, and receiving the rents : 
in a word, I was concerned in the 
country eſtate, and every month gave 
in my accaunts to Don Diego, who 
examined them with great attention. 
This was what I wiſhed. Although 
my integrity had been ſo ill repaid by 
my laſt maſter, I was reſolved to con · 
tinue always in the ſame path, | 
One day, having got notice that a 
fire had happened in the caſtle of Ler- 
ma, and that more than half of it had 
been reduced to aſhes, I went thither 
immediately, to take an account of the 
damage; and having informed myſelf 
exactly, upon the ſpot, of all the cir- 
cumftances of the Gre, I compoled an 
ample relation of it, which Monteſer 
ſhewed to the Duke of Lerma. This 
miniſter, notwithſtanding the affliction 
he was in to hear ſuch bad news, was 
{ſtruck with the relation, and could not 
help aſking who was the author: Don 
Diego not only ſatisfied him in that 
particular, but alſo ſpoke ſo much in 
my favour, that his excelleney remem+ 
bered me fix months after, on the o- 
caſion of a flory which I am going to 
recount, and without which, perha 
I ſhould never have been em at 
court, Here it is. | 
At that time, there lived in the ſtreet 
of the Infantas, an old lady called Ine» 
filla de Cantarilla, whoſe birth you 
not certainly known, Some ſaid that 
ſhe was the daughter of a Jute-maker ; 
and others, ark father was a com- 
mander of the order of St. Jago. Be 
that as it will, ſhe was a prodigy. 
Nature had beſtowed upon her the fin» 
ulat privilege of charming the male 
a during the whole courſe of her ſife, 
which exceeded ſeventy-five years. She 
had been idolized by the noblemen of 
the old court, and ſaw herſelf adored 
by thoſe of the new. Time, that ſpares- 
not even beauty, had exerted itſelf up- 
on her in vain z though he had wither- 
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he could not otherwi 
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ed it, he could not deprive her of the 
power to pleaſe: a noble air, an en- 
chanting wit, and graces that were pe- 
culiar to her, made her inſpire the men 
with paſſion, even in her old age. 
One of the Duke of Lerma's fecre- 
taries, called Don Valerio de Luna, 
= cavaher of five and twenty, faw Ine- 
filla, and fell in love with her. He 
declared himſelf in the moſt paſhonate 
terms, and purſued his prey with all 
the fury that love and youth can-in- 
ſpire. The lady, who had her reaſons 
2 not complying with his wiſhes, did 
not know haw to moderate his flame. 
One day, however, thinking ſhe had 
found the means, ſhe carried the young 
man into her cloſet, and pointing to 
a clock that ftood upon the table, Vou 
© fre,” ſaid the, © what hour it is—on 
© the ſame day and hour did I come 
© into the world, ſeventy-five years 
© ago; and en really think it be- 
© comes one of my age to be eng 
© im love · intrigues ? Recal your reaſon, 
© my child; and ſtifle thoſe ſentiments 
© which are fo unſuitable both to you 
© and me.” At this ſenfible advice, 


the cavalier, who no longer acknow- 


ledged the authority of reaſon, anfwer- 
ed the lady with all the impetuoſity of 
a man poſſeſſed oy the moſt violent 
emotions, Cruel Inefilla! why have 
© you recourſe to ſuch frivolous re- 
© monſtances? Do you imagine that 
© they can change you in my eyes? 
© Don't flatter yourſelf with ſuch a 
© yain hope. While you are ſuch as 
© I behold you, or while my view is 
© faſcina by the charm, I cannot 
E ceaſe to love you.'—* Well then,” 
faid ſhe, © ſince you are fo obſtinate 
as to perſiſt in the reſolution of fa- 
© tiguing'me with your addreſſes, my 
© houſe ſhall be no longer open to you. 
© IT forbid you to come near it, and 
© defire to ſee you no more.” 

You will, perhaps, believe, after 
this, that Don Valerio, diſconcerted 
at what he had heard, made an ho- 
nourable retreat, On the contrary, he 
beeame ſtill more importunate. Love 


luces the ſame effects in it's vota- 
Ties, as wine does in drunkards. The 


cavalier begged, fighed, and, making 
a ſudden tranſition from entreaties to 
rage, attempted to enjoy by force, what 

e obtain, But 
the lady, reſiſting with courage, eried, 


with an air of indignation, Hold, 


© raſh wretch ! I will ſoon bridle you 
< impigns ardour. K o. that you art 
<* my ſon.“ Don Valerio was con- 
founded at theſe words, which fu- 
- as the violence of his paſſion. 
ut, imagining that Ineſilla ſpoke thus 
only to be fid of his ſolicitatons, he 
anſwered, * You have invented that 
fable to elude my deſires.— No, 
no, ſaid ſhe, interrupting him; 1 
© reveal a myſtery, which I ſhould al- 
* ways have concealed, had not you 
reduced me to the neceſſity of diſ- 
cloſing it. Six and twenty years ago, 
© I was in love with Don Pedro de 
Luna, your father, who was then 
© governor of Segovia; and you be- 
© came the fruit of cer mutual paſſion, 
© He owned you for his ſon, gave you 
good education; and although he 
© had not been without other children, 
* your good qualities would have de- 
* termined him to leave you a for- 
© tune, I, for my part, did not for- 
© fake you. As ſoon as you began to 
appear in the world, I allured you 
© to my houſe, in order to infpire yo 
© with that polite behaviour which is 
© fo neceſſary to a gallant man, and 
* which women only can beſtow. I 
© did more; I employed all my credit 
to introduce you into the prime-mi- 
© niſter's ſervice. In ſhort, I have in- 
tereſted myſelf for you, as I ought 
© todo for a ſon. After this declara- 
© tion, take your own meaſures. If 
you can purify your ſentiments, and 
c look upon me only as a mother, I 
© do not baniſh you from my fight, 
* but will treat you with all the ten- 
* derneſs I have hitherto preſerved; . 
© but if you are incapable of that ef- 
© fort, which both nature and reaſon 
© demand, fly this moment, and deli- 
ver me from the horror of your pre- 


© ſence." 


While Incfilla ſpoke in this manner, 
Don Valerio remained in a profound 
filence. He ſeemed to recal his virtue 
and endeavour ta vanquiſh himſelf 
but he meditated another , and 

pared a quite different acle for 
2 mother. - Being unable to conſole 
himſelf for the unfurmountable obfta- 
ele that oppoſed his wiſhes, he bajely 
yielded to his defpair ; he drew his 
ſword, and plunged it in his own bo- 
ſom ; puniſhing himſelf like another 
Oedipus, with this difference, that the 
Theban plucked'out his own eyes; op 
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of grief for having committed the 
HO og the Cattilian ſtabbed 
himſelf, becauſe he could not com- 
it it. | 

The unhappy Dan Valerio did not 
die immediately of the blow he had 
given himſelf ; but had time to repent, 
and aſk. pardon of Heaven, for having 
taken away his own life. As he left, 

his death, a vacancy in the poſt of 
ſecretary to the Duke of Lerma, that 
miniſter, who had not forgot my ac- 
count of the fire, nor the good cha- 
racter he had heard of me, choſe me 
to fill the place of this young gen - 


CHAP. II. 


GIL LAS 1S PRESENTED TO THE 

DUKE OF LERMA, WHO RECEIVES 
HIM INTO THE NUMBER OF HIS 
SECRETARIES; SETS HIM TO 
WORK, AND 1s SATISFIED WITH 
HIS PERFORMANCES. 


Man SER was the perſon 
who informed me of this agree- 
able news, and ſaid, Friend Gil Blas, 
though I feel ſome regret in loſing 
you, I love you too well not to be 
« overjoyed at your ſucceeding Don 
* Valerio. You will not fail to make 
5 a fine fortune, provided you follow 
© two pieces of advice which I have to 
« give you. The firſt is, to appear ſo 
much attached to his excellency, that 
© he ſhall never doubt of your being 
© entirely devoted to his will. And the 
* ſecond is, to make your court to 
© Signior Don Rodrigo de Calderona 
« for that man moulds the mind of his 
© maſter like wax. If you have the 
good fortune to acquire the good- 
© will of that favourite ſecretary, you 
© will go a great way in a very little 
© time,” \ 

« Signior,* ſaid I to Don Diego, 
after having thanked him for his good 
advice, tell me, if you pleaſe, Don 
5 Rodrigo's character. I have often 
: COTS ſpoke-of, and repreſented 
© bad enough ; but I have not much 
confidence in the pictures which peg- 
ple draw of thoſe who have poſts at 
court; though fometimes, I believe, 
they do not judge amiſs. Pray, tell 
© me then, what do you think of Sig- 
* nior Calderona ? — “ You alk we @ 
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* very delicate queſtion," replied th 


overleer, with a ſatirical ſmile,” * 
* would tell any body but you, wirk- 


out heſitation, that he is a very ho- 


* nourable gentleman, of an unble- 
© miſhed character: but I will deal 
more frankly with you; for, beſid 
© that 1 believe you a young man 
* diſcretion, I think it my duty ta talk. 
* openly to you of Don Rodrigo, ſince 
© I have adviſed you to cultivate, him 
© with care; otherwiſe, I ſhould only. 
© oblige you by halves. 

© You muſt know then, that from 
a ſimple domeſtick of his excellency, 
when he was only Don Francis 
Sandoval, this man has arrived, by 
degrees, at the poſt of his firſt ſecre« 
tary. There never was a prouder 
man; he looks upon himſelf as the 
Duke of Lerma's colleague ;. and, at 
bottom, he may be ſaid to-ſhare with 
him the authority of prime-miniſterz 
ſince he beſtows — and govern- 
ments on whom he pleaſes to oblige. 
This the publick s murmurs at: 
but he gives himſelf no trouble about 
the matter: provided an affair yields 
him a handſome preſent, he bids de- 
fiance to cenſure. You will eaſily 
conceive, from what. I have ſaid," 
added Don Diego, how you are to 
© behave to ſuch a haughty mortal. 
O yes!” ſaid 1; © leave that to me: 
© it will be very unlucky, indeed, if 
I cannot gain his favour, When 
one knows the foible of a perſon 
© whom he wiſhes to pleaſe, he muſt 
de no conjuror if he fails of ſucceſs.” 
— © Well then,” replied 181 1 
vill now preſent you to the Duke of 
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© Lerma.” 


. We went immediately to the houſe 
of that miniſter, whom we found giving 
audience in a, great hall, where there 
was more company than at court. Here 
I ſaw commanders, and knights of Ca- 
latrava and St. Jago, ſoliciting, for go- 
vernments and vice-royalties; 134689 
who, being ſickly at their own dioceles, 
delircd to be made archbiſhops, only 
for the change of air; and ſome hol 
fathers, of the order of St. Dominic 
and St. Francis, wha laid claim to the 
mitre with great humility. Llikewiſe ob» 
ſerved. ſome half-pay officers, ao acted 
the fame part that Captain Chinchilla 
kad formerly done that is, ſpent all they 


had in dancing 1 for 4. 
ö duke did not gratify al 
lon,, At due A* 
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ir deſires, he at leaſt received their 

trons with great affability; and I 
perceived that he anſwered very politely 
to thoſe who ſpoke to him. 
We waited patiently until he had 
diſpatched all theſe ſuppliants; then 
Don Diego ſaid to him, My lord, 
© here is Gil Blas de Santillane, that 
© young man whom your excellency 
0 — choſen to ſu the place of 
© Don Valerio. At theſe words the 
duke, caſting his eyes upon me, ſaid, 
in à very obliging manner, That I 
had already merited it by the ſervices 
F had done him. He afterwards car- 
ried me into his cloſet, to diſcourſe 
with me in' private, or rather to judge 
of my underſtanding by my converſa- 
tion. He defired to know who I was, 
and the life I had hitherto led, exac:- 
ing of me a ſincere narration of the 
whole. What a detail was this for 
me to give! there was no thinking of 
telling lyes before a prime · miniſter of 
Spain. On the other hand, I had ſo 
many things to tel] at the expence of 


my vanity, that I could not reſolve on 


a general confeſſion. How ſhould 1 
extricate myſelf from this embarraſſ- 
ment! I took the reſolution of embel- 
liſhing the truth in thoſe parts where 
it would have offended in it's naked- 
neſs; but he did not fail to diſcover it 
in ſpite of all my ſkill. * Monſieur 
de Santillane, faid he, with a ſmile, 
when I had finiſhed my ſtory, *© 1 fee 
you have been in your time a little 
upon the picare . I anſwered with 
a bluſh, * Your excellency ordered me 
© to be ſintert, and I have obeyed.'— 
I am obliged to thee for it, he re- 
plied: go, my child; thou haſt come 
© off very cheaply. I am aſtoniſhed 
© that thou watt not undone by ill ex- 
© ample. There are many honeit peo- 
© ple who would have turned great 
* rogues, bad Fortune put them to the 
© ſame trials, | | 
Friend — r the 
miniſter, forget thy paſt life, and re- 
member that 2 belongeſt to 
© the king, in whoſe ſervice thou wilt 
© be employed for the future. Follow 
© me, and I wilt make thee acquainted 
© with the nature of thy office.” He 
carried me into a little cloſet adjoining 


to hi» own, where I ſaw, upon ſhelves, 


twenty thick regiſters m folio. ©Ttis 


* 
= * 


© ® A'Spanriſd werd, Egnifying rogue. 


OF GIL BLAS. 
© here," ſaid he, © where” thou 'muſt 
« work, Theſe iſters compoſe a 
dictionary of all the noble families 
within the kingdoms and principa- 
© lities of the Spaniſh — Every 
© book contains, in alphabetical order, 
© the abridged hiſtory of every gentle. 
© man; in which are recounted the 
« ſervices which he and his anceſtors 
© have performed to the ſtate, as well 
© as the affairs of honour in which 
© they have been engaged. There is 
© alſo mention made of their fortune, 
© morals, and, in a word, of all their 
© bad qualities; ſo that when they 
come to ſolicit favours at court, I ſee, 
« with one glance of my eye, whether 
* or not they deſerve them. That I 
may have an exact information of 
© all theſe things, I have penſionaries 
* every where, who take care to 
good intelligence, which they tranſ- 
© mit to me in writing: but, as their 
© memorials are often diffuſe, and 
© ftnffed with provincial modes of ex- 
« preſhon, they muſt be rendered more 
* conciſe, and the diftion poliſhed ; 
* becauſe his majeſty ſometimes orders 
* theſe regiſters to be read to him. In 
this work, which requires a perſpi- 
cuous ſtyle, I will empty thee this 
very moment.“ ' | 
So ſaying, he took out of a port- 
folio full of papers, a memorial, which 
he put into my hand; and went out 
of the cloſet, leaving me at liberty to 
perform my coup d"efſai, I read the 
piece, which ſeemed not only ſtuffed 
with barbarous terms, but even filled 
with indecent pafſion, though it had 
been compoſed by a monk in the town 
of Solſona. He there tore to pieces, 
without mercy, a good Catalonian fa- 
mily; and God knows if he ſpoke 
truth : it looked ſo much like a fcan- 
dalous libel, that I at firſt made ſome 
ſcruple of working upon it, being a- 
fraid of making myſelf an accomplice 
in the calumny. Nevertheleſs, novice 
as I was at court, I went on, at the 
hazard of his reverence's ſoul; and 
placing all the iniquity, if there was 
any in the caſe, to his account, began 
to diſhonour, m good Caſtilian phraſes, 
two or three generations of honeſt men 
perhaps. | | 
T had already finiſhed four or five 
pages, when the duke; impatient 10 
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know how I , returned, and 
ſaid, Santillane, ſhew me what thou 
5s. haſt done; for I long to ſee it. At 
the ſame time; throwing his eyes upon 
my work, he read the beginning with 
great attention; and ſeemed fo well ſa- 
nisfied, that I was ſurprized at his com- 
mendations. . * Prepoſſeſſed as I was 
in th * laid he, I confeſs 
thou urpaſſed my expectation: 
« thou writeſt not on Jour all the 
« clearneſs and diſtinction that I de- 
s fired, but thy ſtyle is alſo ſpirited 


and eaſy; thou juſtifieſt the choice{ reckoning. 
4 - x00 with 


« have made of mt gms and conſol 
me for the loſs of thy predeceſſor.” 
He would not have confined my elo- 
gium to this, had he not been inter- 
rupted by the arrival of his nephew the 
Count de Lemos, whom his excellency 
embraced ſeveral times, and received 
in ſuch a manner as gave me to under- 
ſtand that he loved him with a ten- 
der affetion. They ſhut themſelves 
up together, to talk in private of a fa- 
mily affair, which I ſhall have occasion 
to mention in the ſequel, and with 
which the miniſter, at that time, ſeemed 
to be more engroſſed than with the bu- 
ſineſs — the king. 

While were engaged together, 
I heard the clock ſtrike twelve; and as 
I knew that the ſecretaries and clerks 
quitted their offices at that hour, to go 
and dine ſomewhere, I left my per- 
formance, and went out, not with a 
view of goin to Monteſer's houſe, for 
he had y paid my appointments, 
and I had taken my leave of him, but 
to the moſt famous ardinary at the 
court-end of the town: a common 
cating-houſe would not now ſerve my 
turn. Remember that thou now be- 
longeſt to the king. Theſe words, which 
the duke had pronounced, were ſeeds 
of ambition that every inſtant ſprung 


up in my ſoul, 
CHAP, III. 


AB LEARNS THAT HIS POST 18 
NOT ALTOGETHER WITHOUT 
MORTIFICATIONS. HIS UNEASI- 
NESS AT THIS PIECE OF NEWS, 
WHICH OBLIGES HIM TO ALTER 

is CONDUCT. | 


Was at great pains, when I entered, 
J to let the landlord know that I was 


ſecretary to the prime-minilter ; and, 
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in that quality, I did not know what 
to order for my dinner: I was afraid 
of beſpeaking ſomething that mighe 
ſavour f parkmony, and therefore hade 
him drefs what he himſelf ſhould think 
proper. Accordingly, he regaled me 
in a ſumptuous manner, and I was 
ſerved with marks of reſpect which gave 
me ſtill more pleaſure than the 
chear. When the bill was b t, 1 
threw a piſtole upon the table, leaving to 
the waiters one fourth of it at leaſt; for 
ſo much remained over and above the 
Atter which I ftrutted 
ſuch geſtures as ſhewed that 
— mighty well pleaſed with my own 
on. a e 1 
About twen $ from hence, 
there — a dee, in which noble- 
men that were ſtrangers commonly 
lodged. Here I hired an apartment, 
e of five or fix rooms hand- 
ſomely furniſhed, as if I already en- 
joyed two or three thouſand ducats 
a year; and even paid the firſt month 
per advance. A returning 
to work, I ſpent the whole afternoori 
in continuing what I had begun in the 
morning. ere were two more ſe- 
cretaries in a cloſet next to mine; but 
they only tratſcribed what the duke 
gave them to copy. With theſe I cou- 
tracted an acquaintance that very even- 
ing, when we went out together; and, 
in order to gain their friendſhip the 
ſooner, carried them to my tavern, 
where I ordered for ſupper the beſt 
diſhes in ſeaſon, with the moſt delicate 
wines. | 
We fate down together, and began 
to convgrſe with more gaiety than wit; 
for to do juſtice to my gueſts, I ſoon 
perceived that they did not owe to their 
nius the places which they poſſeſſed- 
were connoiſſeurs, indeed, in 
che different kinds of hand-writing ; 
but they had not the leaſt tincture of 
univerſity education. | 
To make amends for this, they un- 
deritood their own little intereſts to ad- 
miratian; and were not ſo much in- 
toxicated with the honour of ſerving 
the prime · miniſter, but that they com- 
plained of their ſituation. © We haye,” 
{aid one of them, already exerciſed 
our employment five months at our 
© own expence, without touching one 
« farthing; and, which is worſe, our ap- 
« pointments are not — not do 
* we ktow upon what footing wp 
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As ſor my part, ſaid the other, I 
. would, with 5 heart, put up with 
twenty ſtripes, inſtead of appoint- 
ments, to be allowed: the liberty of 
engaging myſelf elſe where; for I dare 
not retire o — aecord, nor de- 
mand my dif , after the ſecrets 
© with which I have been intrufted ; 
© elſe I might chance to viſit the tower 
© of Segovin, orcaſtie-of Aſicant.“ 
How do you make ſhift to live 
then?” ſaid Te dem: I ſuppoſe 
© you have fortunes of your own.” 
They an{wered,- they had -very little 
money; but, luckily for them, they 
lodged at the houſe of an honeſt wi- 
dow, who gave them credit for their 
board, at the rate of one hundred piſ- 
toles à year from each. All this diſ- 
courſe; of which T did nat Joſe one 
word; diſſipated in an inftant the fumes 
of my pride: I concluded, that no 
more confideration would be paid to 
me than to others; conſequently, I had 
- Ho cauſe to be ſo much charmed with 
my poſt, which was not quite ſo ſub- 
 Rantial as I had imagined; and that, in 
mort, I could not be too frugal of my 
purſe. "Fheſe reflections cured me of 
my extravagance. I began tore 
bf having invited my fellow- ſecretaries; 
wiſhed the repaſt at an end; and, when 
the bill was brought, diſputed with the 
| Jandlord on every article. L 
My friends and F parted at mid- 

night; becauſe I did not. preſs them 
to ſtay longer. They went / home to 
their widow, and I to my ſuperb apart- 
ment, which Inow was mad with my- 
ſelf for having hired; and which I firm- 
Iy reſolved to leave at the month's end. 
It was to no purpoſe to me to lie down 
on a good bed: my anxiety baniſhed 
All repoſe; and I paſſed the night in 
contriving means of being paid by his 
_ majeſty for my work. I tuck, on this 
Sceaſion, to Monteſer's advice, and 
roſe with a reſolution of going to pay 
my reſpects to Don Rodrige de Calde- 
ronn. I was in à very proper dijpoſy- 
tion to appear befor ſuch a proud man, 
becauſe I found bad occation for his 
Protection. MILLS 

-'T reparred them to the "ſecretary, 
whoſe lodging commlinicated with that 
ofthe Duke of Lermu, and even cquall- 
ech it in mägnißcence: by the furni- 
ture, wt Wend hate been a difficuft 
matter 16 & H g] de matter from 
the wan. I bene in mi name, as tie 
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ſucceſſor of Don Valerio; but, for aff 
that, I waited in the anti-chamber u 
wards. of an bout, Mr. New Sec 
* cretary,” ſaid I to myſelf at this 
juncture, have a little 'patiencey if 
< yow pleaſe: I find you muſt dance 
« attendance yourſelf, before you make 
other people do fo,” Tbe chamber. 
door being opened at * 1 entered, 
and advanced towards Don Rodrigo, 
who, having juſt finiſhed a bittet-doux 
to his charming Sirena, was putting dt 
into Pedrillo's hands. I had never ap- 
peared before the Archbiſhop of Gre. 
nada, the Count Galiano, nor even the 
prume-miniſter, fo reſpectfully as I 
preſented myſelf to the eyes of Signior 


de Calderona, whom I faluted with a 
| bow to the v round, begging his 
protection in ſubmillive terms, 


that I cannot. remember them without 
a bluſh. My meanneſs would have 
turned to my prejudice in the opinion 
of a real gentleman; but he was pleaſed 
with my groveling behaviour, and aſ- 
ſured me, obligingly enough, that he 
would let flip no opportunity of doing 
me ſervice. | 

-- I thanked him with great demon- 
ſtrations of zeal for his favourable ſen- 
trments of me; and having vowed an 
eternal attachment to bim, took my 
leave, for fear of incommoding hi 
and begged he would excuſe me, if I 
had rerrupted. him in his important 
affairs. As ſoon as I had ated this 
mean part, I vent · to my office, where 
I finimed the taſk which had been im- 
poled. The duke, who did not fail to 
come thither in the morning, was no 
leſs pleaſed with the end than he bad 
deen with the beginning of my work, 
and ſaid, This is extremely well : 


© write as well as thou canſt this a- 


< bridged hiſtory in the regiſter of Ca- 
— z after which — ſnalt take 
© another information out of the port- 
« folio, and manage it in the fame 
* manner.#-.I had a pretty long con- 
verſation with his excellericy, and was 
charmed with his ſwoetneſs and fami- 
diarity of behaviour. Whata difference 
was there between him and Calderona 
They were two figures ſtrongly con- 
aaa £7 124} 1223: 19140218 
I dined that day in am eating · hauſe 
for a moderate expence; and reſolved 
to go thither incognito every evemn 
until I ſhould fee the effect of my co 
plai ſance and ſervility. I had money 
| *  Cufficient 
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fußcient td maintain me three months, 
during which I refoived to work at a 
venture; purpoſing, as the ſhorteſt fol 
ties are the leaſt prejudicial, to aban- 
don the court, and all it's tinſel, if I 
Houl& receive no falary before the ex · 
zon of that — — — —.— 
was my plan : I Ipared ing, du- 
ri 4 chontlis, to pleafe Calderona; 
but he took ſo little notice of my en- 
deavours, that, deſpairing of ſucceſs, I 
changed mycondutt towards him, a 
exerted myſelf wholly in . profiting b 
thoſe moments of converſation which I 
had with the duke. 


ö 
C'HA P. i. 


ei BLAS GAINS THE* FAVOUR. OF 
Tur dux OF LERMA,' WHO: EN 
"TRUSTS HIM 'WITH/''& SECRET 
"OF GREAT IMPORTANCE. 


97 deny oben his , to uſe 
the expreſſion, — ſulepperred 
before me, and vaniſhed again, ev 

day, I inſenfibly rendered myſelf 

agreeable to his excellency, that he ſaid 
to me one afternoon, ®Hark'e,Gil Blas; 
©L like thy diſpoſition and under- 
« ſtanding, and have a regard for thee 


_ ©-zceordingly. Thou art a zealous 


« faithful young fellow, extremely in- 
« teſipent and diſereet; ſo that I don't 
© think 1 ſhall miſplace my confidence, 
© if I beſtow it upon thee. I threw 
myſelf on my knees, when I heard 
theſe words; and, after having reſpect- 
fully kifled one of his hands, which he 
held out to raiſe me up, anſwered, * Is 


it poſſible, then, that your OP | 
c 


can deign to honour me with ſu 
extraordinary favour? What ſecret 
enemies will your neſs raiſe up 
© againſt me! But there is only one 
© man whoſe hatred I dread; and that 
is Don Rodrigo de Calderona.” 

© Thou haſt nothing to apprehend 
from that quarter, replied the duke. 
© T know Calderona; he has been at- 
© tached to me from his infancy; and, 
I may venture to ſay, his ſentiments 
* are fo conformable to mine, that he 
©* careſſes thoſe whom I love, and hates 
* thoſe who diſoblige me: inſtead of 
* dreading his averſion, thou mayeſt, 


on the contrary, depend upon his 
* friendſhip.” By this, I could plainly 
perecive, that Signior Don Rodrigo was 


2 cunmi rogue, who had poſ⸗ 
teſhon of his excellency's — 0 
that I could not be too cautions with 
bim. Po begin, added the duke; 
* with-patzing] thee in on of my 
bn 7 to thee 2 

g ch e jected; for 
it as «meceſſaryi that — 
* be informed of it, that thou mayeſt 
acquit thyſelf the better of the com- 
mitſions in which I intend to employ 
7 thee.', I have a long.time-btbeld my 
authority in — reſpedted, my 
* decifions blindly followed, and com- 
miſfions, employments, governments, 
vice - royalties, and beneſi ces, diſ- 
poſed of according to my wih. E 
may be ſaid to reign in Spain; and 
it is impoſſible to puſi my fortune 


' * farther but I would ſecure it againſt 


the ſtorms that begin to threaten me; 
and, for that effect, want to have my 


nnephew, the Count de Lemos, for my 


* ſucceſſor in the miniſtry,” 

Here the duke, 9 T was 
extremely ſurprized at what I heard, 
ſaid; . I fee your ſurprie, Sautillane 5 
« youthink at very ſtrange that I ſhould 
: 3 my nephew to my on ſon the 
* Duke d'Uzeda; but you muſt Kno 
* that this laſt has too narrow a gens 
© to fill my place: befades,; Lam his 
enemy; he has found the ſecret of 
being agreeable to the king, who 
© wants to make him his favourite; and 
© this is what I cannot bear. The 
© favour bf a ſovereign is dike the poſ- 
ſeſſion of a woman whom we adore 
a piece of happineſs, of which we 
are fo jealous, that we cannot reſolve 
© to ſhare it with a rival, however con- 
nected to us by the ties: ob blood and 
friendſii pp 

+ ] now diſcloſe to thee,” continued 
his grace, the very bottom of mx 
© foul. | I have already attem to 
© ruin the Duke d'Uzeda with his ma- 
c jeſty ; and, as I could not ſucceed, 
J have changed my battery. I de- 
«. fign that the Count de Lemos ſhall 
inſinuate himſelf into the good graces 
© of the Prince of Spain. Being gen- 
© tleman of his bed- chamber, he has 
© 2n opportunity of talking with him 
every moment; and; beſides that he 
© \ does not want wit, I knaw a: ſure 
© method: for him to ſucceed in that 
© enterprize. By this ſtratagem, I will” 
© oppole my nephew to my fon, and 
© breed a diviſion between the two m 

uns, 
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— . the of which 
court 5 awe of whic 
* will — ſubmiſſive to my will. 
This,“ added he, is my ſcheme; 
rand thy aſſiſtance will be very ſervice - 
able to me; for I will always fend 
©. thee to the Count de Lemos, and 
thou ſhalt report from him whatever 
© he ſhall have occahon to impart. 
- Aﬀter this confidence, which I re 
ed as ready money, I no. lon 
t any diſquiet. At lengih, ſaid I 
to mytelf, * | am under the ſpout; 2 
© a ſhower of gold will certainly rain 
upon me; for it is impoſſible but 


« that the confident of a man, who, 


« by way of excellence, is called the 
great pillar of the Spaniſh monarchy, 
* ſhould be, in a very ſhort time, load- 
ed with wealth!" Full of ſuch agree- 
able hope, I iaw with indifference my 


poor purſe giving up the ghoſt. 


CHAP. V. 


GIL 'BLAS ts OVERWHELMED WITH 
JOY,' HOXOUR,, AND DISTRESS. 


HE miniſter's affetion for me 
was ſoon perceived; for he af- 
ſeed to gite marks of it in publick, 
giving me the charge of his port - folio, 
which he uſed to carry in his own hand 
to council. This novelty, making peo- 
ple look upon me as à ſmall favourite, 
excited the envy of ſeveral perſons, and 
was the occation of my receiving a great 
deal of court holy-water. My two 
neighbours, the ſecretaries, were not 
the laſt in complimenting me upon my 
ching tneſs ; and they in- 
vited me 10 {up at their widow's, not 
ſo much in return for my treat, as with 
a view to engage me in their behalt for 
the tuture. was welcomed 
where ; even the haughty Don Rodri- 
changed his behaviour to me, and 
now called me nothing but Signior de 
Santillane ; though, Yefore that, he 
only favoured me with pox, always 
emitting the term Sigaicr. He loaded 
me with civilities, eſpecially when he 
thought var patron might obſerve him : 
but I aſſure you be had no fool to deal 
with; 1 anſwered all his kindoeſs with 
equal politenels ; and the more ſo, the 
more 1 hated him in my heart: an old 
courtier could not have excelled me in 


this particular. 


ADVENTURES OF GIL, BLAS 
oblige them both to 


I likewiſe; accompanied my tord 
duke to court, whither. be —— 
went three times a day. In the morn. 
ing, he entered his majeſty's bed-cham- 
ber as ſoon as he was awake; and, 
kneeling by the bed · ſide, diſcourſed of 
thoſe things that were to be done in 
the day; having alſo diftated to his 
maſter what was to be faid, he retired; 
and returned immediately after dinner, 
not to talk on ſtate affairs, but to con. 
verſe on entertaining ſubjects, and re- 
gale the king with all the merry ad- 
ventures which happened in Madrid, 
and of which he was always very early 
informed. Laſt of all, he viſited him, 
for the third time, in the evening, when 
he gave ſuch an atcount as he thought 
proper of what he had done through the 
day, and in a, carcleſs manner aſked 
his majeſty's orders for to-morrow. 
While he was with the king, Iremain- 
ed in the anti- chamber, where I aw 
ple of quality, devoted to the idol 
avour, court my converſation, and 
think themſelves happy if I entered into 
diſcourſe with them. How, after this, 
could I help thinkiog myſelf a man of 
conſequence !-- There are a great many 
at court who have the ſame opinion of 
themſelves, upon a much more. flender 
foun cation. 
One day, I had ſtill more ſood 

my vanity : the king, to whom the 
duke had ſpoke very advantageouſly of 
my ſtyle, was very curious to ſee a 
ſpecimen of it. Upon which his ex- 
cellency made me take up the. Catalo- 
nian regiſter, and, carrying me into the 
preſence, ordered me to read the firii 
itory which I had abridged, If I was 
at firſt diſturbed by the preſente of the 
prince, I was ſoon com by that 
of the miniſter ; and read my perform- 
ance, which his majeſty beard with 
pleaſure. He exprefled his fatisfac- 
tion, and even recommended me to the 
miniſter's protection. This did not at 
all — the pride of my heart ; and 
the converſation which 1 had, a few 
days after, with the Count de Lemos, 
quite filled my head with the ideas of 
ambition. I wevt to this nobleman 
from bis uncle; and, finding him at 
the prince's court, preſented to him » 
letter of credentials; in which tho 
duke told him, that he might open 
himſelf to me, as to one who was per- 
fectly well acquainted with their de- 
fign, and choſen by 2 


o * 
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mon meſſenger. The count having 
read this billet, conducted me into a 
room ; and, having locked the door, 


ſpoke in this manner: Since you en- 
- 
4 


joy the conſidence of the Duke of 

Lerms, I don't doubt that you de- 
« jerve it, and I ought to make no 
« difficulty in giving you mine alſo. 
« You muſt know, then, that matters 
go on ſwimmingly. The Prince of 
Spain diſtinguiſhes me from all the 
© noblemen who are perſonally attach- 
ed to him, and who ſtudy to pleaſe 
© kim. I had this morning a private 
« converſation with him, in which he 
« ſeemed chagrined at ſeeing bimſelf, 
through the king's avarice, unable 
© to follow the diftates of his gene- 
© rous heart, or even to ſpend hike a 
« prince. On this occaſion, I did not 
« fail to lament his fituation ; and, 
« profiting by the opportunity, pro- 
miſed to bring a thouſand piftoles to 
« him at his levee fo-morrow, as an 
« earneſt of greater ſums, which I have 
« undertaken to furniſh him with in a 
« very little time. He was charmed 
« with my promiſe ; and I am certain 
© of captivating his favour, if I keep 
« my word. Go, and tell theſe cir- 
« cumſtances to my uncle, and return 
in the evening to inform me of his 
© ſentiments of the matter,” 

I quitted the Count de Lemos imme- 
diately, and went back to the Duke of 
Lerma z who, on my , ſent to 
Calderona for a thouſand piſtoles, which 
he gave me to carry in the evening to 
the count. This I performed, ſaying 
to myſelf, © Cho! I now fee plain] 
« what the infallible method is whic 
© the miniſter takes to ſucceed in his 
« enterprize: upon my foul, he is in 
the right! and, to all appearance, 
* theſe prodigalities will not ruin his 
fortune: I can eaſily gueſs from 
* whoſe coffers theſe piſtoles are taken; 
© but, after all, it 1s but reaſonable 
©. that the father ſhould maintain the 
* fon.” The Count de Lemos, when 
we parted, faid ſoftly, * Farewel, dear 


© confident ! the Prince of Spain is a. 


little amorous; you and I muſt have 
© a conference on that ſubject one of 
*. theſe days. I foreſee that I ſhall have 
© ovecaſion for your dexterity very ſoon.” 
I came-home muſing on theſe words, 
which were not at nn and 
Which filled me with joy. The de- 


my nde; I am juſt on the eve 


of becoming Mercury to the heir of 
© the kingdom.” I did not examine 
into the goodnefs or badneſs of the 
office; the quality of the gallant laid 
my virtue aſleep. What glory was it 
for me to be made miniſter of pleaſure 
to a great prince! © Softly, Mr. Gil 
6 Blas“ dome fate with 7 the bu- 
* lineſs was only to make you deputy- 
* miniſter.” T own it: but at m 
the honour of both theſe poſts is equal; 
the difference lies in the profits only. 
While I executed thefe noble com- 
miſſions, advancing every day farther 
and farther in the good graces of the 
E with ſuch enchanting 
opes, how happy ſhould I have been, 
if ambition had ſecured me from the 
cravings of hunger! More than two 
months had elapſed fince I had quĩtted 
my magnificent apartment, and fired a 
ſmall chamber very frugally furniſhed. 
Although this gave me ſome pain, yet, 
as I came out early in the morning, 
and did not go home to bed before 
night, I bore my — 1 
e whole day I a n my 
theatre, that 2. in Ahe duke houſe, 
and played the part of a man of con- 
ſequence ; but, when I crept up into 
my garret, my importance vaniſhed, 
and nothing remained but poor Gil 


Blas without money, and, which is 


worſe, without any thing that could 
fetch it. Though had not been too 
ud to diſcover my neceſſity to any 
Pod , I did not know one perſon that 
could aſſiſt me, except Navarro, whom 
I had negle&ed fo much, fince I turn- 
ed courtier, that T had not affurance 
— to make application to 70 
friendſhip. 1 had been obliged to fe 4 
all my cloaths piece-meal, i tho 
for which I had abſolute occalion, I 
went no more to the eating-houſe, be- 
canſe I had not wherewithal to pay my 
ordinary, How did I make ſhift then 
to ſubſiſt? Every mornitg, a little 
bread and wine was brought into. our 
offices for breakfaſt ; this was all that 
the miniſter allowed; this was all 


that I eat through the day; and I ge- 


nerally went A. eee wy bed. 
Such was the ſituation of a man who 


ſhone at court, and who was more pro- 
perly an object of compaſſion than en- 


vy. Nevertheless, I could no toriger 


ſuſtain the weight of my miſery; and 
at length determined to difelofelt, with 


addrels, to the Duke of Leima, as 
LI ſoon 


260 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 


ſoon as an opportunity ſhould offer. other author of that kind.“ The mi. 
Happily for me, I found an gccafion niſter deſired to hear it, and I recount. 
at the Eſcurial *, whither the kingand ed it in theſe words : 
the prince repaired, ſome days after I * Heretofore.a good monarch reign. 
had come to this reſolution. © ed in Perſia, whoſe genius being not 
| quite extenſive enough to govern his 
l * -kingdom of himſelf, he leit that care 
os WS, © a ef to his Grand Viſir Atalmuc; a may 
ee e ot ſuperior capacity, who ſupported 
THE MANNER IN, WHICH GIL BLAS * the weight of that vaſt monarch 
INFORMS THE DUKE OF LERMA without ſtooping, and maintained it 
OF HIS. NECESSITY, AND, THAT in profound peace. He had even the 
MINISTER'S BEHAVIOUR ON THE at of making the royal authority 
QCCASIONS RE. x 1 8. as well as feared; and the 
| 2 | ſubjects enjoyed an affectionate fa. 
HILE che king was at the ther in a vilix who was faithful to 
Eſcurial, he detrayed the ex- his prince. Atalmue had, among his 
pence of every body z ſo that there I + ſecretaries, a young Cachemirian 
did not feel where the ſhoe pinched: I * called Zeangir, whom he loved more 
lay in a wardrobe, juſt by the bed- than all the others. He took plea- 
chamber of the duke; who one morn- * ſure in his converſation, carried him 
ing, riſing as uſual at break of day, in his company to the chace, and 
made me take ſome papers and a ſtan- even diſcloſed to him his moſt ſecret 
diſh, and follow him into the palace thoughts. One day, while they hunt- 
rden. We went and fate down un- ed together in a wood, the viſir ſee- 
Jer a tuft of trees, where I put my- ing two ravens croaking on a tree, 
ſelf, by his order, in the poſture of a * ſaid to his fecretary, “ I wich I 
man writing on. the crown of his hat; © knew what theſe birds pre talking 
while he held im his hand a paper, which „ of in their language.” —* Signior, 
he pretended to read: fo that, at adiſ- * anſwered the Cachemirian, ** your 
tance, we Jeemed buſy in very ſerious *©* wiſh may be accompliſhed.” —— 
affairs, though all che while we talked “ How can that be?” replied Atal- 
of nothing but trifles. © muc. „ A cabaliftical derviſe,” ſaid 
For thig ſpace of an hour, I had di- Zeangir, taught me the langua 
verted his excellency with all the fal- of birds. If you pleaſe, I will liſt- 
lies that my good humour could afford, en to theſe, and repeat ty you ver- 
when two des perching on the , batim every thing that T Gall hear.“ 
trees * M. 2 we ſat, 7 * to The vizir conſented; and the Ca- 
charter in ſuch anoiſy manner, as at- * chemirian approaching the ravens, 
trated our attention, © Theſe birds, * ſeemed to lend an attentive. ear to 
faid the duke, * ſeem to ſcold one an- their diſcourſe: after which, return - 
other: I ſhould de very glad to ing to his maſter, © Signior,” ſaid 
© know the eliuſe of their quarrel.'— he, would you believe it? we are 
My lord,” ſaid I, © your-curiofity „ the ſubje& of their converſation.” 
6 puts me 1n mind of an Indian fable, — ** Impoſlible !” cried the Perſian 
« which 1 Rave read in Pilpay, or ſome miniſter, what can they ſay of 


| a * e445 Ma; | 
„ Efeurial, « royal palace of the King of Spain in New. Caitile, about twenty-two 
iles from Madrid. it was begun in 1557, by Philip II. fon of the Emperor Charles V. 
alter the victory which his army obtained over the French at St. Quintin, and 
wniſhed in twetity-two years, at an immenſe expence.. It Rands in a dry barren country, 
almoſt Grounded" with mountains, but wants nothing to tender it a compleat town, 
having fifteen thouſand” windows, twenty-two courts, and ſeventeen cloyſters or 
piazzas, beſides à church, college, monaſtery, dwelling-houſes, ſhops, artificers, &t. 
It has forty chapels ; the High altar in one of which, from the ground to the roof, 
conſiſts of the moſt beautiful jaſper. This chapel is ſaid to have coft upwards of fire 
millions. The pantheon, where the royal family of /Spain are interred, is in the 
above-mentioned chapel, and is a very curious and rich ſtructure ; it was begun by 
Charles V. carried on by Kings Philip II. and III. and compleated by Philip IV. From 
the Eſcurial is an elegant proſpect of Madrid. y . yo 
. « s us '. 
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us?“ One of them, replied the 
« ſecretary, ſaid, © Behold the Grand 
« Vizir Atalmuc in perſon, that tute- 
« lary eagle, who covers Perſia like 
% neſt with his wings, and inceſ- 
« ſantly watches for it's preſervation, 
« As a relaxation from his painful 
« toils, he hunts in this wood with 
« his faithful Zeangir. How happy 
« js that ſecretary in ſerving a maſter 
« who has ſo much affection for him!” 
* Softly,” ſaid the other raven, 


« foftly ! don't too much extol the 


« happineſs of that Cachemirian: A- 
« talmuc, it is true, converſes fami- 
« liarly with him, honours him with 
« his confidence, and, I don't doubt, 
« intends to give him a conſiderable 
« poſt ; but, before that happens, Ze- 
« angir will die of hunger. That poor 
« devillodges in a ſmall paultry room, 
« where he is in want of the common 
« neceſſaries of life. In a word, he 
« lives in a miſerable manner, though 
« nobody at court perceives it, The 
« grand viſir never thinks of enquir- 
« ing into his circumſtances ; but, con- 


« tent with — favourable. 
þ 


« ſentiments in his behalf, leaves him, 
« in the mean time, a prey to po- 
« verty.” 

Here I left off ſpeaking, in order to 
obſerve the duke; who aſked with a 
ſmile, what impreſſion the apologue 
made on the mind of Atalmuc, and if 
the grand vigr was not offended at the 
preſumption of his fecretary.  * No, 
* my lord,“ ſaid I, in great confuſion 
at his queſtion ; * the fable ſays, that, 
© on the contrary, he loaded him with 
© favours.*—* That was lucky, re- 
plied the duke, with a ſerious air; 
* ſome miniſters would not like to be 
© ſo ſchooled. But, added he, break - 
mg off the diſcourſe, and getting up, 
I believe the king will ſoon be awake, 
and my duty obliges me to be near 
him.“ So ſaying, he walked haſtily 
towards the palace, without ſpeaking 
another werd, and very ill pleaſed, as 
I imagined, with the Indian fable. 

I followed him to the very door of 
his majeſty's bed chamber; after which, 
I went and put the papers into the place 
from whence I had taken them, and 
then entered the cloſet where our two 
copying ſecretaries were at work ; for 
they were alſo along with the court. 
* What is the matter with you, Sig- 
* aior de Santijlane?* ſaid they, when 


ſaw me; © you ſeem very much 


* diſturbed ! Has any diſagreeable ac- 


« cident happened to you | 

I was too much affected with the b 
ſucceſs of my apologue to conceal my 
grief I recounted to them what I had 
aid to the duke; and they expreſſed 
their ſympathy in the ſharp afhiQion 
with which I was ſeized. * You have 
great reaſon to be grieved, ſaid one 
of them; © I wiſh you may be better 
* treated than the ſecretary of Cardi- 
© nal Spinola; who, tired with hav. 
ing received nothing during fifteen 
months, in which he was employed 
© by his eminence, took the liberty, 
* one day, of repreſenting his neceſ- 
© fity, and craving ſome money for 
© his ſubſiſtence; © It is but juſt,” 
* ſaid the miniſter, “ that you ſhould 
% be paid, Here,” added he, giving 


* him an order for a thouſand ducatsz 


„ go and receive that ſum from the 
„ rcyal treaſury ; but remember, at 
© the ſame time, that I have no far- 
ther occaſion for your ſervice. The 
« ſecretary would have conſoled him- 
« ſelf for his di ſmiſſion, ad he touch- 
© ed his thouſand ducats, and been 
© allowed to ſeek for buſineſs elſe- 
© where ; but, juſt as he went out of 


© the cardinal's houſe, he was arreſted 


© by an algnazil, and conducted to the 
tower of Segovia, where he has been 


« priſoner a long time. 


This touch o — — TY | 


fear ; I believed myſelf undone; 


becoming inconſolable, began to re- 


proach my own impatience, as if I had 
not ſuffered enough. * Alas ' ſaid I, 
* why did I riſque that unlucky fable 
* which has diſpleaſed the miniſter ? 
« perhaps he was juſt on the point of 
« extricating me out of my miſerable 
« ſituation; nay, perhaps I was on the 
© eve of making one of thoſe ſudden 
« fortunes which aſtoniſn mankind, 
© What riches ! what honours have I 
© loſt by my own folly! I ought to 

have conſidered that great men don't 

chuſe to be anticipated, but defire 


that the leaſt gratifications they are 


4 

c 

4 

© obliged to give ſhould be received as 
«© their own tree grace and favour. It 
« would have been better for me to 
© continue my ſlender regimen, with- 
„out complaining to the duke, and 
© even to let myſelf die of hunger, by 
© which means the blame would have 
laid on his fide.” 
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If I had even preſerved ſome ſparks 
of hopes, my maſter, whom I ſaw in 


the afternoon, would have baniſhed , 


them entirely; he was very ſerious with 


* 


me, contrary to cuſtom, and ſcarce 
though the dread of perpetual impri- 


ſpoke at all; a circumſtance that threw 
me into mortal dilquiet for the reſt of 
the day: neither did I paſs the night 
in more tranquillity ; my. ſorrow for 
ſeeing all my agreeable illuſions va- 


niſh, and the dread of increaſing the 
number of ftate-priſoners, made me 
groan, and lament my, condition till , 


morning. 
The next day was the criſis of my 


fate, The duke ordered me to be called 
in the morning, and Tentered his cham- 
ber,trembling like a criminal who is ga- 
Santillane, 


ing to receive ſentence. 
fazd he, ſhewing a paper which he held 
in hw hand, t 
at the word order, ſaying to myſelf, 
O Heaven! behold Cardinal Spinola 
« the carriage is ready for Segovia !* 
The terror which ſeized me was ſuch, 


that I . interrupted the miniſter, and 


throwing myſelf at his feet, My 
lord, ſaid I, all in tears, I moſt 
s humbly beg that your excellency. 
vill paxdon my preſumption; it was 
«. neceſſity alone that compelled me to 
« diſc}ole my ſituation!ꝰ 
The duke, who could not help laugh-. 
ng at my diſorder, anſwered, * Be 
comforted, Gil Blas, and liſten to 
what I am-going to lay : although the 
diſcoycring thy neceſſities was a re- 
proach. to me for not having pre- 
vented them, I am not at all diſo- 
bliged, my friend; I am rather angry 
with mylelf for having omitted to 
aſk how thou liveft. But, to begin 
with making amends for this inat- 
tention, I grve thee. this order for 
f fteen hundred ducats, which will be 
paid, upon fight, out of the royal 
treaſury, This is not all: I pro- 
- miſe. thee the ſame ſum annually ; 
and beſides, when le of wealth 
and generoſity ſolicit thy intereſt, I 
do not forbid thee to ſpeak in their 
r 
In the extaſy occaſioned, by theſe 
words, I kiſſed the feet of the minitter, 
who. having commanded me to riſe, 
continued to diſcourſe with me in a 
familiar manner. I attempted. to re- 
cal my good- humour, but I could not 
make ſuch a ſudden tranſition from 
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grief to joy. I was as much con- 


e this order.” I quaked 


OF GIL BAS. 


founded as 2 wretch who is informed 


of his pardon, in the very minute 
when, he exp his execution. My 
maſter aſcribed all this agitation to the 
fear of haying incurred his diſpleaſure, 


ſonment had no leſs a ſhare in my diſ- 
compoſure. He confeſſed, that he had 
affected coolneſs. towards me, to. ſee 
whether or not I ſhould be afflicted at 
thechange; that from this he was con- 
vinced of my fincere attachment to his 
perſon, for which he loved me the 
more. 


CHAP. VII. 


THE GOOD USE TO WHICH HE PUT 
HIS FIFTEEN HUNDRED DUCATS; 
THE FIRST AFFAIR IN WHICH 
HE INTERMEDDLED, AND THE 
PROFIT FROM THENCE ACCRU- 
ING, 


HE king, as if he had intended- 

to gratity my impatience, return- 
ed the very next day to Madrid ; upon 
which I flew inſtantly to the royal 
treaſury, where I immediately touch- 
ed the ſum contained in my order. I 
now liſtened to nothing but my vanity 
and ambition: I abandoned my miſe- 
rable room to thoſe ſecretaries who are 
ſtill ignorant of the language of birds, 
and once more hired my fine apart- 
ment, which was luckily untenanted. 
I ſent for a famous taylor, who work - 
ed for almoſt all the beaux; he took 
my meaſure, and carried me to a ſhop 
where he took off five ells of cloth, 
which, he ſaid, was barely ſufficient 
to make a ſuit for me, Five ells for a 
ſuit-in the Spaniſh taſte ! juſt Heaven! 
but let us ſpare our cenſure ; taylors of 
reputalion always uſe more than others. 
I then hpught ſome linen, which I 
wanted very much, ſilk ſtockings, and a 
beaver laced with pownt d Eſpagne. This 
being done, I thought it would not 
look well for me to be without a lac- 
quey, and defired Vincent Forero, my 
landlord, to accommodate me with one 
of his own recommendation. Moſt of 
the ſtrangers who lodged with him 
uſed, on their arrival at Madrid, to 
take Spaniſh valets into their ſervice, 
by which means his houſe was the ren- 
dezvous of all the lacqueys out of, 


place, The firſt that preſented oY 
elf 
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ſelf was a young fellow of ſuch a ſoft, 
devout appearance, that I would have 
nothing to do with him ; he looked too 
much like Ambroſe de Lamela. * I 
« don't want, ſaid I to Forero, a va- 


« let of ſuch a way gy: deportment; 


J have been already bit by ſuch a- 
* nother.” Scarce had I diſmiſſed this 
lacquey, when another came in of a 
very ſprightly appearance, as impudent 
as à court page, with 224 
in his looks. Pleaſed with his out- 
ſide, I put ſome queſtions to him, which 
he anſwered with ſpirit. I obſerved 
that he was of an intriguing diſpoſi - 
tion, and looking upon fie as 2 ſub- 
jet pat for my purpoſe, engaged him 
immediately, I had no caule to re- 

nt of my choice; nay, I perceived, 
in a very little time, that I had made 
an.admirable acquiſition. As the duke 
had permitted me to ſpeak to him in fa-. 
vour of people whom I wanted to ſerve, 

and I-was reſolved not to neglect this 
permiſhon) I had occaſion for a jackall 
to diſcover the game ; that is, an induſ- 
trious pleaſant fellow, proper to find 
out and allure thoſe who had favours 
to aſk of the prime-miniſter. This 
office was quite the maſter-piece of 


Scipio, (ſuch was my lacquey's name) 


who had been in the ſervice of Donna 
Anna de Guevara, nurſe to the Prince 
of Spain, where he had exerciſed that 
talent to ſome purpoſe. 

As ſoon as he underſtood my credit, 
and that I ſhould be glad to uſe it to 
the beſt advantage, he went to work, 
and that very day faid to me, Signior, 
© I have made a pretty good diſcovery ; 
a ayounggentleman of Grenada, called 
* Don Roger de Rada, is come to Ma- 
© drid on an affair of honour, which 
*- obliges him to ſolicit the Duke of 
© Lerma's protection, and he is will- 
ing to pay well for the favour he 
* ſhall obtain; I have already ſpoke 
* with him, and found him deſirous of 
applying to Don Rodrigo de Calde- 
* rona, whoſe, power he had heard 
e preatly extolled; but I have changed 
* his intention, by aſſuring him that 
* Calderona ſells his good offices at an 
extravagant rate; whereas you con- 
* tent yourſelf with a moderate grati- 
* fication for yours, and that you 
* would even employ them gratis, were 
* you in a ſituation that permitted you 
to follow your generous and diſin- 


* tereſted inclination z in ſhort, I ſpoke 


* to himin ſuch a manner, as that yow 
* will lee the gentleman at your levee 
* to-morrow morning.. How!” ſaĩd 
I, Mr. Scipio, you have already done 
a great deal of work. I perceive that 
© you are no novice in matters of in- 
* trigue; and am ſurprized that you 
© have not made your fortune. 
© That ought not to ſurprize you, he 
replied; * I love to make money cir- 
* culate, and never hoard up what L 
« get.” ; 

Don Roger de Rada actually came to 
my lodgings, and I received him with 
politeneſs mixed with pride, * Signior 
© Cavalier,” ſaid I, © before I enga 
to (ſerve you, I mult know the affair 
of honour that brings you to court; 
for it may be of ſuch a nature, that 
I dare not ſpeak to the prime-mini- 
© {ter in your behalf; make, therefore, 
if you pleaſe, a faithful report of it, 
and be aſſured that I will enter 
* warmly into your intereſts, provided- 
© a man of honour may eſpoute them. 
— With all my heart,” replied the 
young Grenadine; I will fincerely 
* recount my ſtory.” At the ſame 
time he related it as follows. 


\ C HAP. VIII. ' 


THE HISTORY Or DON ROGER DE 
RADA. 


0 ON Anaſtaſio de Rada, a Gre-- 
nadine gentleman, lived hap- 
Y pily in the town of Antequera, with 
Donna Eſtephania his wife, who, to- 
© gether with unblemiſhed virtue, poſ- 
ſeſſed a gentle diſpoſition and a great 
© ſhare of beauty. If ſhe had a tender 
affection for her huſband, he was alſo 
diſtractedly fond of ber, and being na- 
turally addicted to jealouſy, (though 
he had not the leaſt cauſe to ſuſpect 
her fidelity) was not without diſquiet. 
He was afraid that ſome ſecret enemy 
of his repoſe made attempts upon 
his honour; he diſtruſted all his 
friends, except Don Huberto de Hor-- 
dales, who had free acceſs to his 
houſe, in quality of Eſtephania's 
couſin, and who, indeed, was the 
only man he ought to have ſuſpect- 
ed. 
Don Huberto actually fell in love 
with his kinſwoman, and had pre- 
s ſumption enough to declare his * 
| on, 
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© fon, without regard to ties of blood, 
© or the particular friendſhip ſubſiſting 
© hetween him and Anaſtaſio. The 
© lady being a woman of diſcretion, 
« inſtead of making a diſcovery Which 
might have been attended with me- 
© Jancholy conlequences, reprimanded 
© her relation with gentleneſs, repre- 
© ſented to him how much he was to 
© blame, in attempting to ſeduce her, 
and diſhonour her huſband; and told 
© him very ſeriouſly, that he muſt not 
© flatter himſelf with the hope of ſuc- 
« ceſs, 

© This moderation ſerved only to 
* inflame the cavalier the more ; and 
© ;magining that he muſt puſh things 
© to extremity with a woman of her 
character, he began to behave very 
« diſreſpeffully to her, and one day 
© had the audacity to preſs her to ſatii- 
«© fy his deſire. She repulſed him with 
© an air of ſeverity, and threatened to 
make Don Analtaho punith his raſh- 
© neſs. The gallant, terrified at this 
© menace, promiſed to ſpeak no more 
© of his 2 and, on the faith of 
© that promiſe, Eſtephania pardoned 
„hat was paſt, 

Don Huberto, who was naturally 
na very wicked man, could not behold 
© his love ſo ill repaid, without con- 
© ceiving a baſe deſire of being re- 
© venged. He knew the zealous tem- 
per of Anaſtaſio to be ſuſceptible 
« of any impreſſion which he had a 
mind to give: and he needed no 
© more than this intelligence to form 
© the blackeſt deſign that ever entered 
into the heart of a villain. One 
evening, while he and this weak 
© huſband were talking together by 
© themſelves, he ſaid to him, with a 
© melancholy air, My dear friend, 
I can no longer live without reveal - 
„ing to you a ſecret, which I would 
« have kept for ever from your know- 
« ledge, were not your honour dearer 
% to you than your repoſe; but your 
« delicacy and mine in point of inju- 
& ries permits me not to conceal what 
« paſſcs at your houſe; prepare to hear 
« piece of news, which will give 
&« you as much ſorrow as ſurprise ; for 
I muſt touch you in the tendereſt 
part. 

* I underſtand you,” ſaid Don A- 
© naſtaſio, already ditcompoled; your 


© couſin is unfaithful.” —<© I no long- 


# ex on her far my coulin,” replied 
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* Hordales, with an air of indigna. 
© tion: © I renounce her; for ſhe is 
„% unworthy of ſuch a huſband.” 
It is too much to make me languiſh 
« in this manner,” cried Don Ana- 
* ſtaſio: © ſpeak: what has Eſtepha- 
* nia done?” —““ She has betrayed 
% you,” anſwered Huberto : “ you 
„ have a rival, whom ſhe entertains in 
% private; but I know not his name: 
for the adulterer, by the favour of a 
« dark night, concealed his perſon 
« from thoſe who obſerved his re- 
« treat. All I know 1s, that you are 
« deceived; that I am certain of. The 
concern which I ought to have in 
„this affair but too well verifies my 
«© report. Since I declare myſelf a- 
« gainſt Eftephania, I muſt be well 
convinced of her infidelity. 

« It is in vain,“ added he, ob- 
© ſerving that his diſcourſe had the 
© defired effeR, © ir is in vain for me 
to tell you more. I perceive that 
% you don't deſerve the ingratitude 
„ with which your love is repaid ; and 
te that you meditate juſt vengeance on 
«* the guilty. I will not oppoſe your 
«« deſign. Never examine who the 
« victim is that you intend to firike; 
tc but ſhew to the whole city, that there 
« is nothing which you cannot ſacri- 
« fice to your honour.” 
© The traitor thus animated a too 
credulous huſband againft an inno- 
cent wife, and painted, in ſuch live- 
ly colours, the infamy with which he 
would be covered, if he ſhould leave 
the injury unpuniſhed, that he grew 
mad with revenge. Don Anaſtaſio 
having loſt his judgment, ſeeme 
actuated by the furies, and went 
home with a reſolution to ſtab his 
unhappy wife, who was juſt going 
to bed when he came in. He con- 
ſtrained himſelf at firſt, and waited 
until the ſervants were withdrawn ; 
then, unreftrited by the fear of Hea- 
ven's wrath, by the e e he * 

ing to reflect upon his family, an 
— Ao the — pity which he 
ought to have felt for an infant 
which his wife had already carried fix 
months in her womb, he approached 
the victim, ſaying, in a furious tone, 
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" © Thou muſt die, wretch ! thou haſt 


but a moment to live, and that my 
« generoſity allows thee, to ſpend in 
« a prayer to Heaven, to pardon the 
« ogtrage thou haſt committed againſt 

« mez 
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« me; for I would not have thee loſe 
« thy ſoul, as thou haſt loſt thy ho- 
« nour. So ſaying, he unſheathed 
«© his poniard. is action and diſ- 
« courle terrified Eſtephania, who fall- 
ing at his feet, and claſping her 
« hands, ſaid to him, in the utmoſt 
$ a(toniſhment, 4 What is the matter, 
„ Sjgnior! what cauſe of diſcontenc 
« have I been fo unhappy as to give 
« you? why would you take away 
« the life of your ſpouſe? If you ſu- 
« ſpect her of infidelity, indeed you 
« are miſtaken !”? 

% No, no!” the jealous huſband haſti - 
« ly replied; © I am but too well af- 
« ſured of your falſhood: thoſe who 
« informed me are credible perlons. 
« Don Huberto— Ah, Signior!"" 
« ſaid ſhe, interrupting him with preci- 
© pitation, ** you have reaſon to diitruſt 
Don Huberto. He is leſs your 
t friend than you imagine; if he bas 
« ſaid any thing to the prejudice of 
« my virtue, do not believe him. — 
« Peace, infamous woman! anſwered 
Don Anaſtaſio; „“ by endeavouring 
« to prejudice me againſt Hordales, 
« you juſtify, inſtead of diſſipating, 
« my ſuſpicions. You endeavour to 
render that relation ſuſpected, be- 
« cauſe he is informed of your mil- 
« conduct: you want to invalidate 
« his teſtimony ;z but that artifice is in 
« yain, and redoubles my defire of pu- 
« niſhing your guilt.” —** My dear 
% huſband!” reſumed the innocent 
* Eftephania, weeping bitterly, . diſ- 
„ trult your own blind rage: if you 
follow it's emotions, you will com- 
mit an action which it will not be 
in your power to atone, when once 
9 * are convinced of your injuſtice. 
In the name of God, quiet your 
„ tranſports! at leaſt, give yourſelf 
time to clear up your ſuſpicions, 
and do juſtice to a wife, who has no 
«* crime to reproach herſelf with. 

© Any other than Anaſtaho would 
© have CE moved with theſe words, 
and ſtill more with the affliction of 
* her who pronounced them ; but he, 
* cruel man}! far from being melted at 
© her diſtreſs, once more bade the lad 
* recommend herſelf quickly to God, 
* and even lifted up his arm to ſtrike. 
Hold, barbarian!” cried the, “ if 
* thy love for me is entirely extin- 
** gviſhed ; if the marks of tendernels, 
** which I have laviſhed upon thee, 


- 
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«« are effaced from thy remembrance ; 
« if my tears cannot divert thee from 
« thy execrable deſign ;- at leaſt, have 
*« ſome regard to thy own blood. Arm 
not thy frantick hand againſt an in- 
„ nocent who has not yet ſeen the 
light: thou canſt not be it's execu- 
% tioner without offending Heaven and 
earth. As for my part, I forgive 
„ thee my death; but be aſſured, the 
«© blood of the babe will cry for ven- 
«« geance upon ſuch a horrible deed ! 
* Howſoever determined Don Ana- 
ſtaſio was to pay no attention to what 
Eſtephania might ſay, he could nor 
help being moved by theſe dreadful 
images which her laſt words preſent- 
ed to his thought. Wherefore, as 
if he had been afraid that his eme- 
tion would betray his reſentment, he 
haftened to take advantage of the 
fury that remained in his heart, and 
plunged his poniard into the right 
hide of his wife, quitted his houſe 
immediately, and fled from Ante- 
quera. | 
« Meanwhile, the unfortunate wy 
was ſo ſtunned with the blow whic 
ſhe had received, that ſhe lay ſome 
minutes on the floor, without any 
ſigns of life; afterwards, recovering 
her ſpirits, ſhe uttered ſuch plaints 
and lamentations as brought an old 
maid- ſervant into the room. As ſoon 
as this good woman ſaw her miſtreſs 
in ſuch a pitevus condition, the 
awaked the reſt of the domeſticks, 
and even the neighbours, with her 
cries. The chamber was ſoon filled 
with people ; ſurgeons were called; 
they examined the wound, and had 
good hopes of her recovery. They 
were not miſtaken in their conjec- 
tures; for, in a little time, they 
cured Eltephania, who was happily 
delivered, three months after this 
cruel adventure, of a fon, (Sigmor 
Gil Blas) whom you now lee. 
am the fruit of that melancholy preg- 
nancy. A 
Although ſcandal ſeldom ſpares a 
woman's virtue, it reſpected that of 
my mother; and thus bloody ſcene 
was looked upon in town as the 
© groundleſs tranſport of a Jealous huſ- 
6 band. My father, it is true, was 
© Known to be a violent man, ve 
© apt to take umbrage without cauſe, 
© Hordales concluded, that his kinf- 
* woman ſuſpected him of having dif- 
turbed 


R „ „ „ „„ „ „ „ „ „ „„ * „ 


266 
turbed the mind of Don Anaſtaſio 
with falle ſtories ; and ſatisfied with 
being, at leaft, half revenged, left 
off vifiting her. Not to tire you, 
Sir, I will not enlarge upon the par- 
ticulars of my education; but only 
oblerve, that my mother's principal 
care was to have me taught to fence; 
and I accordingly learned that exer- 
cile, a long time, in the moſt cele- 
brated ſchools of Grenada and Se- 
ville. She waited, with impatience, 
until I was old enough to meaſure 
my ſword with that ot Don Huberto, 
before ſhe informed me of the cauſe 
ſhe had to complain of him: then, I 
being in my eighteenth year, ſhe im- 

rted to me the whole ſtory; not 
without ſhedding tears in abundance, 
and appearing affected with the moſt 
violent forrow. What impreſſion 
muſt a mother, in that condition, 
make on a ſon, who neither wanted 
courage nor ſentiment! I went in- 
ſtantly and challenged Hordales to 

a private place, where, after a pretty 
obſtinate combat, I run him through 
the body in three places, and left him 
breathleſs on the- ſpot. 

Don Huberto, finding himſelf mor- 
tally wounded, fixed his laſt looks 
upon me, and ſaid, he received the 
death I had given him as a juſt pu- 
niſhment for the crime he had com- 
mitted againſt the honour of my mo- 
ther. He confeſſed, that he had re- 
ſolved upon her deſtruction, to be 
revenged of her ſcorn; and expired, 
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© Jaden, which ſhe had taken off Car. 
thagena 1. We vigorouſly attacked 
© the African, and made ourſelves ma- 
© ſters of both ſhips, in which we found 
© fourfcore Chriftians, whom they 
* were carrying as flaves to Barbary, 
© Then, taking advantage of a favour. 
© able wind that ſprung for the 
* coaſt of Grenada, we arrived, in a 
© little time, at Punta de Helena, 

© While we aſked the ſlaves, whom 
we had delivered, the places of their 
nativity, I put that queſtion to a 
man of good mien, who ſeemed to 
be about fifty years of age. He an- 
ſwered, with a figh, that he was 
from Antequera. I felt a ftrong 
emotion at his reply, without know. 
ing wherefore; and he perceiving it, 
was remarkably diſturbed in his 
turn. © I am,” faid I, “ your 
% townſman: may I aſk the name of 
* your family ?”"—** Alas!” he re- 
© plied, © you renew my grief, by de- 
firing me to gratify' your curioſity, 
«« Eighteen years ago I quitted Ante. 
% quera, where I cannot be remem- 
* bered without horror: you yourſelf 
% may, perhaps, have heard of me but 
% too often: my name is Don Ana- 
* ſtaſio de Rada.” —“ Juſt Heaven!“ 
* cried I, “ can I believe my ſenſes? 
«© What! is this Don Anaſtaſio, my 
% own father, whom I ſee!” — ““ What 
is that you fay, young man?“ cried 
© he in his turn, looking at me with 
* ſurprizez is it poſſible that you 
* are the unhappy infant which was 
« in it's mother's womb when I fa- 


aſking pardon of Heaven, Don Ana- 
tao, Eftephania, and me. I did 
not think proper to return, in order to 
* inform my mother of what had hap- © 
« pened; I left that to Fame; and „ to the world, three months after that 
pafling the mountains, repaired to ““ fatal night on which you left her 


6 Malaga, where I embarked with the © weltering in her blood.“ 
to Pon Anaſtaſio, before I had finiſh- 
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©& crificed her to my fury? —“ Yes, 
% my father, faid I, 40 fam he whom 
the virtuous Eſtephania brought in- 


© captain of a privateer, juſt ready 


fail on a cruize, He thought I did 
© not look like one who wanted cou- 
© rage, and gladly conſented that I 
© ſhould join his volunteers. 

We ſoon found an © portunity of 


ed theſo words, fell upon my neck, 
« clafped me in his arms, and, for a 
© whole quarter of an hour, we did 
nothing but mingle our fighs and 
tears. After having yielded to thoſe 


tender emotions that fuch a meeting 
could not fail to raiſe, my father 
« lifred up his eyes, and thanked Hea- 
© ven for having preſerved the life of 


„ ſignalizing ourſelves. Near the iſland 
«* of Albouran “, we met a corſair of 
Mellila, on her return to the coaſt of 


© Africa, with a Spaniſh ſhip richly 


* * Alboaran, 2 ſmall iſland in the Mediterranean, on the coaſt of the kingdom af 
Fezs Mellila is a little city in the ſame part of Barbary. 1 
+ Carthagena, or New Carthage, an ancient city in the Kingdom of Murcia, ſtu- 
ated on the coaſt of the Medite raueaa Sca. 7 897 n 
£40; « Eſtephanias 
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t Fitepbania. But a moment after, © had ſubjested to her willy ſo ſacred! 


5+,2s if he had been afraid of giving 
« thanks. unſeaſonably, he aſked in 
hat manner the innocence of his 
proved ? “ Signior, 
ſaid I, nobody but you exer doubt- 


«wife had been 


« ed it; — — $ irre · 
« proachable. I will diſabu : 
« you muſt know that you — 
« upon by Don Huberto. I 
« — — whole of — re- 
© lation's y, the vengeance I had 
© taken, — the — bande at 
© his death. My father was not ſo 
much pleaſed with the recovery of 
« his freedom, as with the news I told. 
© In the exceſs of his joy he began to 
embrace me again with tenderneſs 
and tranſport ; and could not help 
« expreſſing his ſatisfation with re- 
c to my conduct, ** Come, my 
« fon,” ſaid be, „let us haſten to 
« Antequera. I burn with impatience 
« to throw myſelf at the feet of a wife 
« whom I have ſo unworthily treated. 
« Since you have made me acquainted 
« with my own injuſtice, my is 
« torn with remorte!” 

© I was too eager to bring together 
© perſons who were ſo dear to me, to 
retard the happy moment: I quitted 
© the privateer; and, with my ſhare of 
© the prize we had taken, bought two 
* mules at Adra, my father being un- 
« willing to expoſe himſelf again to 
© the dangers of the ſea. He had lei- 
© ſure enough on the road to relate his 
© adventures, .which I heard with as 


8 y attention as that which the 
Prince of Ithaca paid to thoſe of the 
king his father. In ſhort, after hav- 


© ing travelled ſeveral days, we gained 
* the foot of a mountain, in the neigh- 
* dourhood of Antequera, where we 
* halted; and, reſolving to go home 
« privately, did not enter the town till 
midnight. 

1 leave you to gueſs the ſurprize 
© of my mother at the return of a 
© huſband whom ſhe thought for ever 
© loſt ; and the miraculous manner (if 
*I _ be allowed the expreſſion) in 
* which he was reſtored, became an- 
* other cauſe for her aſtoniſhment. He 
* aſked pardon for his barbarity, with 
* ſuch genuine marks of repentance, 
© that ſhe could not help being affect- 
Ted with them; and, inſtead of re- 
* garding him as an aſſaſſin, looked 


* upon him as a man whom Heaven 


© is the name of huſband to a virtuous / 
©. woman |. | — * 
* Eftephania had been ſo anxious on 
* my account, that ſhe was overjoyed 
© at my return. But her pleaſure was. 
© not without allay: the ſiſter of Hor - 
* dales had begun a criminal proceſs 
© againſt the murderer of her brother, 
© and cauſed me to be ſearched for 
every where in ſuch a manner, that 
© my mother, knowing how inſerure 
© I was at home, ſuffered" great un- 
eaſineſs, which obliged me to ſet out 
© that very night for court 3 where I 
© come, Signior, to ſolicit my par- 
don, which 1 hope to obtain, ſince 
* you deſign to ſpeak to the prime - 
© miniſter in my behalf, and to ſup- 
port me with your whole credit." 
The valiant ſon of Don Anaftaſio 
here finiſhed his narration; upon which 
I ſaid 2 with an air of impor- 
tance: Enough, Signior Don Roger; 
the caſe — pardonable : I 2 
take to communicate your affair to 
© his excellency, and I will venture 
© to promiſe you his protection. The 
Grenadine, upon this aſſurance, launch- 
ed out into a world of thanks, which 
would have entered at one ear and 
ne out at the other, had he not aſ- 
ured me, that whatever ſervice I ſhould 
do him, would be cloſe followed by his 
acknowledgment. As ſoon as he touch« 
ed on that ſtring, I put myſelf in mo- 
tion, and that day recounted his 
ſtory to the duke; who, having _ 
mitted me to introduce the cavalier; 
ſaid to him, Don Roger, I am in- 
formed of the affair that brought 
« you to court: Santillane has told 
© me every circumſtance ; make yours 
© ſelf eaſy; you have done nothing 
that is not excuſable; and it is par» 
© ticularly to thoſe gentlemen who re- 
© venge their injured honour that his 
* majeſty loves to ſhew favour. For 
© the ſake of form, you muſt go to 
« priſon; but be aſſured, you ſhall not 
© continue in it long. Your friend 
«© Santillane will take care of the reſt, 
© and ſoon procure your enlargement.” 
Don Roger made a profound bow 
to the minifter, on whoſe word he ſur- 
rendered himſelf. His pardon, by my 
care, was expedited in a very little 
time; for, in leſs than ten days, TI 
ſent this new Telemachus home to his 


lyſſes and Penelope; whereas, had 
dn 3 by 
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8 
been without a 2 
perhaps, /have quit for a whole 
year's impriſonment. I touched mo 
more than an hundred piſtoles for my 
gbod officesy fo that it was not « great 


to defpitc fmall matters. 


GIL BLAS FINDS MEANS TO MAKE A 
- CONSIDEWABLE FORTUNE IN A 
' SHORT TIME, AND (GIVES mu- 
- SELF GEEAT | AIRS ACCORD- 

INGLY. 5 


HIS affair quickened my appe- 
tite ; and piſtoles which I 
ve to Scipio, for his right of bro- 
rage, encodtaged him to upon 
tolled his talents in this way: he might 
have been juſtly entitled the GteatSci- 
pio. The focond cuſtomer he brought 
was 2 printer, who, in deſpite of com - 
mon fenſt, hid enriched” himfelt by 
books of Rnight-errautry. This ho- 
neſt tradeſman had pirated a work be- 
longing to another printer, and his 
edition was ſeised. For three hundred 
ducats he obtained, through my means, 
a replevy, and efcaped à large fine. 
Though the minifter, pro ſpeak- 
ing, had no buſmeſs with this affair, 
his excellency, at my requeſt, was ſo 
good as to interpoſe his authority. 
After the printer, a merchant paſſed 
through my hands, on the following 
occaſion. A Portugueze ſhip had been 
— z corfair of Barbar y, and af- 
terwards retaken by a privatcer of Ca- 
dia. Two thirds of the loading be- 
longed to a merchant of Liſbon, he 
having reclaimed it in vain, came to 
court in queſt of zpatron who had-cre+> 
dit enough to cauſe reſtitution to be 
made. I interetted myſelf in his be- 
half, and he got, poſſeſſion of his ef- 
ſects, in conſideration of a preſent 
which he made me, of four hundred 
piſtoles, for my protection. | 

Methinks, I hear the reader cry in 
this place, Bravo, Monſieur de San- 
© tillane, put hay into your boots; you 
« are in a fine road; puſh your fortune 
Ohl that I will, I warrant you! 1 


„A military order of Enighthood in Spain, inſtituted In che year 1788, during the 
The habit of the order is a large white mantle, 
with a red croſs on the left fide, powdered with fleurs de luce. 


reign of Sancho III. King of Cattile. 
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'he would not, ſee, If I am. wot miſtaken, my walt 


. But was not yet a Calderona, 
ki medicines, encluſive of all others; 


Spain; that is, alt perſons of his 
+ © profeffion ſhall be prohibited from 


coming with a new prize which he bas 
— — Right : it is Scipio let us 

him. * Signior,* (aid he, oe 
© ut to imtrod ace this famous 
© to vou. 


Operator 
He warts a patent to fell 


©: during the ſpace of ten years, in all | 
the cities under the dominion of 


© fettling in the plate or places where 
© he refides; and be wil „ ws un 
© acknowledgment, wo hundred pil- 
© toles — — who will ee 
for him the ſaid pri vilege. I ſaid to 
the mountebank, aſſuming the 9 
© Well, friend, your dufinefs ſhall be 
done. Sure enough, in à very few” 
days, 1 dicpatched bim with patents, 
which entitled him to cheat the people 
— through all the king 
Though my wealth increafed, I Rad 
obtained of his exceliency the four fa- 
vours I had aſhked fo eafily, that T 
never he ſitated in reqnefting a fifth ; 
which was the government of the ci 
of Vera, on the confines of Grenada, 
for a kniglu of Calatrava*, who pro- 
miſed ne a 'thoufand piſtoles for the 
phace. The miniſter laughed to fee me 
to hot on the game:  Egad, Gil Blas," 


faid he; © you go an at à rare vate! 
you muſt be turiovfly inclined to 
« oblige your neighbours. Hark'e, 
* I mall nat ſtand upon triſſes with 


you: but hen you demand govern- 
ments, and other confiderable ta- 
* yours, you ſhall, if you pleaſe, be 
« -contented with one half of the pro- 
fit, and be accountable for the other 
to me. You can't imagine, added 
he, what expence I am obliged to be 
at, or how many reſources - muſt 
* have to ſupport the digni m 
© poſt: — frn, m9 the dif. 
« mnteretted appearance I aſfume, I con- 
« fe(s I am not imprudent enough to 
< diforder my domeſtick affairs. Take 
© your meaſures accordingly. 

My matter, by this dsicourſe, ba- 
niſhing all fear of being 1mportunate, 
or rather encouraging me to return 
frequently to the charge, I became 
more greedy of riches than ever; und 
would have willingly advertiſed, that 


all 
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orm of a croſs 
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all thoſe who wanted Fe, u court 
mould apply to me. I went upon ane 
courſe, Scipio upon anather, ing 


— we ht. @rve 
te of Gal ava had 


«73, for his thou- 
may 2 obtained ans. 
Y —— ne price, for a knight 
32 » I was net contented 

arg ealy ; I can» 
—— — 0 bihood, and con- 
yerted ſome good plebeians into 
gentlemen, by virtue of excellent is 
ters - patent. I was alla wh 
clergy ſhould feel wy bene < : 
beſtowed ſmall benefices, — 
EE 
ba ricky 
they were all jo the gift of Doy + 
* de 2 who likewiſe ap- 
2 1 2 and 
iceroys. ain proof the great 

—_— no better filled than the 
ſmall ones; * . we choſe 
to occupy 
ſuch an honourable tr k, m_ not 
always the beſt qualified, or moſt regu- 
lar, We — very well, that the 
wits of Madrid made themſelves mer- 

at our expence;z but we reſembled 
thoſe miſers, who conſole themſelves 
for the publick ſcore with a light of 
their gold. 

Iſocrates had reaſan to call intempe- 
rance aud folly the uy arable com- 
panions of wealth, I found 
myſelf maſter of thirty Lp ot wy du- 


cats, and in à condition to get, 


ten times as much, I thoug I 
muſt then make a figure worthy of the 
prime-minifter's confident. I hired a 
whole houſe; which I furniſhed jp a 
handſome manner; bought the coach 
of a notary, who had ſet jt up through 
oſtentation, now wanted to get rid 
of it by the advice of his baker. U en- 

ed à caachman; and, as it was 
Kar; to advance ald ſervants, raiſed 
Scipio to the triple honour iro — valet 


de D, ET. god ſteward: 
— yp an: paler aac troke to 
2 2 my 


— 10 2 livery, Ahe ba- 


pay all the judgment that remained; 
d I became 


as mad as the diſciples 


which we made 1 


perceive the conſequence. 


of Porcius Latro, whoy-when 
4 themſelycs 38 — Fats 
nking dec * La cumin, ima- 
1 ng yon as le well 
nigh believed myſelf the be Del Ler- 
1 relation, I really wok it ia wy 
ad, that I ſhould pals for ſuch, on, 
haps for one of bus: baſtards ; 4 re- 
in that 5 hs, me igbuite ploaſure. 
bats 2 — 2 
lleney, & ta- 
Nh i reſolved io energy A For 
arlÞ.c 7 ordered Scipio to 
25 or Fa kilful cook; and he 
ane, wh : 
parable to that of f Ne . w t. of 
dainty memory. I furniſhed my — 
lar with delicious — a 


havin pl in all other Kinds of 


oviſion, be oy 
rery (rap » {ame 10 
clerks of - 6 fowe of te grin tO 
proudly aſſume the quality — jw 
taries of ſtate, came to ſup with me. 
gave them good chew, and always 
lent them home well watered. Sci 
on wy 5 (ar it 7 Abe matter 105 
man e allo in the buttery, 
where he regaled his acquaintanges at 
my expence : but, exclutive of my 
gard for that young fellow, I thay 
as he contributed to 17 7 25 
N . A 
it. 85. 
os apd T5 
had ano- 


fuſion like a young wan, a 

ther reaſon alſo tor overlooking it. 

Benefices andemployments never ceaſed 

bringing griſt to the mill; and ſeeei 
my fmances dail increaſe, 1 — 

had for once, drove a nail Hats the 

wheel of Fortune. 

There was nothing now wanting to 
gratify my — * to make Fabri- 
cius an eye-witnels of my pomp. I 
did not doubt that he was returned 
rom Andaluſia; and, that I might 

ave the pleaſure of ſurprizing him, 
ſent him an anonymous bullet, ＋ ne 
ing, that a _— EN his 
acquaintance ex im to ſupper, 
at Iuch a day, haur, and place. Nun- 
nez came at the time 7 and 
was amazed to find that I was the fo- 
FSR nobleman who had —— him 


order of kaighthood in 


9 ge. ar St, James. Thiz is the in- 
MI, Ak. ae Nie bear for arms a ſword gules, the handle is in 


with fleurs de luce; and their motto is, Sang ine Arabum. 
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to ſupper. * Yes, friend, ſaid I to 
tim, * this is my bouſe; I have a 
„ handſome equipage, a good table, 


. < and a ſtrong box beſides.— Is it 


© poſſible,” cried he, with t viva» 
city; © that I find thee again in ſuch 
< opulence! how happy am I in having 
recommended thee to Count Galiano! 
© T told thee that he was a generous 
© nobleman, who would foon make 
* thee eaſy for life. Thou haft, doubt- 
© leſs,* added he, followed the wiſe 
© advice I gave thee, and given the 
© butler a little more rein. I congra- 
© tulate thee upon thy conduct; for it 
© is by ſuch prudent meaſures only that 
© the s in great families become 
© ſo rich. 

I let Fabricius applaud himſelf as 
much as he pleaſed for having intro - 
duced me to the ſervice of Count Ga- 
liano; after which, in order to mode - 
rate the joy which he felt for having 

rocured me ſuch a ſt, I related 


de marks of gratitude with which that 


nobleman had repaid my ſervice ; but, 
perceiving that my poet, while I made 
the detail, ſung his recantation within 
himſelf, I ſaid to him, I forgive the 
« Sicthan ; between you and me, I 
have more cauſe to rejoice than be 
< forry at his behaviour towards me. 
If the count had not uſed me ill, I 


< ſhould have followed him to Sicily, per 


where I ſhould now have been a ſer- 
<. vant, in expectation of an uncertain 


< eftabliſhment. * In a word, I ſhould 


not be confident to the Duke of Ler- 
ma. Nunnez was fo ſtruck with 
theſe laſt words, that he continued ſome 
minutes incapable of uttering one ſyl- 
Jable. Then breaking filence all of a 
(ſudden; © Did Tunderſtand you aright ?* 
ſaid he: © what! have you the confi- 
« dence of the prime-minifter ?*—< I 
'© ſhare it, I replied, with Don Ro- 
drigo de Calderona; and, in all ap- 
„ pearance, I ſhall make great pro- 
-c —— Signior de Santil- 
< lane,” ſaid he, I look upon you 
-+ with admiration ! you are capable of 
filling all forts of employments. 
What talents you are maſter of ! you 
have (to uſe the expreſſion of our 
tennis · court) the univerſal tool; that 
is to ſay, you are qualified for every 


thing. Finally, Signior, added he, 


„ The obſcure verſes ſung by the Sali 
. — . 1 dy 


« hſt night; but tru 


© T am overjoyed at your worſhip%y 


© proſperity.'— O the devil!” faid I, 
interrupting him; Mr. Nunnerx, truce 
© with Signiox and your worſhip : let 
< us baniſh theſe terms, and live fa. 
© miliarly together.“ Thou art in 
© the right, he replied; I ought not 
to look upon thee otherwiſe than as 
© uſual, although thou art become 
© rich. I will confeſs my weakneſs; 
I was dazzled-when I underſtood 
© happy fate: but that prejudice is 
© over, and I now behold thee again 
C — my — — Gil Blas.“ x 
ur converſation was interrupted 
the arrival of four or five clerks. *« Ge! 
© tlemen, ſaid I to them, nti 
Nunnez, you ſhall ſup Gi Signs 
© Don Fabricio, who compoſes verſes 
« worthy of King Numa“, and writes 
; * 45 like a prodigy.” Unluckily 
e to le who regarded poetry 
fo Miele, — author ſuffered on 
account of his profeſſion. Scarce would 
they deign to favour him with a look, 
It was to no purpoſe that he ſaid witty 
things, in order to attract their atten- 


tion: they did not perceive the _ 


of his ſallies; and he was ſo mu 


piqued at their want of rafte, that he 


made uſe of his poetical licence, and 
cunningly withdrawing from the com- 
pany, diſappeared. Our clerks did not 
ceive his retreat, and ſate down to 
table without ſo much as aſking what 
was become of him. 

Juſt as I had done dreſſing, next 
morning, and was going abroad, the 
— of Aſturias entered my chamber, 
aying, * I aſk pardon, my friend, for 
© having ſo . left thy clerks 

y, I was ſo much 
© out of my element among them, that 
I could no longer endure my ſitua- 


tion. A parcel of infotent fellows, 


vith their ſelf-ſufficient ſtarched airs ! 
© I can't comprehend how thou, who 
© haſt an acuteneſs of underftanding, 
© can't accommodate thyſelf to fuc 


© ſtupid gueſts! This very day, added 


he, I will bring hither fellows of wit 
and fſpirit.'— I ſhall be obliged to 


© thee,* anſwered I; and will en- 
'© tirely depend upon thy taſte in the 


© choice of them.'—* Thou art in the 
right, ſaid he; © I promiſe thee ſu- 
« perior geniuſes, of the moſt ' enter- 


an prieſts, in their proceſſigns, were conipoſed 
Numa. - F< a 1 


« taining: | 
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timing characters. I will go this 


-< inftant to a coffee-houſe where th 
meet, and beſpeak them before they 
« engage themſelves elſewhere; for, 
«happy is the man who can have 
their company at dinner or ſupper, 
© ſo much are they admired for their 
4 agreeable humour.“ 
So ſaying, be left me, and at ſup- 
-per-time returned with fix authors on- 
ly, whom he introduced to me one after 
another, characterizing each as he pre- 
ſented him. To hear him, one would 
have thought that theſe wits ſurpaſſed 
thoſe of ancient Greece and Italy; and 
their works, as he ſaid, deſerved to be 
engraven in letters of gold, I received 
thele gentlemen litely, and even 
aſſected to load them with civility; for 
the nation of authors is a little vain- 
lorious. Though I had not laid my 
injunctions on Scipio to take care that 
our table ſhould be ſumptuouſly fur- 
niſhed, as he knew what ſort o - 
e I was to treat that day, he had re- 
inforced our ſervices of his own accord. 
In ſhort, we went to ſupper in high 
lee; my poets began to talk of them- 
lves, were not ſilent in their own 
praiſe, - One with a lofty air, mention- 
ed grandees and ladies of quality who 
were — — with his muſe; ano- 
ther, finding fault with the choice 
which a learned academy had made of 
two members, modeſtly obſerved that 
they ought to have choſen him. The 
diſcourſe of the reſt was not a tittle 
leſs arrogant. In the middle of ſup- 
-per they worried me with verſe and 
ſez each, in his turn, repeating a 
— of his own writing : one re- 
ed me with a ſonnet; another re- 
ſed a ſcene of a tragedy; a third 
read a criticiſm upon a comedy; and a 
fourth, endeavouring in his turn to 
give us an ode of Anacreon tranſlated 
into wretched Spaniſh verſe, was in- 
terrupted by one of his brethren, who 
told him that he had uſed an improper 
term. The author of the tranflation 
denied his aſſertion ; and a diſpute a- 
role, in which all the wits eſpouſed one 
or other; the votes were equal, 
the diſputants grew hot, and proceed- 
ed to invectives: the debate ſtill con- 
tinued; until, becoming quite furious, 
got up, and went by the ears to- 
gether. Fabricio, Scipio, my coach- 
man, lacqueys, and myſelf, had all 


ſufficient work in parting them which 


when we had accompliſhed, they went 
ey away, as if from a publick-houſe, 
without making the leaſt apology for 


their unpolite behaviour, 
| Nunnez, upon whoſe promiſe I had 
formed an agreeable idea of this enter- 


tainment, remained very much out of 


countenance at this adventure. Well 
© friend,” faid I to bim; will you fill 
© extol your fellow-gneſts? Upon m 

6 — you have brought hither 


© a villainous ſet ! I will henceforth 
© keep to my clerks: don't talk to me 


© of authors.*— Iwill bring no more 
* ſuch,” anſwered he; © thou haſt ſeem 
© the beſt of the whole tribe. 


CHAP. X. 


THE MORALS OF GIL BLAS ARE 
ENTIRELY CORRUPTED AP 
COURT. HE is CHARGED WITH 
A COMMISSION BY THE COUNT 
DE LEMOS, AND ENGAGES IN AN 
INTRIGUE WITH THAT NOBLE« 
MAN, ; 


S ſoon- as I was known to be in 
favour with the Duke of Lerma, 
I had a courtof my own, Every morn- 
ing my anti-chamber was full of peo- 
le, and F gave audience at my levee, 
wo kinds of company came thither; 
one to buy my intereſt with the miniſter 
for favours; and the other to move 
me by ſupplications to obtain for them 
what they wanted, gratis. The firſt 
were ſore of being heard and _— 
but, with regard to the laſt, I got rid « 
them immediately by evaſive excuſes, 
or amuſed them fo long, that their pa- 
tience forſook them. Before I belong- 
ed to court, I was naturally compal- 
ſionate and charitable; but I no longer 
felt that humane weakneſs, and became 
as hard as flint: of conſequence, 1 
cured myſelf of my friendſhips alſo, 
and ſtripped myſelf of all ſocial affec- 
tion, as will appear by my behaviour 
to Joſeph Navarro, in an affair I am 
ing to relate. | 
This Navarro, to whom I owed fo 
many obligations, and who, m one 
word, was the firſt cauſe of my for- 
tune, came one day to my houſe; and, 
after having expreſſed a great deal of 
friendſhip tor me, as he always did 
when we met, deſired me to aſk of the 
Duke of Lerma a certain 1 
| or 
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for one of his friends; telling me, 
that the 3 e ſo- 
licited was a amiable yo . 
tleman of ES = t 3 4 
wanted a for his ſubſiſtence. * I 
don't at all doubt, added Joſeph, 


that, kind and obliging as you are, 


« you will be overjoyed at an oppor- 
s tunity of ſerving a man of honour in 
« diſtreſs; and I am ſure that you will 
think yourſelf beholden to me for 
giving you this occaſion of exerting 
« your generoſity. This was plain- 
ly telling me that he expected it for 
nothing; and, though I did not much 
reliſh the p » I appeared very 
much * to do what he deſired. 
I am charmed, anſwered I to Na- 
varro, that I have it in my power to 
ſnew my lively gratitude for all the 
© favours which I have received at your 
s hands. Your intereſting yourſelf for 
any oneis a ſufficient . for 
me to ſerve him; your friend ſhall 
have that place you — pitched * 
* for him, depend upon it: the affair 
5 is now no longer yours, but mine. 
On this aſſurance, Joſeph went away 
very well ſatisfied. Nevertheleſs, the 
ſon whom he recommended did not 


obtain the poſt in queſtion. I procur- 


ed it for another man, in con n 
of a thouſand ducats, which I put into 
my ftrong box, and which I preferred 
ent I might have 
l from the clerk of the kitchen, 
to whom I ſaid, with an air of morti- 
fication, when next we met, Ah, 
* my dear Navarro! you was too late 
© in ſpeaking to me; I was prevented 
4 by Calderona, who has given away 
that ſame z and I am quite in 


_ © deſpair that I have no better news to 


entertain you with. 

Joſeph implicitly believed what I 

id, and we more friends than 
ever; but I believe he ſoon diſcovered 
the truth, for he never after came to 
my houſe; and I was charmed at his 
abſence. For, beſides my being bur- 
dened by the ſervices he had done me, 
I thought it did not look well for peo- 
pie of my rank at court to keep com- 
pany with butlers. 

I have not mentioned the Count de 
Lemos a good while. Let us now re- 
turn to that nobleman, whom I ſome- 
times viſited. I had carried to him the 

houſand piſtoles, as I formerly ob- 

red, aud afterwards gave him a 


OF GIL -BLAS, 
thouſand more, 222 the duke 


his uncle, 2 I had be. 
_— to his excellency. Coun 
de — 14 


me that day. He told me that he had 
at laſt gained his end, and entirely poſ- 
ſeſſed the good of the Prince of 
Spain, whoſe ſole confident he was, 
then gave me charge of a very ho- 
* rome 9 he bad al- 
prepared for me. Friend $ 
© tillane,' ſaid he, now is the * 
© to be doing ſpare nothing to diſco- 
© yer ſome young beauty, who ſhould 
© be worthy to amuſe that 
prince. You don't want wit, and I 
need ſay no more; go, run, ſearch, 
© and when you have made a 
© diſcovery, come and impart it to me. 
I promiled to neglect e in ag- 
quitting myſelf handſomely of this em- 
ployment, which muſt not be very diffi- 
cult to exerciſe, fince ſo many people 
live by the ſame profeſſion. | 
I had not been much uſed to theſe 
kinds of inquiry; but not doubting that 
Scipio was an adept in the art, I call- 
ed 05 him when I 8 and ſaid 
to him in private, Child, I am goi 
c 272 2 
© thou know, that in the midſt of For- 
* tune's favours I find I want ſome- 
thing? ! I can cafily gueſs what that 
is, {aud he, interrupting me before I 
could proceed; © you want an agreeable 
© nymph to unbend and exhilarate your 
© ſpirits; and truly it is aſtoniſhing that 
© you mn 
prime of your age, when grave grey- 
. DET — . with ſuch * 
creation. I admire thy pe tion 
anſwered I with a (mile, © Ves; a miſtreſs 
IJ want, and deſirt to have one of thy 
© recommending. But I muſt warn 
© thee hefore- hand, that I am very de- 
< hicate in theſe matters. I expect a 
© lady of beauty and good morals.'—— 
© What you require, replied Scipio, 
© is noteakily found; but, however, ue 
© live, thank God, in a city that affords 
* ſome of all forts, and I I ſhall 
© ſoon be able to fit you to @ hair,” 
Sure enough, in three days he faid, 
© I have diicovered a treaſure; a young 
© lady, whoſe name is Catalina, of a 
good family, and raviſking beauty; 
4 be lives under the tuition of her 
© aunt, in a little houſe, where they 
© ſubſaſt in an honourable manner on 
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a chamber-maid 


8 
ec dal, i t, with - 
— 72 


rand defired the maid to propoſe you 
to the ladies. 'She has I to 
© do ſo, and inform me of their an- 
© ſwer to-morrow morning, at a cer- 
© tain place.“ That's well;“ I re- 
pliedz but I am afraid the chamber- 
s maid 52 upon thee.— No, no,” 


faid he; I am not fo — 
I uve already interrogated the neigh- 
© bours, and conclude from what 


© ſay, that Signiora Catalina is 2 
« Danae, on whom you may deſcend, 
© like another Jupiter, in a ſhower of 


4 gold,” — — as I was againſt 
— of this kind, I en in ĩt 
for once; and as the chamber - maid 
eame next day, and told Scipio, that, 
if I pleafed, I might be introduced 
that very evening to her miſtreſs, I ſtole 
thither between eleven and twelve. 
The maid received me in the dark, 
took me by the hand, and led me into 
a pretty handſome hall, where I found 
the ladies richly dreſſed, and ſeated on 
ſatin couches. As ſoon as — 94 
etived me, they got up, and ſaluted me 
in ſuch a noble manner, that I took 
them for perſons of quality. The 
aunt (whofe name was Signiora Men- 
eia) gh fill agreeable, did not at- 
tract my attention, which was entirely 
engroſſed by the niece, who ſeemed a 
— o examine her minutely, 

ver, ſhe could not be called a per- 
ſect beauty ; but ſhe had ſuch graces, 
er with a tempting luſcious air, 


as hindered the eye to perceive her de- 


ſects 

ingly, I was diſturbed at ſight 
of her. I forgot that I came thither to 
perform the office of procurer z ſpoke 
in my own favour, and expreſſed my- 
ſelf like a man inſpired by the moſt 
violent paſſion. The young lady, in 
whom I found three times more wit 
than ſhe really had, (fo courteous did 
ſhe ſeem) quite enchanted me by her 
anſwers; and 1 n to loſe the go- 
vernment of myſelf, when her aunt, 


in order to moderate my tranſports, 


— 


addreſſed me in this manner : ig - 
© nior de Santillane, I muſt be free 
* with you. On account of the cha- 
© rafter which I have heard of your 
* worſhip, I have permitted you to 
* viſit me, without enhancing the price 
* of the favour by ſtanding on ceve- 
* mony; but don't imagine ound 
the nearer your point for that rea- 
* fon. I have hitherto brought up 
* my niece in retirement, and you are 
(as I may fay)jthe firſt cavalier to 
* whoſe eyes he has been expoſed. 
© If you her worthy to be your 
* wife, I ſhall be overjoyed at her 
good fortune. Conſider, 
if ſhe will ſuit you at that price; for 
© you cannot have her at a cheaper 
rate. 7 

This well- aimed ſhot frighted 
Cupid, who was juſt going to let — 
arrow at me. To ſpeak without me- 
taphor, a marriage ſo bluntly propoſed, 
made me recolle& myſelf. g became 
7 all of a ſudden the faithful agent 

the Count de Lemos, and, changing 
A—_— replied to Signiora Mencia, 
6 am, I am ſed with your 
© frankneſs, which I intend to imitate. 
Whatever fi I make at court, I 
am not worthy of the incomparable 
© Catalina, but have in view for her a 
© much more ſplendid fate; in ſhort, 
© I deſign her for the Prince of 
Spain.“ Your refuſal of my niece,” 
replied the aunt coldly, was diſ- 
« obliging enough; there was no oc- 
© caſion to acro y it with a piece 
© of raillery.— * I don't rally, in- 
* deed, Madam, cried I; nothing 
is more ſerious; I have orders to 
© find outa lady who deſerves to be 
c honoured with the private viſits of 
© the Prince of Spain: I find ſuch a 
© one in your houſe, and mark it for 
the ſcene accordingly.” 

Signiora Mencia was aſtoniſhed at 
theſe words, which I perceived did not 
much diſpleaſe her: nevertheleſs, be- 
lieving that ſhe-ought to affect reſerve, 
ſhe anſwered in this manner. If I 
« was diſpoſed to credit literally what 
* you ſay, you muſt know that I am 
© not of ſuch a character as to rejoice 


© jn the infamous honour of ſeeing my 


« niece miſtreſs to a prince. My vir- 

tue diſapproves— What a faint 

you are, with your virtue!” ſaid I, 

interrupting her; you talk like one 

* bred among filly citizens, wp 
jo 


; 

4 
2 

| 
" 
i 


o 
LY 
-—” >. 42 Www 4 
> 4 - 


K U R 
8 * * 
* 
1 — 5 


274 ADVENTURES: OP 'GIL BLAS. 


joke, in pretending to conſider things 
—— — riew | that wo d 


© be ſtripping them of all their beauty; 
they muſt be ſurveyed with a carnal 
« eye, Behold the heir-apparent of 
* Spain at the feet of the happy Cata- 
* lina, adoring and loading her with 
« preſents; and remember, that from 
© her perhaps will ſpring. a hero who 
« will render his mother's name im- 
mortal as his on.“ | 
Although the aunt would have glad- 
ly embraced my propoſal, ſhe feigned 
herielf irreſolute about the matter; and 
Catalina, whowiſhed the prince already 
in her chains, affected great indifference; 
ſo that I was obliged to inveſt the place 
2 new, until at length, Signiora Mencia, 
ſeeing me repulſed, and ready to raiſe 
Gege, beat the chamade, and we agreed 
upon a capitulation, which contained 
the two following articles. Imprimis, 
If the prince of Spain, on the report 
that I ſhall make ot Catalina's charms, 
ſhall be inflamed, and determine to 
honour her with a nocturnal vilit, I ſhall 
take care to 5 the ladies of the 
night that ſhall be choſen for that pur- 
poſe. Item, The prince ſhall not viſit 
the ſaid ladies but as an ordinary gal- 
lant, with no other attendants than me 
and his Mercury in chief. a 
After this convention, the aunt and 
niece ſhewed me all manner of friend- 
thip, and aflumed a familiarity of beha- 
viour in conſequence of which I ven- 
tured ſome hugs, which were not very 
i received; and when we parted, they 
embraced me of their on accord, and 
loaded me with careſſes. It is really 
wonderful to ſee with what facility an 
intimacy is contracted between the cou- 
riers ↄf gallantry and the women who 
want their ſervice. Had people ob- 
ie rved me to leave this houſe with ſuch 
marks of favour, they might have ſaid, 
with ſome appearance of juſtice, that I 
was much happier than I actually 
tound myſelf. - The Count de Lemos 
was overjoyed when 1 let him know 
that I had made ſuch @ diſcovery as he 
deſired. I ſpoke of Catalina in ſuch a 
manner as made him Jong to ſee her. 
J carried him 0 her lodgings next 
night, and he owned that I had been 
very ſucceſsful. - He told the ladies, 
he did not at il doubt that the prince 
would be periectly well ſatisfhed with 
the miſtreſs whom I had choſen for 


Bim, and that ſhe. on ber part would 


have cauſe to be contented-with-ſuch + 
lover; that the young prince was full 
of grainy and ſweetneſs of temper: 
in ſhort, he aſſured them, that he would 
bring him to their houſe in a few days, 
as they deſired he ſhould come, that is, 
without noile or attendance. . This 
nobleman afterwards took his leave of 
them, and I withdrew in his company. 
We got back to his equipage,-in which 
we had come thither, and which wait- 
ed for us at the end of the ſtreet: he 
ſet me down at my own houſe, chargin 
me to inform his uncle next day of this 
new-ftarted adventure, and to defire he 
would ſend him a thouſand piſtoles to 
enſure it's ſucceſs. a br 

I did not fail to givethe Duke of Ler- 
ma an exact account of what had paſſ- 
ed, concealing only one circumſtance, 
I did not ſpeak a fyllable of Scipi 
but took to myſelf the honour of the 
diſcovery, according to the practice of 
thoſe who live among the great, a 
By theſe means 1 acquired a 
many compliments. * Mr, Gil Blas,” 
ſaid the miniſter to me with an air 
raillery, © I am raviſhed v0 find, tt, 
* with your other talents, you likewiſe 

ſſeſs that of diſcovering obliging 

© beauties: when I have, occaſion for 
© one of that claſs, you will give me 
leave to apply to you.“ My lord, 
I replied in the ſame tone, I thank 
« your grace for intending me the pre- 
© ference; but give me — to ſay, 
that I ſhould be ſcrupulous in ſerving 
« your excellency in that manner. Sig- 
© nior Rodrigo has been ſo long in 
© poſſeſſion of that employment, that 
it would be unjuſt in me to deprive 
him of it.” The duke ſmiled at my 
anſwer; then changing the diſcourſe, 
alked, if his nephew did not want 
money for this adventure. Pardon 
me, ſaid I; © he begs you will ſend 
him a thouſand piſtoles. “ Very 
© well,” replicd the miniſter; * carry 
© them to him, bid him ſpare nothing, 
but approve of whatever expence the 
« prince ſhall propoſe.” 


CHAP. XI. 


THE PRIVATE VISIT AND PRE-> 
SENTS WHICH THE PRINCE OF 
SPAIN MADE TO CATALINA. 


Went that inſtant with five hun- 
dred double piſtoles to, the Count 
de Lemos, who told me, © You wy 
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© not come in better ſeaſon. I have 
« ſpoke to the prince: he has bit at 
© the hook, and burns with impatience 


to ſee Catalina. This very night he 


« intends to ſlip privately out of the 
«. palace, in order to viſt her; It is a 
thing determined, and our meaſures 
© are taken accordingly. + Inform the 
ladies of his reſolution, and give them 
that money which you have b t; 
© for it is right to let them ſee that he is 
no ordinary lover whom they are to 
receive: es, the bounty of princes 
© ought to precede their intrigues. As 
© you will accompany him, 
« with me, added he, © be ſure of 
© being at his couchee this evening. 
« Your coach alſo (for I think it is 
« proper we ſhould uſe it) muſt wait for 
© us near the palace about midnight. 
I immediately repaired to the houſe, 
but did not ſee Catalina, who, they 
told me, was — ſo that I could 
only {| i igniora Mencia, to 
2 6 — pray excuſe 
© me for appearing in your houſe by 
day; but it is not in my power to 
« do otherwiſe, for I 2 you 
© notice that the Prince of Spain will 
1 — wry * here, added 
I, i money in her 
ray + an —* which be ſends 
* to the temple of Cytherea, to render 
© the divinities of the place propitious. 
© You fee I have not engaged you in 
© a bad affair.“ I am very much 
© obliged to you, the replied; © but 
© tell me, Signior de Santillane, does 
the prince love muſick : He loves 
tit,“ anſwered I, to diſtraction; no- 
© thing can entertain him ſo much as 
© a fine voice, accompanied by a lute 
© delicately touched.“ So much the 
better cried the, in a tranſport of 
joy z * you give me infinite pleafure in 
telling mk this; for my niece bas 
e pipe of a nightingale; and pla 
q — the lute to admiration; rel ria 
© wiſe dances perfectly well.'”—* Hea- 
* vens!” cried I, in my turn; what 
perfections, my good dunt! foman 
© are not neceſſary to make a girl's for- 
© tune: one of theſe talents is ſuſi- 
© cient for the purpoſe.” f 
Having thus paved the way, I wait- 
ed for the hour of the prince's couchse 
then giving orders to my coachman, I 
r0ined the Count de Lemos, who told 
me, that the prince, in order toget rid 
of. his company the ſooner, would 


feign a flight indiſpoſition, and even 

to bed, the better to perſuade them Sr 
his being fick ; but that he would riſe 
again in an hour, and, by a back-door; 
gain a private ſtair that led into the 
court-yard. - . | 

When he had informed me of wha 

they had concerted ol he . 
me in a place through which he aſſured 
me they would paſs; and there I dan- 
ced attendance ſo long, that I began to 
think our gallant had taken another 
road, or loſt his defire of ſeeing Cata- 
lina, as if princes uſually dropped theſe 
ſort of whims before they had ſatisfied 
them. In ſhort, I imagined they had 
forgot me altogether, when two men 
accoſted me, whom having diſcern 

to be thoſe I expected, I conducted 


them to my coach, in which they ſrat - 


ed themſelves, *while'I got upon the 
coach-box to direct the driver, whom 
I ordered to ſtop about fifty yards from 
the houſe. I then handed the prince 
and his companion out of the coach 

and we walked towards the place for 
which we were bound. The gate 


opened at our approach, and ſhut again 


as ſoon as we got in. | 

At firſt we found ourſelves in the 
ſame darkneſs in which I had been in- 
troduced z though, by way of diſtines 
tion, there was à ſmall lamp fixed to 
the wall, the light of which was ſo 
dim, that we could only ire it, 
without being lighted by it's rays. 
All this ſerved only to make the ad- 
venture more # ble to our hero, 
who was ſenſibly ſtruck at the ſight of 
the ladies, who received him in a hall, 
where the luſtre of a great number of 
candles made amends for the darkneſs 
that reigned in the court; The aunt 
and niece were in a gay diſhabille, ſo 
artfully diſpoſed that nobody could. 
look upon them with impunity. Our 

ince would have been yery well ſatiſ- 
fied with Signiora Mencis, if thert had 
been no = for him to thuſe but 
the charms'of young Catalina, 8. 
deſerved, had the preference. 4 s 
my prince ſaſc the Count de Le- 
mos; © was'it 7 1 
„cure your Nighneſs plexfure” 
6 — ladies more — tan 
© theſe?” I am raviſhed wich them 
both, replied the & P ©#r Cr 
c ſhall never efry off my here; Ft 
© the ant [could not miſs of it; It 
« was poflible for the niece to fail. 
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Aſter this compliment, ſo agreeable 
to an aunt, he ſaid a thouſand Fond 
things to Catalina, who anſwered with 
great wit and ſpirit. As thoſe honour- 
able people who perform the part that 
I ated on this occaſion, are permitted 
to join in the converſation of lovers, 
provided it be with an intention of 
adding fuel to the fire, I told the gal- 
lant, that his nymph ſung and played 
upon the lute to admiration. He was 
overjoyed to hear that ſhe was miſtreſs 
of theſe talents, and entreated her to 
entertain him with a ſpecimen. She 
complied with a good grace, took up 
a lute ready tuned, played ſome ten- 


der airs, and ſung in ſuch an affecting 


manner, that the prince dropped down 


at her feet, in a tranſport of love and 


pleaſure. But let us finiſh this pic- 
ture; and only obſerve, that, during 
this ſweet. intoxication, in which the 
heir of the Spaniſh monarc 
ged, the hours ſtole away like minutes, 
and we were obliged to tear him from 
that dangerous houſe, becauſe of the 
day's approach. We the gentlemen- 
undertakers carried him back to his 


apartmgnt with gyeat., diſpatch, and 


then went to our different homes, as 
well ſatisfied in having fitted him with 
a ſhe-adventurer, as if we had tran- 
ſacted his marriage with a princeſs. 
Next morning I recounted this ad- 
venture to the Duke of Lerma, who 
deſired to be informed of every parti- 
cular; and juſt as I bad finiſhed my 
narration, Count de Lemos came 


in, and ſaid, The prince of Spain is 


* ſo much engroſſed by Catalina, and 


© has conceived. ſuch a paſſion for her, 


© that he purpoſes to viſit her often, 
and attach himſelf to her alone. He 
© wanted to ſend her this day jewels 
to the amount of two thouſand pi- 
* ſtoles, but not having a penny in his 
„ purſe, he applied to me.'—" M 

© dear, Lemos, ſaid he, you mu 

< find me that ſum immediately. I 


© know very well that I incommode, 
© nay; exhauſt you but my heart re- 
if ever I 
© find, myſelf in à condition to exert 
my gratitude, | otherwiſe. than in 
thought, far all your friendſhip, you 
mg laid me un- 


© tains, the obligation, an 


*. ſhall-not repent 
der an obligation.” —*;My prince, 
faid I, leaving him that inſtant, I 
have friends and credit, and will 
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was plun- 


gan to prattle like two goſſips, and 


them, w 


* employ them both to accommodate 
© you with what you want." | 

It is not difficult to ſatisfy his de- 
mand, ' faid the duke to his nephew. 
« Santillane, go feteh the money; or, 
© if you pleaſe, he will purchaſe the 
c jewels; for he is a perfect connoiſſeur 
in ſtones, eſpecially rabies Is not 
</ this true, Gil Blas added he, look. 
ing at me with a ſatirical ſmile. Your 
© grace is very ſevere,” I replied ; I ſee 
© that you want to make Monheur the 
© Count merry at my expence. This 
happened accordingly.” The nephew 
aſked what myſtery was in theſe 
words. Nothing, anſwered the duke, 
laughing; only Santillane one day 
0 — proper to exchange 'a dia- 
6 mond for a ruby, and afterwards 
found that he had gained neither ho- 
© nour nor profit by the bargain.” 

I ſhould — thought myſelf eaſily 
quit, if the miniſter had ſaid no more 
of the matter; but he took the trouble 
to relate the trick that Camilla and 
Don Raphael played upon me in the 
hired lodging, and to enlarge parti- 
cularly on thoſe circumſtances which 
chagrined me moſt. His excellency, 
after having enjoyed his joke, ordered 
me to accompany the Count de Lemos, 
who carried me to a jeweller's houſe, 
where we choſe jewels, which we ſhew- 
ed to the prince for' his approbation ; 
and which being afterwards entruſted 
to me, in order to be preſented to Ca- 
talina, I _ ome for two —— 

iſtoles the duke's money, wi 
— the merchant. 
It is a queſtion not to be aſked, if 
I was kindly received next night by 
the ladies, when I exhibited t - 
ſents of my embaſly, conſiſting of an 
handſome ring deſigned for the aunt, 
and a pair of ear - rings for the niece. 
Charmed with theſe marks of the 
prince's love and generoſity, they be- 


thanked me for having procured for 
them ſuch a valuable acquaintance. 
They forgot themſelves in the exceſs 
of their joy, and ſome words eſcaped 
hich made me ſuſpect that I 

had introduced a mere gipſey to our 
at monarch's ſon; but that I might 
preciſely whether or not I had 
rformed-this fine maſter-piece, I went 
me, reſolved to come to an expla- 
brow e 291 CHAP, 
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CHAP, XI. 
CATALINA's REAL CHARACTER, 
THE PERPLEXITY AND UNEASI- 

NESS OF GIL BLAS, THE PRE- 


CAUTION HE WAS OBLIGED TO 
TAKE FOR HIS OWN QUIET. 


37 as I entered my own houſe, 
I heard a great noiſe; and enquir- 
ing into the cauſe, was told, Scipio 
that evening treated half a dozen, of 
his friends, , who ſung full throat, 
and frequently broke out in loud fits 
of laughter ;_ ſo that r re- 
E could not be properly ſtyled the 
uet of the Seven Wiſe Men. 
The maſter of the feaſt, advertiſed 
of my arrival, ſaid_ to the company, 
© Gentlemen, tis wy my maſter come 
© home: be not diſturbed, but con- 
* tinue your mirth; I will go and 
© ſpeak two words to him, and rejoin 
© you in a twinkling.” So ſayings he 
came to my apartment, * What a 
© habbub is this? ſaid 1; hat ſort 
of people are thoſe you entertain be- 
© low? are they poets? “ No, indeed, 
„Sir, if you pleaſe,” he replied; * it 
© were pity to beſtow your wine on ſuch 
company. I make a better uſe of it. 
© There is. among, my gueſts a very 
© rich young fellow, who wants for his 
© money an employment by your in- 
* tereſt ; and for him alone I give this 
entertainment: at every draught he 
© drinks I raiſe the gratification you 
© are to receive ten piſtoles, and will 
© make him drink till day.“ If that 
© be the caſe," 1 replied, © go back to 
© thy friends, and don't ſpare the wine 
«© in my cellar.” 

I did not think this a ſeaſon 
to talk with him ao Gita me 18 
next morning, when vp, I 
to him in this manner 1 F Read Sci- 
* pio, thou knoweſt how we live toge- 
© ther; I treat thee more like a com- 
© rade than a domeftick ; and of con- 
© ſequence thou wilt be to blame in de- 
« ceiving me as a maſter. Let us then 
© lay aſide all referve with one an- 
© other, I will tell thee ſomethin 
that will ſurprize thee, and thou maß 
diſeloſe to me thy real ſentiments of 
© thoſe two women with whom thou 
* haſt made me acquainted. Between 
* thee and me, I ſuſpect them to be 


© two artful puſſes, cunning in pro- 
portion to the ſimplicity which they 
affect. If my opinion does them 
juſtice, the Prince of Spain has no 
great cauſe to be well pleaſed with 
me; for I confeſs it was for him that 
I wanted a miſtreſs. _. I accordingly 
carried him to Catalina's houſe, and 
he is become paſſionately fond of 
her. Signior,” anſwered Scipio, 1 
am too well uſed by you, to be want- 
ing in ſincerity with my maſter. I 
had yeſterday a private converſation 
with the 4 of theſe. two princeſſes, 
and ſhe related their hiſtory, which 
to me ſeemed very diverting. . You 
ſhall hear it in two words. *. 
Catalina is daughter to a poor gen- 
© tleman of Arragon, and finding her- 
© felf, at the age of fifteen, an orphan, 
© as handſome as poor, - liſtened to an 
© old; commander, who conducted her 
© to Toledo, where. he died- in fix 
* months, after having ſerved as a pa- 
rent rather than a huſband to her. 
„She ſecured his fortune, conſiſting 
of ſome moveables and three hundred 
. 2 in ready - money, then joined 
© berſelf to Signiora Mencia, who was 
© ſtill in faſhion, though already in the 
© wane. Theſe two good friends lived 
© together, and began to behave ſo as to 
attract the notice of juſtice; at which 
* the ladies being diſguſted, haſtily a- 
© bandoned Toledo through vexation, 
© and, ſettled in Madrid, where they 
© have lived about two years, without 
© viſiting any perſon in the neighbour- 
hood. But the beſt circumſtance of 
© the ſtory is this; they have hired two 
© ſmall houſes, ſeparated only by a wall, 
having in the cellar a ſtair of commu- 
© nication from the one to the other. 
« Signiora Mencia lives with a young 
© maid-ſervant in one of theſe houſes, 
and the commander's widow poſſeſſes 
© the other, with an old duenna, who 
« paſſes for her grandmother; ſq that 
© our Arragonian is ſometimes a niece 
brought up by her aunt, and ſome- 
times a pupil under the wings of her 
« erandame. When ſhe acts the niece, 
© ſhe is called Catalina; and when ſhe 
© plays the grandchild, her name 1s 
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„Sirena. * ; | 
At the name of Sirena, grew ez 
and interrupting Scipio, ſaid, * What 


© do I hear! alas! I am afraid that 
« this curſed Arragonian is no other 
Nu z « than 
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© than the miſtreſs of Calderona.— 
© Truly,” he replied, it is the fame; 
I thought this piece of news would 
© have given you pleaſure.'—* Thou 
© art very much miftaken,” anſwered I; 
© T have more cauſe to be ſorry th 
©-rejoiced at it: doſt thou not ſee the 
* conſequences ? No, in faith, re- 
ſumed” Scipio; „What miſchief can it 
© produce ? you are not ſure that Don 
© Rodrigo will diſcover what paſſes ; 
© and if you are afraid of his gettin 


< information, you have nothing to do 


'© but prepoſſeſs the miniſter in your 
© favour, by telling him candidly the 
'< whole affair, He will fee your fin- 
© cerity ; and if, after this, Calderona 
* ſhould attempt to do you an ill office 
© with his exceſlency, he will perceive 
* that his ſole deſign is to injure you 
out of a ſpirit of who +; * 
Scipio by this diſcourſe baniſhed'm 
fear; and, reſolving to follow N gd. 
vice, I informed the Duke of Lerma 
of the diſcovery I had made. I even 
affected to tell it with, a melancholy 
air, in order to perſuade him of my 
being mortrfied for having innocently 
introduced Don Rodrigo's miſtreſs to 
the prince. But the miniſter, far from 
pity ing his favourite; laughed at the 
adventure, and bid me go on ih my old 
way ; ſaying, that after all, it was glo- 
Tious for Calderona to love the fame 
lady who had captivated the Prince of 
Spain, and to be as well received b 
Her as his highneſs. I imparted it al 
to the Count de Lemos, who aſſureg 
me of his protection, in caſe the firſt 
Fecretary ſhould diſcover the intrigue, 
and attempt to ruin me with his grace. 
Imagining that, by this precaution, 
T had delivered the bark of my for- 
tune from the dangerous ſhelves that 
envitoned It, my fear vaniſhed. I ſtill 
accompanied the prince to the houſe of 
Catalina, (alias, the fair Sirena) who 
was artful enough to invent ſtratagems 
to keep: Don Rodrigo from her em- 
braces, and to defraud him of thoſe 
nights which the was obliged to beſto 
1 illuſtrious Mal, ” * * 
CHAP, XIII. 


GIL BLAS CONTINUES TO ACT THE 
_ MAN OF CONSEQUENCE. | HEARS 
NEWS OF HIS FAMILY, WHICH 
* + Fad 19 . 


"uſually crouded with peop 


receive 


or GIL, BLAS. 


MAKE BUT SMALL IMPRESS$SION 


UPON HIM, AND QUARBELS WITH 
FABRICIUS, * 1 ＋ 


1 Have already obſerved, that in the 
1 morning my N was 
x | e who came 
to make propoſal ; but I would not 
them wiva wace; and, ac. 
cording: to the cuſtom at court, or ta- 
ther with a view of exhibiting my 
importance, I ſaid to each ſolicitor 
6 Give in a memorial.” I was ſo much 
uſed to this, that one day I anſwered 
in theſe words*to my landlord, who 
came to put me in mind of a year's 
rent being due. As for my butcher 
and baker, they ſaved me the trouble of 
aſking their memorials, which were al- 
ways punctually delivered erery month. 
'Seipio, who imitated me fo clolely, that 
the copy might be ſaid to come very 
near the original, behaved in the ſame 
"manner to thoſe who applied for his 
intereſt with me. I was guilty of an- 
other ridiculous piece of vanity, which 
I don't intend to excuſe, I was fooliſh 
enough to talk of the grandees as if 
had been a man in their ſphere, If 
(for example) I had oecaſion to men- 
tion the Duke of Alva, or the Duke of 
Medina Sidonia, I called them, with- 
out ceremony, Alva, and Medina Si- 
donia. In a word, I became ſo vaio 
and haughty, that I was no longer 
my father's ſon. Alas! poor duenna 
and uſher, I did hot fo much as en- 
r whether you were h 7 or mi- 
ſerable in the Aſturias! I did not evep 
think of you! The court is like the 
river Lethe, in making us forget our 
n and friends, when they are un- 
der misfortunes. ._ | 
I no longer, therefore, remembered 
my family; when one morning a young 
man came to_my, houſe, and defuin 
to ſpeak with me in private, I DS 
him into my cloſet, where, without of, 
fering him a chair, becauſe he ſeemed 
to be a plebeian, I aſked what he 
wanted with me. How 1 Signior Gil 
© Blas ' faid he, © don't you remember 
© me?” In vain did I conſider him at; 
tentively : I was obliged to anſwer, that 
his features were, entirely unknown, 
© T am, ' he replied, one of your 
old ſchool-fellows, a native of Ovie- 
do, and ſon of Bertrand Muſcada 
© the grocer, your uncle the canon's 
4 33 Y - . nh c neigh- 
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t neighbour. I remember you very 
« well; we have played together a 
« thouſand times at Ciega Gallina “. 
I have, ſaid I, but a confuſed 
« idea of the amuſements of my in- 
« fancy: the buſineſs in which I have 
been engaged ſince that time, has ef- 
+ faced them from my memory. 
I am come,” he reſumed, to Ma- 


drid, to ſettle accounts with my fa- 


© ther's correſpondent; and I beard it 
* ſaid, that you was on. a good footing 


'4 at court, and already as rich as a 


© Jew,, I congratulate. you on your 
good erl. and will, at my re- 
turn into the country, over helm your 
„family with joy, by telling them 
« ſuch an agreeable. piece of news,” 

I could not, in common decency, 
forbear aſking in what. ſituation he had 
left my father, mother, and uncle; but 
this piece of bay rmed ſo coldly, 
that the grocer had no great reaſon to 
admire the force of blood. He ſeemed 
ſhocked at my indifference for thoſe 
who ought to have been ſo dear to me; 
and being a plain vulgar young fel- 
low, ſaid bluntly, I thought you 
© had more tenderneſs and ſenſibility 
© for your relations. How coldly do 
you enquire into their circumſtances! 
$ — that your father and mother 
© are (till at ſervice; and the good ca- 
non Gil Perez, burdened with old 
© age and infirmities, draws near his 
© end. People ought to have ſome 
* natural aff:Rion; and fince you are 


in a condition to aſſiſt your parents, 


© I adviſe you, as a friend, to fend 
two hundred piſtoles yearly for their 
* ſupport; by which means you will 
make theirli 
out any inconvenience to yourſelf.” 
Inſtead of being moved by the picture 
which he drew of my family, I was 
diſguſted at the liberty which he took 
in adviſing me, without being defired 
ſo to do. With a little more addreſs, 
2 he might have perſuaded me; 
ut his freedom had a contrary effect. 
He perceived my diſpleaſure by my 
ſilence; and continuing his exhorta- 
tion with more malice than charity, 
made me loſe my patience entirely. 
© Oh, this is too much!” cried I in a 
paſſion ; © Go, Mr. Muſcada, and 
meddle with your own concerns: it 
becomes you well indeed to preſcribe 


* Blind-man's Buff. 


fe eaſy and happy, with- 


* to me! I know my duty, on this 
© occaſion, better ou. can, teach 
me.“ So ſaying, pull the grocer 
out of my cloſet, and ſent; him back to 
ſell Pepper and cloves at Oviedo. What 
he ſaid, however, did at ail of hav- 
ing ſome effect I * myſelf 
with being an unnatural. fon, and was 
melted accordingly. I recalled. the 
care they had taken of my infancy and 
education; I. conſideced the duty I 
owed to my parents ;, and my — * 
tions were attended with ſome tran- 
ſports of acknowledgment,. which, 
however, came to nothing: they were 
ſoon ſtifled by my ingratitude, and 
ſucceeded by profound oblivion, There 
ate many parents eee 
the lame ange- „ Ute Bono: L 
The avarice andamhition with which 
I vas paſſeſſed, entixelg changed my 
diſpoſition. I loſt all my gaiety, be- 
came abſent and tho als in a word, 
a miſerable animal. Fabricio, ſeeing 
me altogether bent on ſacrificing to 
Fortune, and very much detached | Aa 
him, came but ſeldom to my houſe, 
where one day he could not help ſay- 
ing, Truly, Gil Blas, thou art 
0 E my knowledge: be- 
« tore thy coming to court, thou waſt 
always eaſy and tranquil ; at preſent, 
thou art inceſſantly agitated with pro- 
ject after project to enrich thyſelf; 
and the more wealth thou haſt got, 
the more wouldſt thou amaſs. Be. 
ſides, let me tell thee, thou no longer 
treateſt me with that effuſion of the 
heart, and freedom of behaviour, 
which are the ſoul of friendſhip; on 
the contrary, thou wrappeſt thyſelf 
up, and concealeſt from me thy ſe- 
cret views ; nay, I can perceive con- 
ſtraint in all thy civilities towards 
me: in ſhort, Gil Blas is no longer 
the ſame Gil Blas whom I formerly 
© knew,” 

© You joke, ſure!" ſaid I, with an 
air of indifference; I can't perceive 
any change in myſelf.— Thy own 
* eyes are no judges,” anſwered he; 
© they are bewitched : believe me, th 
© metamorphoſis is but too true. Seal. 
© ſincerely, my friend: Do thou and 
© I live together as formerly? When 
© I uſed to knock at thy door in the 
© morning, - cameſt in perſon to open 
it, very often half aſleep; and I en- 


© tered 
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© tered thy chamber without ceremony, 
Now, behold the difference : thou art 
attended by half a ſcore of lacqueys; 
© I am obliged to wait in thy anti- 
chamber, and ſend in my name be- 
fore I can ſpeak with thee: then, 
© how am I received! with a forced 
© politeneſs, and air of importance; fo 
© that my viſits ſeem tedious and tire- 
* ſome. Doſt thou think ſuch a recep- 
tion can be agreeable to one who has 
© lived with thee on the footing of a 
© comrade? No, Santillane, no; T1 
can't put up with it.  Farewe]! Let 
us part friends, and get rid of one 
another: thou of one who cenſures 
thy behaviour, and I of a rich up- 
ſtart ho has forgot himſelf.” | 
I found myſelf more irntated than 
reclaimed by his 'reproaches, and | 
him go without making the leaſt effort 
to detain him. In my opinion, at that 


time, the friend ii of a poet was not 


xe 
- 


a « «a k 


\ 
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of ſuch value as that I ſhould be afflic 
ed at the loſs of it: 1 found abyn. 
dance of conſolation in the acquain- 
tance of ſome ſmall officers of the 
King, to whom of late I was trial 

connected by a ſimilitude of diſpoſi- 
tion. The greateſt part of theſe new 
companions were people who ſprung 
T knew not Kei wm" arrived at 
their poſts merely by the happy influ. 
ence * their Kar. They had h 
made their fortunes; and the wretches, 
aſcribing to their own merit the wealth 
which had been heaped upon them by 
the bounty of the king, forgot them- 
felves as well as 1 did. We looked 
upon ourſelves as very reſpectable per- 
ſonages. O Fortune! how are th 

favours uſually diſpenſed ! The Stoick 
Epictetus was 2 in the right, 
Wei he, compared thee to a youn 

lady of faſhion who proſtitutes herſe 

to the embraces of footmen. N 


' 


END OF THE EIGHTH BOOK. 
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BOOK IX. 


C HAP. I. 


SCIPIO ADVISES GIL BLAS TO MAR- 
RY. PROPOSES THE DAUGHTER 


OF A RICH AND NOTED GOLD»: 


SMITH FOR HIS WIFE: THE 
' STEPS WHICH WERE. TAKEN IN 
CONSEQUENCE OF THIS ADVICE, 


NE evening, after the 

company which hag ſup- 

O ped with me was gone, 

| ſeeing myſelf alone with 
Scipio, I aſked what he 

had done that day. A 
maſter · piece] he replied: *I intend 
© to have you married to the only 
daughter of a goldſmith of my ac- 
* quaintance,'—- The daughter of a 
« goldſmith l' cried I, with an air of 
dildain ; haſt thou loſt thy ſenſes ? 
* how canſt thou propoſe a wife from 
© the city? One who has certainly 
©* merit, and is on a ſure footing at 
* court, ought to entertain more ele- 
© vated views, methinks.— How, Sir!” 
replied Scipio z * ſure you are not in 
* earneſt : conſider that the male alone 
* ennobles;z and be not more delicate 


© than a thouſand noblemen, whe 
names I can mention. Do you 8 
© that the heireſs in queſtion is _ = 
an hundred thouſand ducats ? Is we | 
© this a fine morſel of plate? When 
I heard him talk of ſuch around ſum, 
Airy ans — x I — 
aid I to my ſecretary; * the 
6 —— me: when ſhall I — 
© it ?*—* Softly, Sir, he replied ; a 
< little patience: I muſt firſt commu- 
© nicate the propoſal to her. father, 
© and obtain his conſent.— Good! 
ſaid I, laughing heartily : are you 
© ſtill thereabouts? I find the mar - 
© riage is far advanced.” —* Farther 
than you imagine, anſwered he; I 
© want only an hour's converſation 
with the goldſmith, and will anſwer 
for his confent. But before we 
ceed, let us come to a compoſition, 
© if you pleaſe. Suppoſe I procure for 
C thoſe hundred thoufand ducats, 
* how many will fall to my ſhare? 
© Twenty thouſand,” I replied. © Hea- 
© ven bepraiſed |' ſaid he; I limit the 
© acknowledzment to ten thouſand : 
© for once, you are more generous 
© than I. To-morrow I will ſet this 
* negociation on foot; and you may 


* depend 
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depend upon it's ſucceſs ; otherwiſe 
© I am but an aſs.' In effect, two 
y after, he ſaid, I have ſpoke to 
* Signior Gabriel Salero the goldſmith, 
© and have extolled your credit and 
your merit ſo much, that he liſtened 
to the propoſal I made, of acceptin 
— for a ſon - in- law; and you hal 

ave his daughter, with an hundred 
thouſand ducats, provided you can 
make it plainly appear that you are 
© in favour with the miniſter.—“ If 
© that be the caſe,” anſwered I to Sci- 
pio; I ſhall be married very ſoon: 
but, a-propos, haſt thou ſeen the 
© girl? is ſhe bandfome ?*— © Not fo 
1 — as the dowry, ſaid he: 
© between you and me, this rich heir- 
© eſs is not a very beautiful creature 
. * but, luckily, that you don't mind.” 
— No, faith, my child,“ ſaid I; * we 
* courtiers only marry for the ſake of 
© marrying, and look for beauty no 
« where but in the wives of our friends. 
If it happens to centre in our own, 
« we take fo little notice of it, that it 
© is but juſt in them to puniſh us for 
© our neglect.“ 

This is not all,” reſumed Scipio; 
© Signior Gabriel invites you to ſup- 
per — and we have agreed, 
that you ſhall not talk of marriage. 
There will be ſeveral merchants of 
© his acquaintance preſent at the en- 
* certuinment,” where you ſhall appear 
only as a ſimple gueſt; and to-mor- 


© row he will ſop with you in the ſame 
manner. By this you may ſee that 
© he wants to ſtudy your temper, be- 


fore he proceeds; fo that you muſt 
© be upon your guard before him. 
* Zooks!' faid I, with an air of con- 
fidence; let him examine me as nar- 


* rowly as he pleaſes; I will loſe no- 


thing by his ſcrutiny.” 

All this was punctually executed: 
I repaired to the houſe of the 
imith, Who received me as familiarly 
as if we had already vifired one another 
feveral times. He was an honeft citi- 
zen, polite haffa porfiar “, as the fay- 
ing is. 


Eugenia his wife, and young Gabriela 


his davghter, to whom I paid abun- 


dance of compliments, without in- 


fringing the treaty. I ſaid a great 


many nothings, in very ſpeeious words, 
according to the cuſtom of courtiers. 


d- 


He introduced me to Signiora 
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Gabriela (no ditparagement to my 
15 


ſecretary) 4 not at all d 

agreeable; whether on account of her 
being richly dreſſed, or that I looked 
upon her through the dowry, I know 
not. What a fine houſe did Signior 


Gabriel poſſeſs! I believe there was 


more filver in it than in all the mines 


of Peru; that metal preſented itſelf to 
the view, in al corners, under a thou- 
ſand different ſhapes. Every room, and 
that in particular wftere we ſupped, 
was a perfect treaſure. What a noble 
ſpeRacle was this for the eyes of a ſon- 
in-law ! The old man, that he might 
do the greater honour to his entertain- 
ment, had aſſembled five or fix mer- 
chants, perſons equally grave and te- 
dious: they ſpoke of nothing but com- 
merce; and their diſcourſe might have 
been called a conference of factors, 
rather than the converſation of friends 
at ſupper. 

Next night I treated my goldſmith 
in my turn; and as it was not in my 
power to dazzle him with plate, had 
recourſe to an illuſion of a different 
kind, I invited to ſupper thoſe of my 
friends who made the beſt figure at 
court, and whom I knew to be ambiti- 
ous fellows, who ſet no bounds to their 
deſires. Theſe — talked of nothing 
but pomp, of ſplendid and lucrative poſts 
to Shieh 1 and this bad 
it's effect: citizen Gabriel, con- 
founded by their ideas, found 
himſelf, in ſpite of his wealth, a mean 
mortal in compariſon of theſe gentle- 
men, As for my own part, — 
the man of moderation, I ſaid I wou 
be 2 middling Ar ; 
twenty thouſand ducats a year, or lo, 
Upon which, theſe greedy hunters of 
honour Md riches cried, I was in the 
—— that a man who (like me) 
was ved by the prime- miniſter, 

t not to reſtrict himfelf to ſuch 4 
trifle, The father-in-law Joſt not 4 
ſyllable of what was faid, and 1 2 

obſerved him very well ſatis hed 
he retired.” ' | | 

Seipio did not fail to viſit bim next 
morning, and afk if he was pleaſed 
with my behaviour: I am charmed 
« with it?” replied the citizen; the 
« young mai has won my beart, But, 
© Signior Seipio, added he, I con- 
jure you, by our old acquaintance, 


® Even to obſtinacy.. 


© to 


© unhappy, do you think 


© have propoled him to you for a ſoo - 
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ſoedk ſincerely. We have all our 
bf ery lola as you know z tell 
t 4 that of Signior Santillane : is * 
© a gameſter? i is hearake? What is 
© vicious | inclination ? Pray, don' geek. 
© ceal it.. You affront me, Signior 


Gabriel, by aſking ſuch a queſtion,” 


replied tlie mediator: 1 am not ſo 
much in my maſter's intereſts as in 
© yours, If he had any bad quality, 
© capable of making your daughter 


would 


© in-law ? No, faith ! I am too much 
e your humble ſervant, But, between 
© you. and me, I know no other fault 
; in him, but that of having no fault. 
© He is too modeſt for a young man.“ 
so much the better,” cried the gold 
ſmith ; I am glad of it. Go, friend; 
aſſure him that he ſhall have my 
* daughter, whom I would beſtow up- 
, on him, even if he was not beloyed by 
the miniſter,” 

My ſecretary had no ſooner inform- 
ed. me of this converſation, than I 
haſtened to Salero's houſe, to t ank 
him far his condeſcenſion. He had 
already ron his N e to his 
wife and daughter, who gave me to 
underſtand, b chat behaviour towards 
me, that the 
without reluctance. I carried my fa- 
ther-in-law, and preſented him to the 
Duke of Lery , to whom I had im- 

4 ths affair the preceding even- 
ing, His exce leney received him ve 
courteoully,. : ured him, that 
was very gla he had choſen, for bis 
ſon-in-law, à man for whom. he 
ſo much regard, and whom he 1 {ep 


ed to adv; an He oP Enlargef 
N ual Wes 1. 1 7 in ſhor i= 
of riel 


ſo Well „ that boneſt 

thought be, had, met in my Yorvip one 

of nn belt 17255 in Spain. H was 

ſo overjoyed, that the tear food in his 
e: fe claſp - me in his arms pt 


Nest. and 11 


8 on, I am 

© impatient to ed you Gabriela's hu. 

* band, that you ſhall be marned is 
* eight tan. at nk. A 


ef. mY 


ch BLAS,'BY ACCIDENT RE MEN 
BERS DON ALPHONSO DE LEYVA, 
AND DOES HIM A PIECE OF SER - 
det OUT OF VANITY. 


ſubmitted to his will 


titude © 
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1 * E order of my hiſtory requires, 
that I ſhould — my marriage 
for a moment, to recount the ſervice 
which I did to Don Alphonſo, my © ald 
maſter, whom I had entirely rgotten 
till now that I remembered him on 
this occaſion, The government of 
the city of Valencia became vacant : 
and when I heard this piece of news, 
I thought of Don Alphonſo de Leyva. 
I reflected, that this employment would 
ſuit. him admirably well; and, not ſo 


| much through fue ani 5 oftenta- 


tion, reſolved io it for | 
preſenting 97 my{ tif 71 2 
obtain the place, it do me in- 
nite honour. A ro g myſelf, there 
fore, to the Duke of 3 1 told hi 
that I had been Reward., 3 on C 
de Leyva and his ſon; at having 
al the reaſon in the dee ore them, 

I took the Iiberty a govern- 
ment of Valencia 1 either the one or 
the, other. The miniſter anſwered, 
« With all my heart, Gil Blas; 1 
© love to ſee — grate ful and 9 
© rous: Befides, l eſteem the family 
© thou ſpeakeſt o yra's . 
© been always. ood ſervants. to the 
© king, and. 2 chat place. 
* Thou mayelt diſpoſe of 8 . own 

© pleaſure: 1 Sie K fes ls ar à nup- 
* tal pie t. 

Ra viſhed wich my ſucce 1 went, 
without loſs of DER and defied. Cal- 
derona to make aut letterg- "moot foe 
Don er pag There, wound $ 

r.0 

ful | ene ene odrigg ach ae 
wk audience; 15 preſſi 1150 thong 
the crowd, I preſent wn 
door of his cloſet, which was 4 
224 Wt and dilplayed. a 5 

7 knits, AP IN — 
other people o conſequence, w 
2 L in thee turns, J's 
differe havzour to di Ferent 

2 => very remarkable : he — — 

"ih icht inglination of his 

head only; others he honoured with a 
bow, and conducted them I 
door. put (to ule the expreſbon) 
different ſhades, of conſideration in the 
civilities he 1 — 2 On one hands. 1 
perceived ſome cavaliers, who, 
at the little regard be paid to them, 
curſed in their hearts the „ 
compelied them tõ cripge to a2 
fellow. On the contrary, I obſerved 
a who laughed within themſelves 
0's at 
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at bis ridiculous ang ſelf-ſufficient de= A man in a very plain dreſs, and 
' portment. Though I made all theſe who did not at all appear what he was, 
e obſervations, I was not capable approached Calderona, and ſpoke to 
of profiting by them; for I behaved at him of a certain memorial, which he 
home juſt in the ſame manner, and faid he had preſented to the Duke of 
little minded whether my haughty car- Lerma. Don Rodrigo, who did not 
riage was blamed or approved, provid- even look at the cavalier, faid to him, 
ed it commanded reſpect. in a ſurly tone, What is your name, 
Pon Rodrigo having, by chance, caſt friend?“ I was called Francillo in 
his eyes upon me, haſti 3 a * my infancy, replied the cavalier, 
gentleman! to whom he was ſpeaking, very coolly; * ſiace that time I haye 
and coming up, embraced me with * had the appellation of Don Franciſco 
* demonſtrations of friendſhip that ſur- de Zuniga*; and, at preſent, my 
' prized me nota little. Ab, my dear name is the Count de Pedroſo. Cal- 
* colleague!” cried be; What affair derona, aſtoniſhed at theſe words, and 
* procures me the pleaſure of ſeeing finding that he had to do with a man 
© you here? Is there any thing in of the firſt quality, endeavoured to ex- 
© which 1 can ſerve you?” I told him cuſe himſeif. * Signior,* faid he to 
the cauſe of my vide; and he aſſured the count, I beg pardon, if not know. 
me in the moſt obliging terms, that ing yon—" I want none of th 
+ what I wanted ſhould be done by the * excules,* ſaid Francillo, with diſ- 
fame hour next day. He did not li- dain; I defpiſe thy apologies as 
mit his politeneſs to this, but condutt- much as thy incivility, Know, that 
ed me as far as the door of his anti- a miniſter's ſecretary ought to receive 
chamber, whither he never uſed to go * all forts of prople with good manners. 
except with grandees, and there em- Thou mayeſt, if thou wilt, be vain 
| braced me anew. © enough to look upon thyſelf as thy 
© What is the meaning of all this © matter's deputy; but don't forget 
civility ? ſaid I to myſelf, going out; that thou art only'his valet.” 
what can it forebode? Sure Calde- Though the haughty Don Rodrigo 
rona meditates my ruin. Perhaps he was very much mortified at this in- 
is deſirous of gaining my friendthip; cident, he did not become a whit more 
or, feeling his fayour on the decline, affable. As for my part, I marked 
cultivates me with a view of engag - this ſtroke, and reiolved to take care 
| ng my interceſhon with our patron how I behaved to people in giving au- 
© in his behalf.“ I did not know which dience, and never to be infolent but 
of theſe conjectures I ſhould adopt. with mutes. As Don Alphonſo's pa- 
- Next day, abc I returned, he treated tent was expedited, I cartied it away, 
me in the ſame manner, loading me with and ſent it by an expreſs to that young 
© civility and careffes; True, indeed, nobleman, wistfi letter from the Duke 
he bated a great deal of that politeneis of Lerma, in which his excellency in- 
in his reception of other 'pevple who formed him, that the king had named 
came to ſpeak with him. He was blunt bim to the government of Valencia f. 
with ſome, cold with ↄthers, and diſ- I togk no notice of the ſhare I had in 
obliging to every body: but all of thein this nomination; I would. not even 
were ſufficiently revenged by an adven- write; pleaſing myſelf with the hope of 
ture which happened, and which I eught telling him by word, of mouth, aud 
not to paſs over in filence, This will of furprizing him agteeably, when he 
© be an advice to the reader, for thoſe ' ſhould come to court, to take the vatlis 
* clerks and ſecretaries who ſhall read ir. "tor his employment. 


- fo v " 
W a „ a „„ „„ „ 


® Zuniga, one of the moſt ancient families of Caſtile. 9 5 

Valencia, the capital of che kingdom ot the ſame name, on the River Tutio. It is 

the ſee of an archbiſhop, and has an univerlity. Trade and manufactures flouriſh here; 

- the principal of the latter is that of filk, which the women and children ſpin betore cheit 

- houſes. They export large ot AO of wine, oil, and fruit; and the inhabitants have 

an caſy'and agreeable converſation, without any of that ſtiffneſs oblervable in the reſt of 

Spain 3 and, on the whole, the place is ſo agreeable ab to have obtained the name of Va- 
.. lencia ia bermaſa; Valencia the beautiful. 141A a 

2 2er 5 110A F. 
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ADYENTURES 
"CRAP. OC... 
rut PREPARATIONS FOR THE 
MARKIAGE OF GIL BLAS, AND 


THE CREAT EVENT THAT REN- 
DERED THEM USELESS. 


Le T us return to my fair Gabriela, 

whom I was to marry in eight 
days. Both parties prepared for the 
ceremony; Salero took off rich cloaths 
for the bride ; and I hired a chamber - 
maid, a pages and an old ſquire, for 
her attendants. All this was ordered 
by Scipio, who waited even more im- 
patiently than I for the day on which, 
the dowry was to be paid. 

On the wary. eceding that da 
ſo much defired, fopped at the houſe 
of my father-in-law, with uncles, 
aunts, male and female couſins, and 

ed the part of an hypocritical ſon- 
in-law to great perfection. I ſhewed 
great reſpect to the goldſmith and his 
wife, ated the ay * lover to Ga- 
briela, and behaved very courteouſl 
to the whole family, to whoſe flat diſ- 
courſe and cit-like obſervations I pa- 
tiently likened. Accordingly, at the 
— of my patience, I bad the good 
ortune to pleaſe all the relations. 
There was not one among them who 
did not ſeem glad of my alliance. 

The repaſt being ended, the com- 
pany removed into a great hall, where 
we were regaled with a concert of vocal 
and inftrumental muſick, which was 
not ill executed, although they had 


not choſen the beſt hands in Madrid. 


Several gay airs, with which our ears 
were agreeably entertained, put us all 
in ſuch good-humour, that we began 
to form country-dances. God knows 
how we performed, fince | was taken 
for a diſciple of Terpfichore z though I 
had no other principles of that art than 
two or three leſſons which I received 
from 'a coxcomb of a dancing-maſter, 
who came to teach the pages when I lived 
with the Marchioneſs of Chaves. After 
we had ſufficiently diverted ourſelves, it 
being time for each to think of retiring, 


1 was very prodigal of my hugs and 
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bows. Adieu, 


embracing me; * I will wait on you 


_ © to-morrow morning with the =” 
dear father !* 


* in good gold. — 
I replied, * you ſhall be very welcome.” 
Then wiſhing the family good night, 
I got into the coach that waited for 
me at the gate, and drove homewards. 
I was ſcarce two hundred paces from 
Signior Gabriel's houſe, when fifteen or 
twenty men, ſome a horſeback, others 
a-foot, armed with fwords and car- 
bines, ſurrounded the coach, and ſtop- 
= it, crying, * In the king's name!” 
hey made me come out in a burry, 
and threw me into a poſt-chaiſe, where 
the chief of theſe cavaliers mounting 
along with me, bid the driver — 
for Segovia. I ſoon gueſſed that m 
fellow-traveller was an honeſt alguazil,. 
whom I queſtioned about the cauſe of 
my impriſonment, But he anſwered 
in the uſual tone of thoſe gentlemen, 
that is, in a brutal manner, that he was. 
not obliged to tell me any thing of the 
matter. I obſerved, that perhaps he 
might be miſtaken in his man. No, 
no,“ ſaid he; © I know my buſineſs, 
© better, You are Signior de Santil- 
© lane; and you I have orders to con- 
duct to the place for which we are 
bound.“ Having nothing to N. 
I reſolved to hold my tongne. We 
travelled all the reſt of the night, a- 
long Manganarez, in profound ſilence, 
changed horſes at Colmenar, and ar- 
rived in the evening at Segovia ®, where 
I was locked up in the tower, +4 


CHAP. . » 


THE TREATMENT OF GIL BLAS 
IN THE TOWER OF SEGOVIA,,; 
AND THE MANNER IN WHICH HE, 
LEARNED THE CAVSE or 18 
IMPRISONMENT, | N 


TN began with putting 


to a dungeon, where I was left. 
upon ſtraw, like a malefa&or worthy of 
death, Here I paſſed the night, not in 


oe. 
gr” . 
mein 


* . 


for le ſaid Salers, | 


deploring my condition, for as yet , 


had not perceived the whole of my mi- 


* Segovia, a city of Old Caſtile in Spain, ſituated on the River Trio, over which is a - 
noble aqueduct built by Trajan. The principal mint of Spain 1s fixed in this city; and 
the wooilen manufacture here is the beſt in all Spain. It is encompaſſed with ſtrong walls, | 
adorned with lofty towers. Here is alſo a famous vaiverfity and biſhoprick. It lies thir» 


ty-five miles perth of Madrid. 


' 0 0-2: - fortune, 


- 
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fortune, but in taſkin remem-. 
brance to fog - elſe de my im- 
nment. I did not doubt that it 
as the work of Calderona; neverthe- 
fs, though 1 ſyſpeRted that he had 
diſcovered the whole, I could not con- 
ceive how he had prevailed upon the 
Duke of Lerma to treat me fo cruelly, 
Sometimes I imagined that I had been 
arrefted without the knowledge of his 
excelſency ;' and ſometimes I thought 
that he himſelf was the cauſe of my 
misfortune, for ſome political reaſons 
ghar often induce miniſters to uſe their 
avourites in this manner. | 
1 was ſtrongly agitated by theſe dif- 
ferent conſectures, when the light of 
ay, penetrating through a little grate, 
ſented to my view the horror of the 
place in which I was. I then grieved 
Without moderation, and m eyes be- 
came two ſources of tears, Which the 
12membrance of my proſperity render- 
ed ine yhauſtible. Whit. I abandoned 
myſeff to my ſorrow, a turnkey came 
into my dungeon, with a loaf and a 
Pitcher of water, for the day's allow- 
ce. 72 looked at me, ang obſerving 
chat my face was bathed in tears, gaoler 
ad he was, felt anemotion of pity. * Sig- 
nor Priſoner,” faid he, don't deſpair: 
u muſt not be ſo ſenfibleof the viciſ- 
0 175 of life; you are young, and will 
«ſte berter days. Meanwhile, eat the 
« king's allowance with a good Een 
My comforter went out when he ha 
pronounced theſe words, to which I 
nfade no anſwer but by groans and la- 
mentations. I ſpent the whole day in 
curſing my fate, without thinking of 
— * to ovifion, which, 
to me, in my preſent ſituation, ſeemed 
not ſo much a preſent of the king's 
as the effe& of his rage; ſince 


it ſerved rather to prolong than aſſuage | 


the pains of the unhappy. _ 

Ni@ ht, in the mean (ime, arrived, and 
immediately a great 'noiſe of keys at- 
trated my attention. The door af my 
dufigeon opened; and a moment after, a 


maneftering with a candle in his hand, 
ignior Gil 


approached me, faying, © $ | 
« Blas, behold one of 0 old friends. 
« | arm chat Don Andrea de Torde- 
.< fiffas who lived with you at Grena- 

0 and was gentleman to the arch- 

i while you was in fayour with 
© that'prelate, You deſired him, if 
« you may remember, to employ bis 
Kredit in my behalf, and by his in- 


- - 


OF, Sr Ne- 
* tereſt I was named for an employ. 
ment in ico but, 4 d of em- 
c dating ner in x ſtopped in 
© the cizy.of Alicant, wheze I married 
© the N him cho command- 
7 ed the A © 1175 2 train of ad- 

veritures which I recount to you 
0 1 and by, fy. Ro icons Leger 
* of the tower of Segovia,. I have ex- 
© preſs orders to keep ou from the 
e h of every * |, to make 
1 als upon ftraw, we live upon 
© bread and water only. But I hays 
too much humanity not to pity your 
ene belidgs, you 1 one 
© me ſeryice; and my gratitude pre- 
© vails over the orders which 1 ju 
© feceived. © Far from, being. the in» 
* ſtrument of that cruelty, which they 
Would exerciſe upon vou, I intend 
* ta ſoften the rigour of pour fate. 
Get up, and folfow 1 

Although Mr. Keeper well deſerved 
my thanks, my underſtanding was ſa 
much diſturbed, that I could not an · 
ſwer one word, IT did not fail, how- 
ever, to follow him, through a court, 


and up a narrow fair, to à {mall room, 


quite a- top of the tower. 1 was not a 
little ſurprized, when I entered this 
chamber, to ſee two lights hurnipg in 
brazen candleſticks, and two handſame 
covers on a table. The victugls will be 
prelently brought,” ſaid Tordeſillas z 
and we will ſup here together, I have 
deſtined this retreat fox. your lodge, 
ing, where you will life much more 
comfortably. than in yeur dungeon. 
Vou will ſee from your window the 
flowery banks of the Erema, and the 
delightful valley which extends from 
the feet of the mountains that ſepa» 
rate the two Caſtiles, as far as Coca, 
I. Know. that at firſt you will not be 
very. ſenſible of ſuch a ſine proſpect; 
but when the violence of your grie 
Mall be mellowed by time into a ſoft 
melancholy, you will take pleaſure 
in making an excurſion with your 
eyes over ſuch agreeable objects. Be- 
ſides, you may be aſſured of being 
well provided in linen, and other ne - 
ec lſartes befiting a gentleman of de- 
licacy and taſte. Moreover, you ſhall | 
ave a good bed, comfortable diet, 
and be turniſhed with as many books 
as you chuſe to read. In a word, 
6 you ſhall be as well treated as a pri- 
6 Paste be. 
inding myſelf a liule eaſed by ſuch 
| . obliging 


* 


9 „ „„ „ „ „% „ „„ „% % K on a ac © © 
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obliging offers, I took coura ve 
my gaoler a thouſaand thanks, told im 
that he recalfed me to life eh ene · 
Nee and that L wiſhed 1 

ver again have an. op ortunity 

of bien y gtatitude, * why 
not have © oppe rtunity?” he re- 
plied. you think, & N. loſt 
ina livery Tor eyer ? You are miſ- 
and'Tdareaſſure you, that you 

c 2 be quit for a few months im- 
© priſanment.'—* What ik you, Sig- 
© nior Yon Andrea l cried I; * it ſeems 
then you know the, cauſe of my mil- 
4 f e. I cotifeſs;” Aid he, 1 


© 2m not ighorant 9 1 3 The 
G alguazil, who by you bither, 
mere the ea 4 e 


- ſhaft now reveal it. 

© He told me, that the Vit, 5 Sing 
informed of your having, in congert 
© with the Count de Lemos, carried the 
© Prince of Spain to the houſe of a ſu- 
ſpeckech lady, had, to puniſh you both, 
wexileck the count, and Tent. you to the 
tower of Segovia, to be treated with 
«© alt the . which you. have expe - 


«© rienced fince your art val. — And 
„how, aid} .? did this affair come 
to the E dge of the king ? it is 


that cixgcumWMyce in particular, * 2 
«which I walft to de informed. — 
* And that circumftance, he replied, 
is what 'I could 

Wil, who in al likelihood is hizm- 
6 fn ignorant of the Matter.“ 

"Here our coriverſation was interrupt- 
ed by the entrance of ſeveral valets, 
who brought up ſupper. They put 
upon the table ſome bread, two cups, 
twc botttes, and three large diſhes, in 
one of which there was a ragout of 
hare, with plenty of onions, oil, and 
ſaffron; ap olta podrida in anather ; 
and the third contaĩned a turkey - povyt 
on a marmalade of berengena . When 
Tordefiltas ſaw that we had eve 
thing we wanted, he ſent away his 
ſervants, not caring that the 
overhear our diſcourſe; and havi 
locked the door, we fate down at table 
oppokre to one another. Let us be- 


© gin,” fai be, with what is moſt. m 


© neeiifal. You mult have a good a 
petite, after a fait of two days.” $ 


ſaying, he loaded my plate with vie- 


ot learn from the 


ſhould 
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wales Paging ing, that he ſerved ope 
ive ; and really be had! 
9 1 would ſtuff 0 bis 
ragouts. Nevertheleſs, baulked his 
expectagion; and how bln * my 
cougition required food, J could not 
ſwallow a morſel; 66 mycþ did I take 
to Ae my Preſent ſruztion, To diſs 
* eruel images which, incelfaanly 
5 ed me, my keeyer in vain ex- 
hoxted me to ivk,. b yextolling the 
excellency of his, wine, Had he given 
me.peRax, I ſhould have drank it with- 
out pleaſure at that time. He per- 
ceived my chagrin, and <hapging his 
battery, began to a in a plea- 
nt manger the hiſto] has on 
maria Bat I de narration 
with. fu ach abſence Monghte that, 
when it was ended, x, cou > gt ay 
repeated one word of what he . ſaid 4 
He copcluded, that he undertook toa 
much, in attempting to divert my ſor. 
ro that evening; . 85 2 1 
was over, 17 yg, 
© de Stine, 5 eave, — _—_ 
{our repoſe, of „to muſe 
iſure upon par pa; ortune. dar 
©T repeat 4 again, 17 ill not be of 
© long duration : the k M4 is naturally 
ood; when his wrath, Ws an 
Mall reflect upon the de plotable 
4 ! in which be believes Yau 2 
© be, he will think you -ſulcientl 
« puniſhett. 80 ie r, Kee 
went down fairs, and ſept yp his lex-. 
vants to uncover the table. hey car- 
ried aff every thing, even to the can- 
dles, and I went to bed by the melag- 
choly light LYLE that, was un 
the wal EA ' 


CHAP. V. 


HIS REFLECTIONS BEFORE HE, 
WENT TO SLEEP, AND. AN A- 
Four OF THE Noise THAT. 

WAKED HIM. | 


I Spent two hours at leaſt in reflect 
ing upon what Tordeſillas had told 

I am confined here then, ſaid 
1 8 myſelf, * for having conta buted 
© to the pleaſures of the heir · apparent. 


© How improdent was I, in daing ſer- 


®* Olls ide, a diſu compoſed af all ſarts of food. 
7 2 a fruit growing. like a cucumdet, and viel wa French * with 


mycrap, Fe. 
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© vices; of that kind to fo young 2 
prince ; for his tender years alone 
make me guilty! Had he been in a 
© more advanced age, the king would, 
*: perhaps, have laughed at that which 
© now incenſes him ſo much. But 
© who can have given ſuch a piece of 
information to that monarch, with- 
<. out fearing the reſentment of the 
« prince, or that of the Duke of Ler- 
© ma, who will, doubtleſs, revenge his 
nephew the Count de Lemos? How 
© then has the king diſcovered it? that 
L cannot comprehend.” | 
* Hither my doubts always returned. 
The idea, however, that afflifted me 
moſt, that drove me to deſpair, and 
from which my mind could not de- 
tach itſelf, was the pillage to which I 
concluded my effects had been aban- 
doned. * My ſtrong box l cried T; © my 
& dear riches, what is become of you! 
© into whoſe hands are you fallen? 
© Alias! I have loſt you, even in leſs 
© time than that'in which you were 
© aniafſed?*” I painted to myſelf the 
diſorder that muſt then reign in my. 
houſe; and, on that ſubject, made re- 
flections, every one more melancholy 
than another. The confuhon of is 
many different thoughts threw me into 
an on that became favourable ; 
and fleep, which had avoided me the 
preceding night; ſhed his influence over 
my ſenſes. To this the goodneſs of 
the bed, the fatigue which I had un- 
dergone, as well as the yapours of the 
victuals and wine, contributed. I en- 
joyed a profound fleep ; and, probably, 
the day would have ſurprized me bo 
this condition, had I not been waked 
all of a ſudden by a noiſe pretty ex- 
traordinary for a priſon. I heard the 
found of a guittar, accompanied with 
a man's voice. I liſtened with atten- 
tion, and, hearing no more, be- 
lieved it was a dream : but, in a mo- 
ment, 'my ear was ſtruck again with 
the ſound of the inſtrument, and the 
o_ voice, which ſung the following 
es. 


Ay de mi! un ano felice 

Parece un Jople ligers; 
Pero fin dicha un inſtante 
Es wn fighs te tormento *, 
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1 4 ſorrow was. encreaſed by this 
couplet, which ſeemed to have been 
made'on purpoſe for me. * I have but 
© tos well experienced the truth of 
c Nen qr yak 4 0 T the 
ſeaſon of my proſperity paſſed away 
c — ſoon, 4 that 1 have been "4 
© ready a whole age in priſon.” I re- 
lapſed into à terrible reverie, and be- 


n again to deplore my fate, as if I 
had ka wh pleaſure in . taſk. My 


lamentations, however, ended with the 


night; and the firſt rays of the ſun, 
with which my chamber was enlight-. 
ened, à little calmed my 3 1 
got up to air my room, by opening 
the — 144 and ſurveyed * N 
try, of which I remembered Mr. Keep- 
er had given ſuch a fine deſcriptian, 
But I covld find, nothing to juſtit 
what he had ſaid; the Erema, whic 
J imagined was at leaſt equal to the 
Tagus, appeared to be no more than 
a rivulet, it's flowery banks were be- 
decked with the nettle and thiſtle only, 
and the pretended delightful 8 pre- 
ſented nothing to my view but lands 
for the moſt part batren, and unculti- 
vated. Probably, 1 was not yet ar- 
rived at that ſweet melancholy, which. 
made things appear otherwiſe than I 
beheld them at that time. 
I began to put on my cloaths, and 
was already half dreſſed, when Tor- 
defillas came in, followed by an old 
woman ſervant, who brought ſhirts and 
towels for my uſe. © Signor Gil Blas,” 
ſaid he, here is linen: don't be fru- 
gal of it; for I ſhall take care to let 
© you have as much as you can uſe. 
Well, added he; how did you paſs 
© the night? were your ſorrows ſu- 
8 ſpended for a few moments by ſleep?” 
— I ſhould have ſlept, perhaps, till 
now, anſwered I, had I not been 
© awaked by a voice accompanied by 
© 'a 222 The cavalier who has 
* diſturbed your repoſe,” ſaid he, * is 
* a ſtate- priſoner, whoſe chamber is 
* contiguous to yours. He is a knight 
© of the military order of Calatrava, 
and has a very amiahle character: 
his name is Don Gaſton de Cogol- 
© los. You may, if you pleaſe, viſit 
© and eat with one another. You will 
© find a mutual conſolation in each 


„ 
* Alaz! a year of pleaſure paſſes like a fleeting breeze ; but a moment of misfortune 


- {roms an age of pain,” 


6 qther's 


= 


© other's acquaintance, which will be 
very agreeable to both.” 
I affured Don Andrea that I was 
extremely ſenſible of his kindneſs in 
itting me to unite my grief with 
that of the cavalier ; and as I expreſſed 
ſome impatience to be acquainted with 
that companion in misfortune, our 


obligiog keeper procured me the plea- 


ſure that very day z and carried me to 
dinner with Don Gaſton, who ſur- 


prized me with his beauty and fine 
Fa You * judge what he muſt 
be, to make ſuch a ſtrobg impreſſion 


upon eyes accuſtomed to behold the 
moſt ſhining youth at court. Imagine 
to yourſelf a man made for love, one 
of thoſe heroes of romance, who, b 
Gewing themſelves only, could ro 
in of their reſt, Add to this, 
at Nature, which uſually deals out 


'her gifts ſparingly, had endued Co- 


gollos with a great deal of underſtand- 
ng ent valour ; ſo that he was a per- 
cavalier. 

If I was charmed by this knight, I 
had alſo the good fortune to be agree- 
able to him. He no more ſung in the 
night, for fear of incommoding me, 
notwithſtanding my entreaties that he 
would not conſtrain himſelf on my ac- 
count. An intimacy is ſoon contracted 
between two perſons o by mis- 
fortune. A tender friendſhip was the 
immediate'conſequence of our acquain- 
tance, and became ſtronger and ſtronger 
every day. The liberty we enjoyed of 
converſing t er when we pleaſed, 
was very uſeful to us both; fiance, by 
our diſcourſe, we aided one another, 
reci ly, to bear our misfortunes 
with patience. 

One afternoon, entering his room, 
Juſt as he was going to play on his 
guittar, that I might hear him the 
more conveniently, I ſate down on a 


| Rool, which was all the ſeat he had; 


and he placing. himſelf on his bed's 
feet, played a very moving air, and 
ſung words to it, which expreſſed the 
deſpair to which the cruelty of a lady 
reduced her lover. When he had done, 
1 aid to him, with a ſmile, © Signior 
* Knight, theſe are words which you 
* was never obliged to employ in your 
„ amiours : you are too accompliſhed 
* to find the women, cruel,'—" You 


have too good an opinion of me, 
be replied; * 1 compoſed, in my own 
the yerſey, which you have 


U 
behalf, : 
Orr N 
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heard, to ſoften a heart which I be- 
© lieved harder than diamond; and 
move to compaſſion a lady who treat- 
© ed me with extreme rigour. I muſt 
© entertain you with that . ſtory, b 
© which you will allo learn the can 
« of my misfortune, 


CHAP, VI, 
THE HISTORY OF DON GASTON br 


COGOLLOS, AND DONNA HELENA 
DE GALISTEO. | | 


OT much leſs than four years 
ago, I ſet out from Madrid 
for Coria, to viſit Donna Eleonora 
de Laxarilla, my aunt, one of the 
richeſt widows in Old Caſtile, whoſe 
heir I am. I was no ſooner arrived 
at her houſe, than love began to in- 
vade my repoſe, The windows of 
my apartment faced the lattices of a 
lady who lived g= to my aunt's 
houſe; and I could eaſily perceive 
her, by the aſſiſtance of the width of 
her grates, and the narrowneſs of 
the ſtreet. I did not neglect the op- 
rtunity ; and found my neighbour 
o handſome, that I was enchanted 
at once. I expreſſed my paſſion ſo 
plainly, by my eyes, that ſhe could 
not be miſtaken. She perceived it 
accordingly ; but was not at all diſ- 
poſed to pride herſelf in the diſco- 
very, and till leſs to anſwer my co- 
quetries. | | 
] madeenquiries about this dange- 
rous perſon who captivated hearts ſo 
ſuddenly ; and learned that her name 
was Donna Helena; that ſhe was the 
only daughter of Don George de Ga- 
liſteg, who poſſeſſed a rich manor 2 
few leagues from Coriaz that many 
matches had been in, her offer; but 
her father rejected them all, becauſe 
he was reſolved to give her in mar- 
riage to his nephew Don Auguſtine 
de Olighera, who, in the mean time, 
had the privilege of ſeeing and con- 
verſing with his coulin every day. 
1 was not diſcouraged by this piece 
of information ; on the contrary, gt 
inflamed my paſſion 3, and the proud 
pleaſure of ſupplanting a beloved ri- 
val excited me, perhaps, even more 
© than my love, to purſue my point, 
I continued, then, to addye len 
with the moſt paſſionate owl! 
Cath; 
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„ fupplicated her pid Felicia in the 
© fante language, is order to implore 
© her affiftance. I even talked on my 
© fingers : but theſe gallantries we 

* of no uſe. I made as little impre(- 
© fion"6h the maid ss on her miſtreſs ; 
they ſeemed equially crutt and inac- 
© ceſhble. - 

Since they refuſed to anſwer the 
language of my eyes, I had recourſe 
© to other interpreters ; and {ct people 
t to work, to diſcover what acquain- 
© rances Felicia had in town. "hey 
got notice, that an old gentlewoman, 
© called Theodora, was her belt friend, 
© and that they often viſited one ano- 
ther. Overjoyed at this diſcovery, 
© 1 went to 'Theodora in perſon, and, 
© by preſents, engaged her in my in- 
7 + She eſpouled my cauſe, pro- 
© miſed to procure for me a private 
* converfation with her friend at her 
© houſe, and 17 her promiſe the very 
© next day. „Jam no longer unhap- 
% yy,” faid I to Felicia; © ſince my 
« misfortunes have excited your com- 
«© paſſion. How much am I indebted 
e to your friend, for having prevailed 
upon you to grant me the ſatisfac- 
* tion of an interview!“ —“ Signior,' 
© anſwered the, Theodora can do 
% any thing with me; the lias engag- 
«ed me in your behalf; and if it be 
** in my power to make you happy, 
«« you ſhall ſoon enjoy your with ; but, 
"tc with all wy good will, I don't know 
4% that I can give you much aſſiſtance: 
fox, not to flatter you, you have ne- 
de ver formed a more difficult enter- 
« prize. You are iu love with a lady 
*© who is prepoſſeſſed in favour of 
«another cavalier ; and what fort of 
4% Tady! one fo full of pride and Gt. 
% fimulation, that if, by dint of perſe- 
« yerance and aſſiduity, you mould 
e ſyreced fo far as to colt her ſome 
er fiphs, don't imagine that her pride 
© will Hive you the pleaſure of Near- 
1 ing tem. —“ Ak1 my dear Feli- 
* cia l“ ctied I, in a tranſport of grief; 
«why de you deſeride the” obſtacles 
*© which 1 have to ſurmount! Tam 
tc aſſaſſinated by your.” information | 
* deceive me rather than drive me to 
deſpaitr”” So faying, I took one of 
© her hands, and preffing it in min 
put Upon lier finger a diamond th 
* three hugdred pilkoles,, accompanied 
by ſuch moving expreſſtons as brought 
the teurs into Hepeyes. * 
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«* She was too much affected by 
« diſcourſe, and tco well Fathv Rd wid 
<© my bettaviour, to leave me àltoge- 
© ther without conſolation. She be 
„to ſmnavth| the difficulties 4 little; 
< faying, * Signier, what I have re- 
ve eee not to deprive you 
« 'of hope. "Your rival, tis true, ls 
% not Hated ; he is at Tiberty to come 
« and vifit his chuſin, and talk to her 
„ wiſtnever he, pleaſes; und eons is a 
« cifeumtaner favodrable for you. 
„% Their brig; accuſtomed to ſes one 
« another every day, renders their co. 
4% verfation A little fanguid : they feet 
« to aſt without pain, un me 
„ again without Pleaſure; one wb 
© think they were already married. 
a word, 1 don't 'perceive that 1 
miftrefs has a Molent n 
Don Auguſtine : beſides, as to'pet- 
ſonal qualifications, there is a dif 
0 ference between you and him that 
„% muft turn fo your 'account in the 
« eyes of ſuch a many B$tvry lady 
„ ag Donna Helena. Be not diſcou- 
<« raged, therefore : continue your gal- 
&« lantry, which I will cond; and 1 
« will not let flip one opportunity of 
«© making every thing you do to pleafe 
© Her tend to yout ddvantage with 
« miſtreſs, In vain ffrall the attem 
* to difgatſe" her ſentiments; I 
„ ſoon difcover them, id ſpite of 
& diſſimulation.“ mY 
After this converſation, Felicia and 
« I parted, very well fatisfed with one 
Another. I prepared anew to ogle 
Don George's daughter, whom I 
© treated with a ſerenade, iu which the 
< verfes you Rave heard were fi 
Da fine voice, which I had provi 
* for the purpoſe.  'Afrer rhe concert, 
the maid; in order to ſound her miſ- 
© trefs, aſked how the hack been entex- 
« tained; The voice,“ ſaid Donua 
„Helena, © gabe mie pleaſufe. 
„ And were not the words which Wes 
10 Tons. very  trovirg po replied 1 
© maid, I paid n attention to them, 
« fait the' kady z.“, I lidened te the 
„tune orfty.; I took no notice of the 
ce vertes, (neither do 1 deſire to toy 
% who gave the” (ertmade.” = If chat 
« he the calt,* tried the walking wa- 
man, « p6of Don Gon de 7 55 
wv is far our in His tetKoning, ind ngt 
very wife iu ſpending his dite in 
% tos ao uttices. P erha 
% it may avt be he, fait che ” 
« coldly, 
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7 # cataly, , # but wins other cavalier, 

re, has declared his paſh lin or me 

A by this concert.“ —* Pardon me, 

4 Madam,” 988 ia; it is 
& no other than 

2 token, that He accolted me this morn - 

a in the ſtreet, and begged me 

ell you, that he adores you, in 

4 for te of the figour with which you, 

2 55 his ieee A and that; in ort, 


pi ke ould think Welk the | e 40 
] 


"of mankind, if you would 
* him to manifeſt his paſſion in 12 
@ uſual courſe of "agg Od 
4 diſcousſe, added ficiently 
4 proves t it I am not niltaken.” 
Don George's daughter changed 
countenante_ all of a ſudden, an 
darting a ſeyere look at her 72 
4 Yin might have diſpenſed, 
7 ſhe, 6 wit repeating that hog, 
te nent converſation — me, Let me 
&* have no ſich reports for the future, 
64 if) you pleaſe; and if he raſh youth 
&« ſhall have the preſumption to Tpeak 
4e to you; Again, tel] him to make is 
- ff eſles to one who will regard his 
Nantry, more e T de, and to 
10 © Heß a more W paſtipne 
64 than that of being all day lon ri his 
7 windows, to ob erte what I do in 
artment 
e f this was faithfully deine ta 
© me, in a ſecond interview with Fe: 
c licia, who, pretending that I mu 
© ng take the Pers, of he miftreſs-in 
« za literal ſenſe, would h ave perſuaded 
© me that 5 8 went on ſwimm 
© ingl who was ignorant of 
E FT A a d 74 d not believe that the 
c 70 oo be explained in my N 
© vour, . diltrulted the commentary | 
6 made, K She [aughed . Ge 
4 #Þ Bog paper and ink, and ſaid, 
jght, write immediately 
y 5 nl Helena 'n the ityle of a 
15 deſpe n lover. , Paint your ſuf. 
« ue * % moſt paſhonate co- 
2 g ae in particular, complain 
« of hex prohibiting, you to appear at 
oe our windows, Promiſe to obey 
2 but t the ſame time aſſure er, 
« that it it will coſt you your life. Put 
« this into ſuch. expreſſions as you 
entlemen are ſo well ſkilled in, and 
& ſeave the reſt to me. 1 hope the 
« event, will do more honour to my pe: 
netration 3 ou imagine. 
X Guat 225 this, Feel have 
lover who did not take 


n Gaſton; by this 


c the Ava apy aff of ſuck 1 


7 to 1 By mr ug {reſs 1 compoſe 
a m thetick letter ; and, befo 
41 217 it, ſhewed} i 10 92 5 
* having read it, faid, with n ſinile, 

* That if women have the art of 21 55 
© vating the men, theſe faſt; in return, 
© know very well how to, cajole the 
© women. The waiting⸗mald tock m 
© letter, then laying roug, injunctions 
on me to keep my windows ſhot fo 
ta few days, returned to the houſe of 

© Don George. 

„ Madam,” ſaid (ie. ts Donna Hes 
© lena, when ſhe went ome, „Im 
% Don Gaſton, , who', Nd not fail ta 
* make up to me, and endeavotired ta 
2 ſoothe me with Aatrering expreſſions, 

« He aſked, with' a faulterin voic 
like a criniinal bo expects Gas ſen. 
40 ©: tence, if I had delivered his meſſage 

e to yoy., Then 1, faithful and rea; 
17 4 ty to execute Jour! orders, ent hi 

„ Nett wich x yengeante 15 el Shell 

«© 4gainit hin; 16a 4 "bin wor re: 

«© proaches, and left him in the des 
© confodndetk At my petulance;” — 
am overigygc, Nl Donna Hele- 
i” na, that you have rid me of that i im- 
„ portunate young, fellow; bar there 
4% was no occaſion to be rudely to 

% him. A young won: wh ought always 
iT to be gentle in her behaviour.“ 
% Madam, id the maid, © a pas- 
. ſionate lover ix not to be binithed by 
75 words N ith a penn. 

« Way, this f dom 275 
US ae by = nation dS rag” n 
« Giftoh, for e ſe, was not re- 
« pulſed, After vii loaded 
« with reprcaches, al have fail 
% went to the*houſe'6f your 1285 
© whither you ſent me; and chat lady 
« unfortunately de ied me too 992 
« 1 ſay y, too unf * 5 oo 145 
« turn I found. 14 again 18 og 
1 1 affure you, not ex 0 ſte 
4 L uns 16 80 Aude ut fight of 
«© him, that my tofgue, which Fiber 
« farted me be ore, Tak not furnith 
« me with, one Hitag. Lo the mean 
ce 428 what does 7 he Uipt a pa- 
50 pet into my bauck, which I K 
« without K wing what 1 di 1. 0 
„ then diſappeated in au inſtant. 
- © So favi ing, He potied my letter out 
© of her boloin, and gave it by way 
* of joke to her miſtrels; who 1251 
tit . for diverſion, read it over, e. 
© then * n e. 
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4% licia,” ſaid the, with a ſerious air, 
« you are a fool and a mad creature 
« to receive this billet, What will 
© Don Gafton think of it? and what 
1% muſt I believe? Your conduct gives 
„ me cauſe to diſtruſt your fidelity, 
% and may make him ſuſpect that IL 
e am pleaſed with his paſſion. Alas! 
te perhaps he imagines, at this inſtant, 
« that I peruſe with pleaſure the cha- 
« rafters which he has wrote. You 
* ſee to what ſhame you have expoſed 
e my pride.” — “ O, not at all, Ma- 
4 dam!” replied the maid ; © he can 
sc entertain no ſuch thoughts; and 
4 ſuppoſe he did, he ſhall not preſerve 
& them long. 1 will tell him, when 
et next 1 ſce him, that I have ſhown 
« his letter to you; that you looked at 
« jt with ind} ce; and, in ſhort, 
« without reading it, tore it with the 
% moſt mortifying contempt.” —*You 
* may ſafely ſwear that I have not 
« read it, ſaid Donna Helena. 1 
t ſhould be at a loſs, if obliged, to 
* repeat two ſingle words of it.”* Don 
© George's daughter was not contented 
© with talking in this manner ; ſhe tore 
* my billet, and forbid her woman to 
c talk to me for the future. 

© As I promiſed to play the gallant 
© no more at my windows, fince the 
© fight of me gave offence, I kept them 
© ſhut ſeveral days, to render my obe- 
« dicnce more affecting; but to ſuppl 
© thoſe looks of which I was abridged, 
11 new ſerenades for my cruel 
« Helen. One night I repaired under 
© her balcony with muſicians; and the 
© guittars were already ſtruck up, when 
« a cavalier came ſword in hand, and 
« difturbed the concert, laying about 
+ him at a furious rate among rhe per- 
* formers, who immediately betook 
* themſelves to flight. The rage which 
«< animated that bold intruder awaked 
mine: I advanced to puniſh him, and 
nan obſtinate combat gan. Donna 
Helena and her attendant hearing the 
© noiſe of ſwords, looked through the 
© lattice, and ſeeing two men engaged, 
© waked Don. George and his valets 
« with their cries; theſe, as well as 
$ ſeveral people in the neighbourhood, 
© came running to part the combatants 
« but they arrived too late, and found 


nobody on the field of battle, but a 


4 cavalier almoſt without life, welter- 
ing in his own blood; and I was 
5 ſoon known to be that unfortunate 
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© perſon. I was carried to the 
of my aunt, whither the moſt expert 
c * Hge in town were called to my 
© aſſiſtance, Every bedy pitied my 
© fate, and Donna Helena in particy« 
© lar, who then diſcovered the bottom 
© of her ſoul, Her diflimulation gave 
Way to her ſentiment, and the was 
© no longer that diſdainful creature 
© who piqued herfelf upon a ing 
© inſenhible to my on. the was 
© now a tender loyer, that abandoned 
© herſelf to ſorrow without reſerve. She 
© ſpentthe reſt, of the night in mourn« 
© ing with her maid, and in curſing her 
© coufin Don Augultine de Olighera, 
* who they concluded muſt have been 
© the author of their tears ; as in effe& 
© it was he who had ſo diſagreeably 
© interrupted the ſerenade. Being wo 
4 great a diſſembler as his couſin, he 
© had perceived my intentions, with 
© out ſeeming to take any notice 
© them; and imagining that ſhe fa - 
© voured my flame, had committed 
© this action, to ſhew that he was not 
© quite ſo ve as ſhe believed him 
© to be. Nevertheleſs, this melancholy 
accident was ſoon forgotten, by rea- 
* ſon of the joy that followed it, 
© ThoughI was rouſly wounded, 
© the ſkill of the ſurgeons ſaved my 
* life; but I ſtill kept my chamber, 
© when my aunt Donna Eleonora went 
© to Don George, and demanded his 
* daughter for me in marriage. The 
© father conſented to this the more 
© willingly, becauſe he at that time 
© looked upon Don Auguſtine as a 
© man whom, ke he ſhould ne- 
© yer fee again. good old gen- 
© tleman was afraid that his daughter 
© would not beſtow herſelf on me with- 
© out reluctance, becauſe her cou 
* Olighera had enjoyed the liberty 
© viſiting her when he would, and of 
© acquiring her affection at leiſure; 
* but ſhe ſeemed ſo well diſpoſed to 
© obey her father in this affair, that 
© we may conclude it is an advantage 
among the ladies, to be a new comer, 
„in Spain, aus well as elſewhere. _, 
© As ſoon as I could have a private 
© converlation with Felicia, I under- 
© ſtood how much afflicted her miſtreſs 
© had been at the bad ſucceſs of my 
* due]; ſo that having no longer any 
©'reaſon to doubt that i was the Paris 
© of this Helen, I bleſſed my wound, 


fine it turned out ſo propitions 
EE WT ICS 


= 


a ny love; and obtained of Signior 
Don 8 the permiſſion of ſpeak · 
ing to his daughter in preſence of her 
© maid. What a delightful converſa- 
© tion this was! I intreated, I preſſed 
© the lady in ſuch a manner, to tell me 
© if her father, in yielding her to my 
© tenderneſs, had done any violence to 
©* her inclination, that ſhe owned I was 
© not beholden to her obedience alone. 
After this charming confeſſion, my 
© whole ſtudy was to pleaſe her, and 
' contrive entertainments, until the day 
* of our nuptials, which were to be 
© celebrated by a magnificent caval- 
© 'cade, in which all the nobility of Co- 
© ria and the neighbourhood intended 


© to r. 
© I gave a grand entertainment to 
Don and his daughter, with 


1 all their relations and friends, at a 


© ſuperb country-houſe which my aunt 


© had without town, on the fide of 
* Manroi, Here a concert of vocal and 
* inftrumental 3 ow prepared by 
* my order, to with a com 
L of i ſtrollers 1 4 
« the middle of the feaſt, one came and 
« whiſpered to me, that there was a 
man in the hall who wanted to ſpeak 
« with me. I got up from table to ſee 
« whoit was, and found a ſtranger, who 
« looked like a valet de chambre, and 
* who preſented to me a letter, which 
6 T opened, and read theſe words. 
4 have 2 for your ho- 
3 
* order ought to have, you will not 
« fail to be t6-morrow morning in the 
plain of Manroi, where you will find 
A cavalier ready to give ſatisfaction 
* for the injury you received from him, 
* and to put you, if he can, out of a 
Fe ition to eſpouſe Donna Helena. 


% Don Avc. de OLICuzRra,” 


If loye has influence over the 
F Spaniards, revenge has ſtill more. I 
5 could not read this billet in tranquil- 
Ay. The very name of Don Au- 
 guſtine kindled a fire in my veins, 
* which had almoſt made me forget 


© the indifpenſible duty which I had 
* that day to perform. I was tempted, 


* to ſteal away from the company, and 
Hh ſearch of my enemy on the in · 


t. I'conſftrained myſelf, how-, 


i ever, for fear of diſturbing the feaſt, 
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and faid to the man who brought 
the letter, Friend, tell the cava- 
lier who ſent you, that I am too de- 
% firous of re-engaging him, to fail of 
meeting him tc-morrow morning be- 
« fore ſun-riſe, at the appointed place. 
Hlaving ſent away the meſſenger 
with this anſwer, I rejcined my gueits, 
and reſumed my place at table, where 
© I compoſed my countenance ſo well, 
© that nobody had the leaſt ſuſpicion 
© of what within me. I ap- 
« peared, during the reſt of the day, as 
* much entertained as any of them 
© with the pleaſures of the feaſt, which 
ended about midnight, when the aſ- 
) _— broke up, and every one re- 
© turned to the town, in the ſame man- 
ner as he had come out. As for my 
« part, I ſtaid in the country-houſe, 
© on pretence of taking the ait next 
morning; but the true reaſon was, 
© that I might be the ſooner at the ren» 
© dezyous. Inſtead of going to bed, I 
© waited with impatience for day, which 
as ſoon as I perceived, I mounted m 
© beſt horſe, and ſet out alone, as if 
intended to take a ride in the country. 
© I advanced towards Manroi, and diſ« 
covered in the plain a man on horſe» 
© back, coming towards me with full 
© ſpeed j upon which I put ſpurs to my 
© horſe, to {ave him one half of the way. 
We ſoon met, and I found it was my 
© rival. © Knight,“ ſaid be, in an in. 
* ſolent tone, it is with regret that 
« I come to blows with you a ſecond 
© time; but it is your own fault. 
« After me 
«© nade, t to have renou 
« Don 3 daughter with a good 
10 , or at leaſt have concluded 
on 47 would not be ſo eaſily quit. 
« if you perſiſted in your addreſſes tao 
4 her,” You ure too proud, ap- 
© ſwered I, ** of an advantage which 
«« perhaps you owed more to the dark · 
« neſs of the night, than to your ſus 
« periox ſkill. You don't, conſider 
4 that the ſucceſs of theſe rencounters- 
« depends often on accident,” — “ It. 
« jg never accidental with me, ſaid. 
© he, with an arrogant air , and I will 
1% naw ſhew you, that, by day as yu 
« as night, I know how to puniſn tho 
„ audacious knights who interfere with 
« me.” | K* 
© I made no reply to 8 
© ſpeech, but alighted inſtantiy. 
« Roguktive did the ſame; we tied oue 
h Ppz , 
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© horſes to a tree, and began tq fight 
0 e vigour, I will Bak, 
4 own, that I had to do with an ene- 
© my who puſhed much better than I, 
'« aſthough 1 had been two years at 
© ſchooks. © He was à compleat fencer; 
I could not poſtbly have expoſed my 
life to greater” danger. Neverthe- 
© leſs, as it often happens, that the 
< ſtrongeſt'is vanquithed by the weak. 
+ eſt, my rival, in ſpite of all his ſkill, 
© received à thruſt that went throng] 
1 his heart, and fell ſtone-dead in an 
© mſtant. | | = 
II returned immediately to the 
's-country-houſe, where I informed a 
<*vhlet de chambre, whom I could 
< truſt, of what had happened, and faid 
to him, Dear Ramira, before Juſ- 


ve tice can take er of this 


cc event, take a good horſe, and give 
* my aunt notice of the adventure, 
4 Aſk of her ſome money and jewels, 
«© nnd bring them to me at Placentia 
1% where thou wilt find me in the firſt 
« inn you come to as you enter the 
% city.“ 1 | 

© Ramira titted himſelf of his 
© commiſfion with ſuch diligence, that 
5 he arrived at Placentia three hours 
after me. He told me, that Donna 
Eleonora was more pleaſed than af- 
© flifted at the news of a due] that re- 
« yenged the affront that I had received 
© in” the firſt; and that ſhe had Rent 
me all her ready-money and jewels, 
# to enable me to travel agreeably in 
foreign countries, until ſhe ſhould 
get the affair accommodated; N 

To pas over ſuperſſdous tircum- 
s ſtances, Iwill only infotm vou, that 
I croffed” New Caftite to the king- 
dom of Valencia, in order to embark. 
-#tDenia, from whence I took. ſage 
for Raly, Where I put mytelt in a 
„ tondirion to viſit different courts, 
aud appear iv a ſuitable character. 

- £ While; far from my Helen, I en: 
& deavoured,' as much a8 in me lay, 
to beguile my Have and ſorrows, the 
*- inourned” my abſence in ſectet at Co- 
© ria. Inſtead of approving of the 
Abele that her Family Tet on 
6 foot againſt 'me on account of Oli- 


_ ©: ghera's death,” the withed that all 
 Cenmity Wight ceaſe, and my return 


Ide haftentd by à fpeedy accommoda- 
* tion, Six months had already elapſed 
«\fine#the had loſt me, and baited er 


« conſtancy would: haye Ab : 
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more powerful enemies. Don Blas 
de Combados,.a gentleman from the 
© weſtern ſide of Galicia, came to Co- 
© ria, to take poſſeſhon of a rich eſtate, 
which bad heed in vain diſputed by 
his couſin Don Miguel de Caparag 
and he ſettled in that country, figd- 
ing it more agreeable than his own, 
Combados was well made, had an 
agreeable polite behaviour, and wag 
one of the moſt inſinuating men ig 
the world; ſo that he ſoon, beeame 
acquainted with all the 1 of 
faſhion in the town, and was no 
ſtranger to their priyate affairs. 
© It was not long before he learned 
that Don George had a daughter, 
whoſe dangerous beauty ſeemed to 
inflame the men only for their ruin. 
This piqued his curioſity; he lon 
to ſee ſuch a formidable lady; for - 
this purpole he ſought the friendſhip 
of her father, and ſucceeded ſo well, 
that the old man already looked upon 
him as his ſon-in-law, gave him ad; 
mittance to his houſe, and the liberty 
© of ſpeaking in his preſenge to Donna 
© Helena. The Galician ſoon fell in 
c —7 with her; that was 1 Same 
© He opened his heart to Don George, 
© who paced his 2 4 ut 
* told him, that, reſolving not to con · 
© ftrain his daughter, he left her miſtreſs 
© of her own hand. Upon this, Don Blas 
© putin practiceall thegallantrieswhich 
« he-could deviſe, to pleale* the lady, 
ho ſeemed inſenſible to them all, to 
much ns her heart engroſted by me. 
Felicia however was in the intereſtt 
of the cavalier, ho engaged her by 
< preſents: towfponle his cauſe. She 
© therefore employed all her addreſs 
in behalf of his paſſion; on the other 
© hand, her father ſeconded the ow 
©. ber-maid by lus x ces: an 
© neverthelels, a 1 long during 
* a whole year, : could, only tormen 
Donna H o 3 bh ſhaking her, 
t conltancy in the leaſt, "7 


© Combados ſeeipg that Dan 2 
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and Felicia. ĩntereſted them ſelyes 
© him in vai, jagged an expediebt 
© to opercome the ohſtinacy of à lover 
* {a prepeliclſed as ſhe was, This, 
« ſaid he, © is what L haye.contuyed : 
« we will ſuppoſe, that a merchant. f. 


« Tori hay e a lever ene 
ele, e in ch, b ade 


E 
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« tail of things concerning commerce, 
e ow 


6 Spaviſh cavalier, whoſe name 

: is Don Caſton de Cagollos, 
« has lately arrived at the court of Par- 
« ma. He calls himſelf nephew and 


4 ſole heir of a rich-widow who lives 


« at Coria, under the name af Donna 
1% Eleonora de Laxarilla, He has de- 
« manded the daughter of a powerful 
« nobleman in marriage, but will got 
40 ſeo Lo the truth is Toy I 
« am de to. apply to you for. this 
« purpoſe; pray 1 know then if 
« you are acquainted with this Dan 
« Gaſton, and in what the riches of his 
« aunt conſiſt; for your anſwer will 
« decide the marriage. Parma, &c.“ 


© The old man looked upon this 
trick as. a piece of wit or ſtratagem 
« pardonable in love; and the waiting» 
woman, ſtill leſs ſcrupulous than her 
* maſter, approved of it very much. 
The invention ſeemed to t the 
* more ingenious, as they knew He- 
© lena to wy proud girl, capable of 
© taking an inſtantaneous. reſolution, 
« — * ſhe ſhould have no ſuſpicion 
of the cheat. Don George under - 
took to inform her of my change; 
© and, to make the thing ſeem more 
* vatural, carried along with him the 
© merchant who had received the 
* tended letter from Parma. 
* ſcheme was executed accordingly. 
. The father, in an atfeRed paſſion of 
© rage and vexation, laid to Helena, 
« Daughter, Iwill no longer obſgrve 
« to you, that my relations. daily re- 
« queſt that I will not admit the mur- 
« derer of Don Auguſtine into my fa- 
« mily. I have a ftronger reaſon, to 
sive Zan to-day, in order to detach 
« you from Don Gaſton. You ought 
* to bayaſhamed of your fidelity to 
* him. He is 4. fickle , perfidiqus 
« wretch. Here is,2 certain proof 
« of his infidelity. . Read this 
« which à merchant of Coria has 
& regeixed, from Italy.“ Helena, 
© tembling, took the faftyious letter, 
1 it over, conſidered every ex- 
preſſion, and was thunderſtruck at 
„the news of my jiaconſtancy. A 
f ſentiment. of \ tenderneſs made her 
* ſhed ſome tears; hut ſopn.xecalling: 
„ alhbex pride, the dried them upy and 
laid io ber father, with a reſolyte- 


® * 
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* tone, ** Signior, you have been, wit- 


% nels of my weakneſs; bear witneſs 
*« alſoof the victory I gain over myſelf. 


% Tis done. I no deſpiſe Don Gaſ- 


ton, and look upon him as the loweſt 
„of mankind. But let us talk no 
mare about him. Come; I am ready 
« to follow Don Blas to the altar! 
let my marriage precede that of the 
„ perficzous man who has ſo ill repaid 
% my love. Don George, tranſport- 
ed with joy at theſe words, embraced 
dis daughter; applauded her vigorous 
* reſolution; and, glad of the happy 
* ſuccels of his &ratagem, made baite 
to complc at the wiſhes of my rival. 

Donna Helena was thus raviſhed 
from me. She yielded herſelf ſud- 
* denly to Comhados, without liſten- 
© ing to love, which, at the hottom of 
* her heart, ſpoke in my behalf, or 
even doubting a moment of 2 piece 
© of news which might have been ſu - 
s poſted ina lover of leſs credulity. 
© The kaughty maid liſtened to no- 


* thing but her pride; and the teſent- 


ment of the injury, which ſhe thaught 
* her beauty bad received, prevailed 
over the integeſt of her tenderneſs. 
A few days after her marriage, how- 
© ever; ſhe 2 ſome remorſe for havi 

* been ſo precipitate, She reſled 

© that the merchant's letter might have 
© been feigned, and that ſuſpicion gave 
© her ſome uneaſineſs; but the amo- 
© rous Don Blas gave his wife no time 
© to cheriſh thoughts prejudicial-to 
© her repoſe, His ſole udy was to 
« amuſe her; and in this he tucceeded 
by a continual ſucceſſion of various 
t pleaſures, which he had art enough 
to invent. lau 42 N 
dhe ſeemed very well ſatisfied with 
© ſuch a gallant huſband, and they 
« lived together in perfect harmony, 
« when my aunt accommodated my 
affair with the relations of Don Au- 


guſtine, and wrote, immediately to 


© Italy, to advertiſe me of her! fucge(s- 
Being then at Regio, in the farther- 
© molt part of Calabria, I went over 
into Sicily, from Ahence to Spain, 
< and at length repairedito Coria, on 
© the wings of love. Donna Eleonora, 
«who had not in ber letter mentioned 
the marriage of Don Geogge's daygh- 
© ter, ip formed me of it on my arryals 
© and obſerved that I was afflicted at 
© the pews :- Lou are in the wrong, 
« nephew, laid ſhe, “to be ſo.mugly 


„% grieved 
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„ prieved at the loſs of an unfaithful 
« woman. Take my advice, and ba- 


«© niſh from your memory a perſon un- 
« worthy of poſſeſſing a place in it.“ 
© As my aunt was ignorant of the 
* deceit which had been praftiſed on 
Donna Helena, ſhe was in the right 
* to talk in this manner, and could 
s not have given me a more prudent 
advice; which, therefore, I promiſ- 
ed to follow, or at leatt to affect an 
* air of indifference, if I ſhould find 
© myſelf incapable of vanquiſhing my 
© paſhon. I could not, however, re- 
„ fiſt my curiofity, to know how this 
« marriage had been made ; and, to be 
© informed of the particulars, I reſolv- 
« ed to apply to Felicia's friend, Dame 
Theodora, whom I have mentioned 
© before. I went to her houſe, and 
© there, by accident, found Felicia; 
« who, expecting nothing leſs than to 
© ſee me, was confounded, and en- 
© deavoured to go away, that ſhe might 
© avoid an — which ſhe con - 
| © cluded I would demand. I ftopped 
© her, ſaying, *© Why do you fly me? 
Is not the perjured Helena ſatisfied 
* with having madea facrifice of my 
« happingſs ? has ſhe forbid you to 
« hear my complaints? or do you 
only want to eſcape me, that you 
% may make a merit with the ungrate- 
« ful woman, of having refuſed me the 
«« hearing? | 
 «« Sjgmior,” anſwered the waiting- 
woman, I freely own myſelf con- 
«© founded at your preſence. I can- 
« not behold you again, without feel- 
ing my heart torn with remorſe. M 
„% miſtseſs has been deceived, and 
% have been an unfortunate accom- 
« pliee in ſedueing her.” —* O Hea- 
« ven ! cried I, “ have you the pre- 
% ſumption to tell me ſo! Explain 
« yourſetf immediately.” Then the 
« gave me an account of the ftratagem 
« which Com'-adgs had practiſed to rob 
me of Donna Helena; and, perceiv- 
ing that her detail pierced me to the 
very ſoul, ſtrove to give me ſome con- 
« folation : ſhe offered me her good of - 
* fces with her miſtreſs, promiſed to 


* diſabuſe her, to paint my _ = 
fi 


in a word, to ſpare nothing to ſoften' 


« the rigour of my deſtiny: in fine,” 


« the gave me hopes that aſſuaged my 


* ſorrows a little. 


I paſs over the infinite contradic- 
. tions ſhe underwent before ſhe could 
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„prevail Donna Helena to fer 

* me. Tue however, ſhe — 

ed; 17 * was concerted between 

them, that I ſhould be privately ad. 

* mitzed into the houſe of Don Blas, 

© the firſt time he ſhould go to an eſtate 

* where he uſually ſpent a day or two 

in hunting. This deſign was ſoon 

put in execution: the huſband tet 

© out for the country; I was informed 

© of the occafign, and one night intro. 

© duced into his wife's apartment, 

© I would have begun the conver. 

* ſation with reproaches; but my 

mouth was ſtopped. ** Itis in vain 

« to recal what is paſt,” ſaid the 
© lady; * the buſineſs here is not 2 

% fond reconciliation; and you are 
% miſtaken if you believe me diſpoſed 
« to flatter your inclination. I de- 
«« clare to you, Don Gaſton, that my 
« only motive for giving my conſent 


4ç to this private interview, in conſe. 


% quence of the preſſing inftances 
% which have been made, is to tell you 


, from my own mouth, that hence, 


* forth you muſt ſtudy to forget me 
« altogether, Perhaps I might have 
«© been better ſatisfied with my fate, 
4% had it been joined to yours; but 
« ſinee Heaven hath ordained it other- 
« wiſe, I chearfully ſubmit to it's de- 
« crees ! 

« How, Madam!“ anſwered I; «is 
« it not enough that I have loſt you, 
« and ſee the happy Don Blas in quiet 
«© poſſeſſion of the only E goon 
ec capable of loving | muſt I alſo ba- 
« niſh you from my thoughts! You 
« would deprive me of my love, and 
« rob me of the only bleſſing that 
« now remains! Ah, cruel woman! 
do you think it poſſible for any man 
« whom you have once charmed, to 
« retrieve his heart? Know yourſel 
« better; and ceaſe exhorting me in 


« vain to chace your idea om my 
« remembrance,” “ Well then,” ſhe 
itation ; . do you 


c rpm with 

©« alfo ceaſe to that I will fayour 
4% your love with any return. I have 
« but one word to fay: the wife of 
Don Blas ſhall never be the lover 
« of Don Gaſton. Take your mea- 
« ſures accordingly : fly from this 
« place; and let us put a ſpeedy end 
10 to a converſation with which I up- 
1 braid myfelf, in ſpite of the purity of 
© my intentions, and which 1 hall 
nnr 
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* At. theſe words, which deprived 
c me of the leaſt glimpſe of hope, I fell 
© at her feet; I addreſſed her in the 
© moſt pathetick manner ; I even em- 
« ploy tears to melt her; but all this 
© ſerved only to excite, perhaps, ſome 
© ſentiments of pity, which ſhe was 
* careful of concealing, and which 
« were ſacrificed to her duty. After 


© having, to no purpoſe, | by pra — N 
cha : 


* my moving expreſſions, 
«© and tears, my tendernels changed of 
« x ſudden into rage. I unſheathed my 
« ſword, to ſtab myſelf before the eyes 
of the inexorable Helena; who no 


© ſooner perceived my intention, than 


© ſhe threw herſelf upon me, to pre- 


* yent the conſequence. * Hold, Co- 


„ pollos !** faid the, . is it thus you 


«conſult my reputation ! In depriv-, 
ing yourſelf of life, you are going 


«to load me with diſhonour, an 


„% make my huſband paſs for an a- 


; poſſeſſed with deſpair, 
that, far from yielding to theſe words 
© the attention which they deſerved, 


* ſafſin.* 
"CT was fo 


my whole endeayour was to baffle 
« the efforts of the miſtreſs and her 
* maid to ſave me from my own fatal 
« delignz and, without doubt, I ſhould 
© have ſucceeded but too ſoon, if Don 
© Blas, (who having been apprized of 
© our interview, inſtead of going to 
© the country, had concealed himſelf 
« behind the tapeſtry, to overhear our 
« converſation) had not come, and 
joined us with all expedition. Don 
« Gaſton,” eried he, holding my arms, 
« recal your ſcattered reaſon ; and do 
% not baſely yield to the fury that 
"« tran you." | 

% Is it your buſineſs,” faid I, in- 
1 2 Don Blas, ** to diſſuade 
« me from my deſign? You ought 
* rather, with your own hand, to 
« plunge a poniard into my boſom. 
« You are injuted by my paſſion, un- 
* nate as it is. Is it not enough 
% that you ſurprize me at night, in 
« your wife's apartment ? Is there 
% more required to rouſe your re- 
„ yenge? Stab me at once, and rid 
« yourſelf of a man who cannot ceaſe 
m adoring Donna Helena until be 
„ ceaſes to live,” In vain,“ an- 
* ſwered Don Blas, © you endeavour 
to intereſt my honour ſo far, as to 


« give you death : you are ſufficient! 
1 puniſhes by your raſhneſy ; and 
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„ am ſo well pleaſed with the vir- 


, © tuous ſentiments of my wife, that 


% pardon the occaſion which ſhe took. 
* to ſhew them, Take my advice, 
** Cogollos,” added he; © do not de- 
* ſpair, like a weak lover, but ſub - 
* mit to neceſſity with courage.” 
The prudent Galician, by ſuch 
© diſcourſe, calmed my rage a little, 
and waked my virtue: Iretired, with 
* a defign of removing far from He- 
© lena, and the place that ſhe inha- 
© bited; and in two days returned to 
Madrid ; where, reſolving to employ 
© myſelf wholly in making my fortune, 
© I appeared at court, and there be- 
© gan to make friends; but I was ſo 
« unlucky as to attach myſelf in par- 
© ticular to the Marquis of Villareal, 
© a Portugueze nobleman; who, being 
© ſuſpeRed of a deſign to deliver Por- 
© tugal from the dominion of Spain, 
© was impriſoned in the caſtle of Ali- 
© cant, where he now remains. As 
* the Duke of Lerma knew that an 
© intimacy ſubſiſted between that no- 
© bleman and me, he cauſed me to be 
4 arreſted alſo, and conducted to this 
lace. © That miniſter believes that 
Lam capable of being an accomplice 
0 5 ſuch a my and he could not 
have commi 4 ter outra 
* upon a noble Cattiting.* | * 
ere Don Gaſton left off ſpeaking ; 
and I, to conſole him, ſaid, * Sigmor 
Cavalier, your honour can receive 
„no ſtain from his diſgrace, which 


«© will, doubtleſs, in the end, turn to 


your advantage. When the Duke 
© of Lerma ſhall be convinced of your 
* innocence, he will certainly beſtow. 
upon you a conſiderable employ- 
© ment, in order to re-eſtabliſh the re- 
© putation of a gentleman unjuſtly ac- 
* cuſed of treaſon.* * 


CHAP. VII. 


$C1PIO FINDS OIL BLAS IN THE 
TOWER OF SEGOVIA, AND TELLS 
HIM A GREAT DEAL OF NEWS. 


UR converſation was interru pt- 
ed by Tordeſillas, who, com- 
ing into the chamber, addrefſed him- 
ſelf to me in theſe terms : * Signior 
* Gil Blas, I have been ſpeaking to a 
young man who preſefted himtelf & 


n the priſoa · gate, and aiked 
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not in confinement here. When I, 
© refuſed to N his curioſity, he, 
© ſcemed very. much mortified. No- 
« ble Captain,“ ſaid he, with tears, 
in his eyes, don't reje& the him- 
« ble requeſt I Are to know if. Sig- 
« mior de Santillage is in this place. 
Lam his chief domeſtick, and you 
« will do à charitable action in allow-, 
ing me to fee him. You are looked, 
ic upon in Segovia as a gentleman of 
« great humanity ; ang I hope you, 
« will not refuſe me the favour of, 
«© converſifig àa moment with my dear, 
& maſter, who is not ſo guilty as un- 
« fortunate,” In ſhort,” continued, 
Don Andrea © the, young man ex- 
3 ſuch a hy lee deu, 
* that I have promiſed to give h 
© that. ſatis faction at night.“ * * 
I aſſured Tordefllas, that he could 
dot de me à greater. pleaſure than ta 
admit that, young man, Who, proha- 
bly, had ſomething. to communicate 
which it imported me very much ta 
Know. 1; w ed with impatience fox 
the moment that was to or my faith- 
al; Scipio to eyes; for I did not 
doubt that it was he; and I was not 
miſtaken., Hera introduced into the 
tower in. the evening; and his joy, 
which mine al6ne could equal, broke 
forth in extxaordinary tranſports, when 
he ſaw. me. For my part, I. was ſo 
much overjoyed at the fight of him, 
that I held out my arms, and he hug- 
red me in his, without ceremony: the 
Late between the maſter and ſe; 
cretary was loſt in this embrace ; ſo 
Flad were they to ſee one another. 
_ When we were a little diſengaged, I 
interrogated. Scipio about the condir 
tion in which. he left my houſe. .<Y ou 
have nb houſe,” he replied ;, © and, to 
« ſpare you the trouble of aſking un- 
« neceſſary queſtions, I will tell you, 
in two worgls, what paſſed at home. 
« Your effects were pillaged, as well 
| © by the ſoldiers as by your own, ſer- 
« yants;z who, looking upon you as a 
« loſt man, paid themſelves their own 
« wages with what they could carry 
off. Luckily for you, I had the ad- 
« dreſs to ſave from their talons two 
large bags of double piſtoles, which 
I took out of your ſtrong · box, and 
* ſecured, by putting them into the 
4 cuſtody of lero, who will redeliver 


[ them as ſoon.as you ſhall berelealed 


i from this tower, where I believe you 
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his excellency had no band in my miſ. 

fortune. 4 as for that,” Bl be, 

* I, took care to be well informed: a 

friend of mine, whe Foe s the con- 
y ze 


4 of the Duke d 


cc 1 
7 * valet, that . Signiora Sirena, 
4 


4. ines of Spaip zn the night-time z 


„Dube d"Uzetla, and dilcevered the 
«« whole affair, A uke, rav iſh- 
ed at having, in; N ſuch. a 
fair opporzanity,, pf. ruining. his 
enemy, did not fail to uſe it: 
4 * 2 the, king of What 
„ he had beard; and, repreſented. ta 
&« him, with great zeal, t 1 5 
a 2 the prince had been expoſed, 
60 his piece of news.rouzed the in- 
« dignation of tis, majeſty, who im- 
% mediately ordered Sirena to be ſhut 
up in the houle of correction, ba- 
« niſhed the Count de Lemos, and 
4e condemned Gil [Yes ta perpetual 
impriſonment.“ This,“ added Sci - 
Po, * 1s what wy Friend tolll mc ; by 
7 which you ſee that your misfortune 
bis the work o the Duke, d'Uzeda, 
or rather of Calderoua,". 5 
From this information, I i 
that my affairs ug be retrieved in 
time; that the Duke of Lerma, piqued 
at his nephew's exile, would exc: To 
ſelf to have that nobleman recalled to 
court; and 1 fattered myſelf, that J 
ſhould not be forgotten by, his excel : 
lency. What a Era thing hope is! 
it conſoled me all of a ſudden fox the 
loſs of my effects, which had been 
ſtolen; and made me as merry as if I 
from regarde 


had cauſe to beſo. Far 


ing my priſon as an unhappy abo 
4 Je, ſhauld perhaps end my days, 


it appeared rather as the means, that 
Fortune had uſed to raiſe me to ſome 
great poſt; for I reaſoned with myſelf 
in this manner : / The partizans forthe 

| 6 prime. 
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t prime - miniſter are, Don Fernando 
« — Father Jerome of Florence, 
« and, in particular, Brother Lewis 
d' Aliaga, who owes to his intereſt the 
« place he at preſent poſſeſſes at court, 
Wich the aſliftance of theſe powerful 
« frieyds; his excellency will demolith 
« all his foes,z or perhaps the ſtate will 
« ſoon alter it's appearance: his majeſt 
is very fackly ; and as ſoon as he thall 
© be no more, the prince his fon will 
begin his reign by recalling the Count 
de Lemos, who will immediately re- 
« leaſe me from this place, and preſent 
« me to the new monarch, who will 
load me with favours.” Thus, already 
elevated with future pleaſures, I [carce 
felt my preſent misfortune; but I be- 
lieve the two bags of doubloons, which 
my ſecretary told me he had depoſited 
with the goldſmith, contributed, as 
much as this hope, to the ſudden change 
of my diſpoſition. ; | 

I was too well ſatisfied with the zeal 
and integrity of Scipio, to be ſilent on 
that ſubject: I offered him the half of 
the money which he had preſerved from 
the pillage ; but this he refuſed. * I 
expect, ſaid he, another mark of 
* acknowledgment.” As much ſur- 

ized at his diſcourſe as at his refuſal, 
F aſked what I could do for him. 
Don't let us part,' anſwered he; 
© allow me to attach my fortune to 
© yours: I have a friendſhip for you 
« which I never felt for any other 
© tnaiter.'—* And I can aflure thee, 
© child,” faid I, there is no love loſt; 
the very firſt moment thou camelt to 
offer thy ſervice, I was pleaſed with 
* thy appearance: we mult have been 
* born under the Balance, or Gemini, 
* which are ſaid to be the two conſtel- 
© lations that unite the friendſhip of 
men. I willingly accept the ſociety 
* thou haſt propoſed z and will begin 
© it, by intreating the keeper to ſhut 
* thee up with me in this tower.'— 
Nothing can give me more pleaſure,” 
eried he; you anticipate my deſire. I 
was juſt going to conjure you to alk 
* that favour of him: your compan 
is dearer to me than liberty itſelf ; 
* will only ſometimes go to Madrid 
on the ſcout, and ſee if ſome change 
may not have happened at court which 
* can be favourable to you: ſo that in 
me you will enjoy at once a confident, 
* courier, and ipy. 


Theſe advantages were too confide- 
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rable to be rejected : I therefore kept 
along with me 5 roms ſo uſeful, with 
the permiſſion of the obliging keeper, 
who ruſs not refuſe me ſuch an agrec- 
able conſolation. | 


CHAP, VIII. 


THE MOTIVES AND SUCCESS OF 
 $CIPIO'S FIRST JOURNEY TO 
MADRID. GIL BLAS FALLS SICK 2 
THE CONSEQUENCE OF HIS Dis» 
TEMPER, 


1 it be uſually obſerved, that we 
have no greater enemies than our 
domeſticks, it mult likewiſe be owned, 
that, when they happen to be faithful 
and affectionate, thes are our beſt 
friends. After the zeal that Scipio 
had manifeſted, I could not look upon 
him but as another ſelf, There was, 
therefore, no more ſubordination be- 
tween Gil Blas and his ſecretary ; no 
more ceremony; they lodged together 
in the ſame room, uſing the ſame table 
and bed. 

There was a great deal of gaiety in 
Scipio's converſation ; he might have 
been juſtly ſirnamed the Good-humour- 
ed Lad: — he had a good beafl 
and I profited by his advice. * Frien 1 
ſaid 1 to him one day, © methinks it 
© would be no had ſcheme for me to 
write to the Duke of Lerma : this 
could produce no bad effect; what is, 
thy opinion of the matter? “ Yes; 
but,“ anſwered he, the great are ſo 
different from themſelves, at different 
times, that I don't know how your 
letter will be received: nevertheleſs, 
I am of opinion that you ſhould write 
in the mean time. Although the 
miniſter loves you, you mult not truſt 
to his friendſhip tor being remem- 
bered by him: theſe kind of patrons 
eaſily forget thoſe who are out of 
« ſight or hearing. | 

Aithough this was but too true, I 
replied, * I judge more favourable of 
© my patron, to whole kindnels for me 
© I am no ſtranger: I am perluaded ' 
© that hepities my affliction, which in- 
« ceſſantly preſenis itfelf to his mind: 
© he probably waits until the king's 
© wrath (hall ſubſide, before he takes 
© me out of prifon.'— In good time! 
he reſumed; * I wiſh your opinion 
© his excellency may be right: 1mplors 
© his aſſiflance then by @ very moving 
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letter, which I will to him; 
© and I promiſe to deliver it into his 
© own hand.” 
I immediately called for mw and 
ink, and compoſed a morſe] of elo- 
uence which Scipio thought very pa- 
etick, and Tordeſillas preferred even 
to the homilies of the Archbiſhop of 
Grenada. - | 
I flattered myſelf, that the Duke of 
Lerma would be moved with compaſ- 
ſion, in reading the melancholy ac- 
count which I gave him of the miſe- 
rable condition in which I was not; 
and in that confidence diſpatched my 
courier; who no ſooner arrived at Ma- 
drid, than he went to the miniſter's 
houſe, and met a valet de chambre of 
my acquaintance, who procured for 
him an opportunity of ſpeaking to the 
duke. y lord,“ ſaid Scipio, pre- 
ſenting to his excellency the packet 
with which he was entruſted, one of 
© your moſt faithful ſervants, ſtretched 
© upon ſtraw, in a diſmal dungeon of 
© the tower of Segovia, moſt humbly 
© entreats your grace toread this letter, 
© which a turnkey, out of pity, gave 
© him liberty and means to write.“ 
The miniſter opened and peruſed the 
letter; but although he beheld in it a 
picture capable of melting the moſt ob- 
durate ſoul, far from ſeeming affected 
at my diſtreſs, he raiſed his voice, and, 
in* the hearing of ſeveral perſons pre- 
ſent, ſaid to the courier, with a furious 
air, © Friend, tell Santillane, that he 
has a great deal of aſſurance to ad- 
© dreſs himſelf to me after the unwor- 
© thy action he has committed, and 
© for which he is fo juſtly chaſtized. 
© He is a wretch who muft not depend 
© upon my protection; for I abandon 
© him to the reſentment of the king.” 
Scipio, in ſpite of all his effrontery, 
was diſconcerted at this diſcourſe; but, 
notwithftanding his confuſion, endea- 
voured to intercede for me. © My 
© lord,* he reſumed, © the r pri- 
* ſoner will die of grief when he hears 
© the anſwer of your excellency. The 
duke made no reply to my mediator 
but by a ſtern look, and turned his 
back upon him. It was thus the mini- 
ter treated me, the better to conceal 
the part he had in the amorous intrigue 
of the Prince of Spain; and this ought 
to be a warning to all little agents, 


The goddeſs who preſides over funcrals. * 
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whom noblemen uſe in their ſecret and 
dangerous negociations, 

hen my ſecretary returned to Se- 
govia, and made me acquainted with 
the ſucceſs of his commiſſion, I was 
plunged into the dire abyſs of deſpon- 
dency in which I found myſelf the firſt 
day of my impriſonment. I thought 
myſelf even ftill more unhappy, fince 
I had now no reaſon to ex the pro- 
tetion of the Duke of 8 — My 
courage ſunk apace; and, notwith- 
ſtanding all that they could ſay to raiſe 
it again, I became a prey to the moſt 
keen ſorrow, which threw me by de. 
grees into a moſt violent fever, 

Mr. Keeper, who intereſted himſelf 
m wy preſervation, imagining that he 
could not do better than call phyſi. 
cians to my aſſiſtance, brought two to 
viſit me, who, by their appearance, 
ſeemed zealous miniſters of the goddeſs 
Libitina “. Signior Gil Blas,“ ſaid 
he, preſenting them to me, * here are 
* two Hippocrates's come to ſee you; 
© they will ſet you a- foot again in a 
© little time.“ 1 ſo much preju- 
diced againft all manner of phyficians, 
that I ſhould have certainly given them 
a very had reception, had I been in the 
leaſt defrrous of living; but at that 
time I felt myſelf fo much tired of life, 
that I was glad Tordeſillas had put me 
into their hands. . 

* Signior Cavalier, ſaid one of theſe 
doQors to me, in the firſt place, you 
« mult ſe an entire confidence in 
© our ſkill.—“ I have a moſt perfect 
© dependence on it, anſwered I: with 
« your aſſiſtance, I am very ſure that, 
in a fewdays, I ſhall be cured of all 
© my diſte Ves, he replied; 
« with God's help, you ſhall : atleaſt, 
« we will do our endeavour for that 
© purpoſe." Theſe gentlemen actually 
performed to a miracle, and put me in- 
to ſuch a good way, that I was viſib)y 
poſting to the other world. Don An- 
drea, deſpairing of my recovery, had 
already ſent for a N hor — 

repare me for my end. e - 
ery! having done his duty, had already 
retired; and I myſelf believing that 
my laſt hour approached, beckoned 
Scipio to the bed-fide, © My dear 
friend, ſaid I to him, with a faint 
voice ; ſo much was I enfeebled by the 
medicines I had taken, and the Þ 


ings 


* rere 
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ings I had undergone; * I leave to thee 
3 of the bags which are at Ga- 
« briel's houſe, and conjure thee to 


carry the other into the Aſturias, to . 
« my father and mother, who muſt . 


« haye great occaſion for it, if they be 
« ſtill alive. But, alas! I fear they 
could not bear up againſt my ingra- 
« titude : the report which, doubtleſs, 


« Muſcada made to them of my hard- 


« heartedneſs, has, perhaps, occaſioned 
their death. If Heaven hath preſerved 


© them, in ſpite of the indifference with 


« which I requited their affection, give 
them the bag of doubloons, and beg 
© them, from me, to pardon my unna- 
© tural behaviour. If they are no more, 
© I charge thee to employ the money 
© in cauſing prayers to be put up for 
© the repole of t 
So ſaying, I ſtretched out my hand, 
which he bathed with his tears, with- 
out being able to anſwer one word 7 {o 
much was the poor young man afflited 
at the — oe ot lofing me. This 
proves, that the tears of an h:ir are not 
always the tears of joy dilguiſed. 

I lay thus, in expectation of my exit; 
but I was baulked. My doctors, hav- 
ing abandoned me, left the field free to 
nature, 
tion. The fever, which, according to 
their prognoſtick, was to carry me off, 
quitted me immediately, as if it in- 
tended to give them the lye. I recover- 
ed gradually; and, by the greateſt 


luck in the world, a perfect tranquillity 


of mind was the fruit of my diteaſe. I 
then had noneed of conſolation : Ien- 
tertained for riches and honour all the 


contempt which the opinion of ap- 


proaching death had made me con- 
cei ve; and now reſtored, as it were, to 
wyſelf, bleſſed my misfortune. I thank- 
ed Heaven for it, as for a particular fa- 
vour, and firmly reſolved never to re- 
turn to court, even if the Duke of 
Lerma ſhould recal me. I propoſed 
rather, if ever I ſhould be releaſed, to 
purchaſe a cottage, and live in it like 
a philoſopher. 
My confident approved of my de- 
ſign; and told me, that, in order to 
n the execution of it, he intended 
to go and ſolicit my enlargement at 
Madrid. There is a thing come into 
* my head, added he: I know a 
« perſon who can ſerve you. She is 
© the favourite waiting-woman of the 
* prznce's nurſe, and a girl of under- 
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* ſtanding, I will make her apply to 


ir fouls and mine. 


I was ſaved by their deſer- 


abi 


© her miſtreſs in your behalf; and will 
© attempt every thing to get you out 
© of this tower, which is till a priſon, 
* notwithſtanding the good treatment 
© youreceive in it. "Thou art in the 
* right,” anſwered I ; © go, my friend, 
© and in this negociation without 
© loſs of time. Would to Heaven we 


© were already in our retreat!” 


CHAP, IX. 


SCIPIO RETURNS TO MADRID, AND 
PROCURES THE ENLARGEMENT 
OF GIL BLAS, ON CERTAIN CON- 
DITIONS. 
STEER TOGETHER, WHEN THEY 
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WHAT COURSE THEY 


LEAVE THE TOWER OF SEGOVIA, 
AND THE CONVERSATION THAT. 


PASSES BETWEEN THEM, 


CIPIO ſet out once more for Mime. 


drid; and I, in expectation of his 


return, applied myſelf to reading, be- 


ing furniſhed with more books than 1 
wanted by Tordeſillas, who borrowed 


them from an old commander. that 
could not read, though he had a fine 
library, to maintain the appearance of 
a literati, I loved, in particular, good 


books of morality, becauſe I found in 
them every moment paſſages that flat- . 


I ſpent three weeks without hearing 


a ſyllable of my agent, who at leng 


returned, and ſaid to me, with a gay 
© intereits herſelf in your behalf. Her 


have conſigned to her, has been fo, 
generous as to engage her to beg 
your releaſe of the Prince of Spain z 
and that 
ready oblerved, can refuſe her no- 
thing, has promiſed to atk it of the 


in a hurry to apprize you of it, and 
«© ſhall return immediately to put the 
* finiſhing ſtroke to the work.“ So 
ſaying, he left me, and went back to 
court, 

His third trip was not of long du; 
ration, In 2 


ed, and told me, that the prince had, 


not without difficulty, obtained my re- 


leaſe. 


Quq 2 


* 


tered my averſion for the court, and my 
inclination for ſolitude. 


air, This time, Signior de Santillane, | 
I bring good news; Madam the nurſe 


maid, at my entreaty, in conſidera- 
tion of an hundred piſtoles that I, 


rince, who, as I have al- 


king his father. I am come hither, 


days my man return 


* 
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leaſe. This piece of information was 
confirmed the ſame day by Mr. Keep- 
er, who embraced me, faying, * My 
dear Gil Blas! thank Heaven, you 
© are free! the gates of the priſon are 
© open to you; but upon two condi- 
open toy pon tw 
© tions, which perhaps will give you a 
© great deal of pain, and which I am 
C Ebliged to inform you of, though 
© not without regret. His majeſty for- 
© bids you'to appear at court, and or- 


© ders you to quit the kingdom of 


« Caſtilein a month, I am very much 
* mortified that you are prohibited 
© from going to court.'—* And I am 
© overjoyed at it, I replied : © God 
© knows what my opinion of it is. I 
expected but one favour from the 
© king, and I have received two.” 


Being aſſured that I was no longer 


riſoner, I hired two mules, which my 
confident and I mounted next day, at- 
ter having bid adieu to Cogollos, and 
returned a thouſand thanks to Torde- 


ſillas, for all the marks of friendſhip 


I had received at his hands. We ſet 
out merrily for Madrid, to retrieve, 
from the hands of Signior Gabriel, our 
two bags, in each of which were five 
hundred doubloons. My affociate ſaid 
to me by the way, © If we are not rich 
© enough to buy a magnificent eſtate, 
« we can at leaft purchaſe a commo- 
© 'dious one. $o we had but a hut,” 
anſwered I, I ſhould be ſatisfied with 
© my condition; for, though I am 
* ſcarce in the middle of my career, I 
© feel myſelf quite detached from the 
world, and intend for the future to 
© live for myſelf only. Beſides, I muſt 
c tell thee, I have formed an inchant- 
ing idea of a country life, the plea- 
© ſures of which I enjoy by anticipa- 
tion. Methinks I already behold 
the enamelled meads, hear the night- 
© ingales ſing, and the brooks mur- 
* mur. Sometimes I divert myſelf in 
© hunting, and ſometimes in fiſhing. 
Imagine to thyſelf, my friend, all 
© the different pleaſures that await us 
in ſolitude, and thou wilt be as much 
4 charmed with it as Fam. With re- 
© gard to eating, the moſt ſimple nou- 
© riſhment is beſt. A morſel of bread 
© may ſatisfy us when we are hungry, 
© and the appetite with which we eat 
© it, will make us think it excellent 
food. The pleaſure does not con- 
« fiſt in the quality of exquiſite diſhes, 


but centers wholly in ourſelves ;; and * the propoſal; and I wiſh 
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© this is ſo true, that the moſt delicious 
of my meals are not thoſe in which 
© the greateſt delicacy and abundance 
© reign. Frugality is a ſource of de- 
6 lightes, and wonderfully conducive'to 
© health.” | 

© By your leave, Signior Gil Blas," 
ſaid my ſecretary, interrupting me; 
* am not altogether of your opinion 
* with regard to the pretended frugality 
© you praiſe ſo much. Why ſhould 
* we live like Diogenes ? it we in- 
© dulge our * a little, we ſhall 
not find ourſelves a bit the worſe for 
it. Take my advice ; and fince we 
have, thank God, wherewithal ta 
render our retreat agreeable, let us 
not make it the habitation of hun 
and poverty. As ſoon as we ſhall 
have got poſſeſſion of our land, we 
ſhall Laß our houſe with good 
wines, and all other proviſions ſuit- 
able to people of taſte, who did not 
quit the commerce of mankind with a 
view of renouncing the conveniences 
of life, but rather to enjoy them with 
more tranquillity. © That which a 
*© man has in his houſe,” ſays Heſiod, 
„ never hurts him: whereas that which 
© he has not may. It is better, adds 
© the ſame author, ** for a man to 
* have all things neceſſary in his poſ- 
4 ſeſſion, than in his wiſh only.” 

© How the devil, Mr. Scipio!” cried 
I, © come you to know the Greek po- 
Jets? Ha! where did you pick up 
* acquaintance with Heſiod ?! In the 
houſe of a learned man, he replied: 
I ſerved a pedant of Salamanca ſome 
time, Hewas a great commentator, 
and would toſs you up al vo- 
lume in a twinkling, compoſed of 
Hebrew, Greek, and Latin quota- 
tions, taken from books in his libra- 
ry, and tranſlated into the Caſtilian 
tongue. As I was his amanuenhs, 
I retained in my memory a 
number of ſentences as remarkable 
as that which I repeated. If that 
be the caſe, ſaid I, your memory 
1s well garniſhed. But, to return to 
our ſcheme ; in what kingdom of 
Spain do you think we ſhould eſta- 
bliſh our philoſophical reſidence? 
J vote for Arragon, replied my con- 
fident; © we will there find charming 
« ſpots, where we may lead a delicious 
life. —“ Well, ſaid I; * be 1 
Let us fix in Arragon. I conſent to 
we may 
4 there 
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« there find 2 place of abode that will 
& afford all thoſe pleaſures with which 
« I feaſt my i ation," 


CHAP. X. 


THEIR BEHAVIOUR AT MADRID. 
GIL BLAS MEETS A CERTAIN 
' PERSON IN THE STREET. THE 
' CONSEQUENCE OF THAT MEET- 
ING. 


HEN we arrived at Madrid, 
we alighted at a ſmall houſe, 
where Scipio had- lodged in his expe- 
ditions z and the firſt thing we did was 
go repair to Salero, in order to retrieve 

e gave us a very ci- 


our doubloons. 
vil reception, and expreſſed a good 
deal of joy in ſeeing me at liberty. I 
6 — to you," {aid he, I was fo 
much affected with your misfortune, 
that I conceived a diſguſt at all al- 
6 liances with courtiers, their fortunes 
are ſo uncertain ; and therefore gave 
my daughter Gabriela in marriage 
to a wealthy merchant.— You were 
in the right, anſwered I : for, be- 
© fides that this match is more ſolid, 
n citizen who marries his daughter 
* to a man of quality, has not always 
« reaſon to be Catisfied with Monſieur 
© his ſon-in-law.” 

Then ſhifting the ſubject, and com- 
ing to the E Signior Gabriel, 
added I, 10 good, if you pleaſe, 
© as to deliver the two thouſand piſ- 
© toles, which—" * Your money is 
& ready for you, ſaid the goldimith, 
interrupting me; and conducting us 
into his cloſet, ſhewed us the two bags, 
with notes upon them, containing 
theſe words: Theſe bags of doub- 
* loons belong to Signior Gil Blas de 
© Santillane.— There they are, ſaid 
he, * juſt as they were committed to 
© my care. 

I thanked Salero for the ſervice he 
had done me; and, very well conſoled 
for the loſs of his daughter, carried 
the bags home, where we began,to ex- 
amine our double piſtoles. The tale 
was juſt, after having deduced about 
fifty which had been employed to pro- 
cure my enlargement. Our ſole Rudy 
now was, to put ourſelves in a condi- 
tion to depart for Arragon. My ſecre- 
tary undertook to buy a chaiſe and 
two mules, and I provided ourſelves 


with cloaths and linen. While I was 
oing from one place to another in the 

reets, bargaining for what I 2 
I met Baron Steinbach, that officer o 
the German guards in whoſe houſe 
Don Alphonſo had been brought up. 

I faluted that cavalier, who, — 
me alſo, came and embraced me wit 

t affection. I am extremely glad,” 

aid I to him, to ſee your lordſhip in 
* ſuch good health, and to find at the 
© ſame time an opportunity of hearin 
of Don Cæſar and Don Alphonſode 
Leyva.'—* I can give you a certain 
account of them both, anſwered he 
for they are now actually at Madrid, 
and lodge in my houſe. About three 
months ago Gy came to town 
thank his majeſty for a poſt which 
Don Alphonſo has received, in con» 
ſideration of the ſervices which his 
anceſtors had done the ſtate. He is 
made governor of the city of Valen- 
cia, without having aſked the place, 
or even deſired any body to ſolicit 
for him. Nothing can be more ge- 
nerous ; and this has that our mo- 
narch delights in recompenſing va- 
© lour.” 

Though I knew much better than 
the Baron de Steinbach what the true 
motive was, I did not ſeem to kn 
any thing of the matter; but expreſl 
ſuch a vehement deſire to ſalute my ol 
maſters, that, in order to fatisfy me, 
he carried me home with him imme- 
diately, I was curious to try Don 
Alphonſo, and judge, by the reception 
I Hould meet with from him, whe- 
ther or no he had any remains of af - 
fection for me. I found him in a hall, 
playing at cheſs with the baroneſs ; 
and as ſoon as he perceived me, he 
quitted the game, got up, and ad- 
vancing towards me with tranſport, 
preſſed my head with his arms, ſay? 
ing, with marks of real joy, Santil- 
lane, have I found you again! I am 
overjoyed at meeting with you! Ie 
was not my fault that ever we part- 
ed; for I deſired you, if you re- 
member, not to leave the caltle of. 
Leyva. You had no regard to my 
requeſt; but I am far from 1 
angry with you on that account. 
am even beholden to you, for the 
motive of your retreat: but ſince 
that time, you ought to have let me 
hear from you, and ſpared me the 
trouble of ſending in vain to find 

. © you 
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© you at Grenada, where Don Fer- 
© nando, my brother-in-law, wrote me 
Af « the tle reproach, h 

ter this e „he con- 
tinued, Tell me what your buſineſs 
js at Madrid. You have, I ſuppoſe, 
© ſome employment here ! Be affured, 
© that I ſhare as much as ever in what 
concerns you. . Signior, anſwered 
I. ſomething leſs than four months 
ago, I filled a pretty conſiderable 
© polt at court, having had the honour 
© to be fecretary and confident to the 
© Duke of Lerma.*—* Is it poſſible !* 
eried Don Alphonſo, with extreme 
aſtoniſhment; * what! was you in the 
confidence of the prime-miniſter ?'— 
« ] | pony his favour,” ſaid I, © and 
© Joſt it in the manner you ſhall hear. 
F then recounted the whole ſtory, and 
ended my narration with the reſolu- 
tion I had taken to buy, with the 
flender remains of my pait proſperity, 
a cottage, in which I propoſed to lead 
a retired life. The ſon of Don Cæſar 
having liſtened very attentively, re- 
plied ; © My dear Gil Blas, you know 
I always loved you. You ſhall be 
the. ſport of Fortune no more. I 
will deliver you from her power, by 
making you maſter of an eſtate, 
which ſhe cannot deprive you of. 
Since you delign tolive in the coun- 
try, I beſtow upon you a ſmall farm 
which we have hard by Lirias, about 
four leagues from Valencia. You 
know the place; and it is a preſent 
which we are in a condition of mak- 
ing, without incommoding ourſelves 
in the leaſt. I dare anſwer for my 
father's conſent, and- know that it 
will give great pleaſure to Seraphi- 
na. 
I threw myſelf at the feet of Don 
Alphonſo, who immediately raiſcd me 
up. I kiſſed his hand, and more charm- 
ed with the goodneſs of his heart, than 
with the value of his favour, Sig- 
nior,” ſaid I, your behaviour en- 
chants me. The preſent which you 
make 1s the more agreeable, as it 
precedes the knowledge of a piece of 
teryice which I did you; and I would 
rather owe it to your generolity than 
to your acknowledgment.” My go- 
vernor was a little furprized at my dit- 
courſe, and did not fail to alk what 
this pretended ſervice was. I told him ; 
and the intormatign redoubled his ſur- 


prize, He, as well as the Baron de 


a K K K a. a * a 6 a Xa 


SW 8 K = K a 


or GIL BLAS., | 


Steinbach, was far from thinking that- 
the government of the city of Vaky-- 
cia had been beſtowed upon him by 
my intereſt, Nevertheleſs, as he could 
not doubt my veracity, Gil Blas, 
ſaid he, © fince I owe my poſt to you, 
© I don't intend to confine my gra- 
© tuity to the little farm of Lirias ; I 
will give you along with it two 
© thouſand ducats yearly.” | 

Halt there, Signior Alphonſo, 
aid I, interrupting him; * don't awake 
© my avarice. I have too well expe- 
riegced, that riches ſerve only to 
corrupt my morals. I 7 with 
all my heart, your farm of Lirias, 
where I will live comfortably with 
the money which I have already in 
my poſſeſſion. But that is ſufficient; 
and, far from deſiring more, ILwould 
rather conſent to loſe the ſuperfluity- 
of what I poſſeſs. Riches are a bur- 
den to one in retirement, who ſeeks 
only to enjoy quiet.“ ö 
While we converſed in this manner, 
Don Cæſar coming in, expreſſed as 
much joy at ſeeing me as his ſon had 
done +. ting and when he underſtood 
the obligation which his family lay 
under to me, he preſſed me to accept 
the annuity, which I again. refuſed. 
In ſhort, the father and ſon carri- 
ed me inſtantly to a notary's houſe, 
where they cauſed a deed of gift to be 
made out, and figned it with more 
leaſure than they would have felt in 
—— a deed to their own advantage. 
When it was executed, they put it in- 
to my hand, ſaying the farm of Li- 
rias was no longer theirs, and that I 
might go and take poſſeſſion of it when 
I would. They then went back to the 
houſe of Baron de Steinbach, and I 
flew to our lodgings, where my ſecre- 
tary was — — with admiration, 
when I informed him that we had an 
eſtate in Valencia, and recounted in 
what. manner I had made this acqui- 
ſition. How much, ſaid he, may 
this ſmall dominion be worth ?'— 
«© Five hundred ducats per annum, I 
replied : and I can aſſure thee, it is 
© a lovely folitude, which I know per- 
fectly well; having been there ſeve · 
ral times in quality of ſteward to 
© the Lords of Leyva. It is a ſmall 
© houſe on the borders of the Guada- 
« laviar, in a hamlet of five or fix 
© houſes, and in the midſt of a charm» 
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ing country.” Wha 
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ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 


What pleaſes me ſtill more in it,” 
cried Scipio, is, that we ſhall have 
« fine venifon, with wine of Benicarlo, 
and excellent Muſcadine. Come, ma- 
« ſter, let us make haſte to quit the 
« world, and gain our hermitage.— 
« T long as much as thou doſt to be 
there, I replied; but I muſt firſt 
© make a RP the Aſturias. My 
« parents are there in no very agree- 
« able ſituation; and I — * af 
duct chem to Lirias, where they will 
« paſs the remainder of their days in 
« quiet, Heaven, perhaps, has grant- 
ed me this aſylum on purpoſe to re- 
« ceive them, and would puniſh me if 
« I failed in my duty.“ Scipio ap- 
proved very much of my defign, and 
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oven excited me to put it in execution. 
Let us loſe no time, ſaid he; I 
© have already ſecured a chaiſe, let us 
buy mules immediately, and ſet out 
for Oviedo,'—— Yes, my friend, I 
replied ; © let us depart as ſoon as we 
can. I think it my indiſpenſible duty 
© to ſhare the ſweets of my retirement 
* with the authors of my being. Our 
journey will not be long. We ſhall 
* ſoon ſee ourſelves ſettled in our ham- 
let; where, when I arrive, I will 
© write over the door of my houſe theſe 
two Latin verſes in letters of gold: 


© Inveni portum! Spes et fortuna walete ! 
© Sat me luſiſtis, ludite nunc alias. 


END OF THE THIRD VOLUME. 
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CHAP. I. 


3 
GIL BLAS SETS. OUT roa THE 
ASTURIAS; PASSES THROUGH 
VALLADOLID, WHERE HE VISITS 
HIS OLD MASTER, DOCTOR sAx- 
GRADO;z AND MEETS BY ACCI- 
DENT WITH. SIGNIOR MANUEL 
 ORDONNEZ, DIRECTOR OF THE 
\ HOSPITAL. | | 


HILE I was getting rea- 
dy for my departure from 
Madrid, with Scipio, on 
my journey to the Aſtu- 
rias, Pope Paul the Fifth 

| named the Duke of Ler- 

ma to the cardinalſhip. This pope be- 
ing defirous of eſtabliſhing the Inqui- 
fiton in the kingdom of Naples, in- 
veſted that miniſter with the purple, 
that he might him to make 


King Philip conſent to ſuch a laud- 
able deſign. All thoſe who were well 
acquainted-with this new member of 
the Sacred College thought, like me, 
that the church 
quiſition. | 
Scipio, who would rather bave ſeen 


made a fine ac- 
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BOOK XII. 


me in a brilliant poſt at court, than 
buried in ſolitude, adviſed me to pre- 
ſent myſelf before the cardinal :-.4 Per- 
* haps,* ſaid he, his eminence, ſee- 
6 N. out of priſon by the king's 
* order, will think it unneceſſary to 
© appear any longer irritated againſt 
© you, and take you into his — 
again.“ Mr. Scipio, anſwered I, 
© you ſeem to have forgot that I ob- 
© tained my liberty on condition that 
© I ſhould quit the T'wo Caſtiles im- 
mediately. Beſides, do you think me 
already diſguſted with my caitle of 
© Lirias? I have told you once, and 
©. now repeat it, that if the Duke of 
« Lerma would reſtore me to his good 
« graces, and even offer me the place of 
Don Rodrigo de Calderona, I would 
* refuſe it. My reſolution is taken. 
I will go in queſt of my parents at- 
© Oviedo, and retire with them to Va- 
« leccia, As for thee, my friend, if 
© thou repenteſt of having joined thy 
© fortune to mine, ſpeak; I am ready 
© to. give thee one half of my money, 
and thou mayeſt tay at Madrid, andy 


« puſh thy fortune. as far as it will go.” 


How replied my ſecretary, nex- 
ed at my words; can you ſuſpeck 
W Er 1 


